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PREFACE. 



The Jitters of Diogenes are meant to resemble the 
strongly-marked sketches exhibited in booksellers' tfiii- 
dows, for the purpose of attracting customers to the valu- 
able volumes on the shelves within. Though a vast deal 
has been written about the Com Law, daily experience 
convinces me that its nature is far from being generally 
understood. Indeed out of the immediate range of 
commercial circles, I have met with many well-edu- 
cated men, absolutely unacquainted with the provisions 
and details of this enactment, and very small is the 
number of those who seem to have made it a subject of 
prolongedinquiry and regular study. Yet one would think, 
that what has so long agitated all parties, and repeated- 
ly threatened to separate the nation into two irrecon- 
cilable factions, must claim general consideration. 
Even if chance, I mean bad seasons, should occasion- 
ally afford a temporary solution of the difficulty, still 
this vital question cannot be left for ever to the de- 
cision of such unstable arbiters as wind and weather; 
the moment must come when an opinion or a vote 
will be required from every one, and there can be 
no doubt, but all rational and conscientious men ought 
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to prepare themselves for the discharge of this duty by 
diligent labour and anxious investigation. 

Those who are content to think on the authority of 
others, should, it seems to me, recollect that the advocates 
of free trade, and of the abandonmentof allCom Laws, 
numberin their ranks a great many men to whom time, 
the safest test of true greatness, has conceded the glory 
of immortality, whereas the opposite party cannot boast 
of possessing amongst their supporters, even one name 
of distinguished fame. No Smiths, no Says, no Ricardos, 
have rendered themselves renowned by justifying or 
demonstrating the mysteries, the infinitely intricate and 
incomprehensible theories, of the so-called jjracfica^moK, 
who maintains that it is the business of Government to 
rule nations by the complicated contrivances of pro- 
tections, restrictions, prohibitions, and sliding scales. 

To those wiser persons who will not be guided by 
the authority of others, and who, divesting themselves 
of all preconceived notions, habitual prejudices, and 
selfish bias, choose to come to this inquiry in a proper 
frame of mind, perhaps no better materials for useful 
study can be recommended, than Sir Robert Peel'M 
Speech of the \5lh of March 1839, which has called my 
Letters into existence. 

Tlie Right Honourable Baronet stands foremost 
amongst the advocates of the present Corn Law, and 
has even so late as the ^th of June last, most posi- 
tively and distinctly (and that is not usual with him) 
declared himself in favour of its continuance ; but in 
the above-mentioned speech he has developed the men- 
tal processes, by which he arrives at his decision, and I 
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feel convinced, these need only to be carefully and 
repeatedly investigated, to make every inquirer partici- 
pate in my astonishment and indignation, that the fate 
of a great nation should depend, to so lar^e an extent, 
on such a man, such a mind, and such a measure. 

The most conspicuous feature in this speech is the 
ready tact with which Sir Robert Peel avails himself 
of the statements of his opponents, whilst he cau- 
tiously abstains from any argument of an original na- 
ture, or which might, strictly speaking, be called bis 
own. Cunning and wariness are the distinguishing 
characteristics of his oration, and obtrude themselves in 
every sentence upon our notice : but these leave the 
question in reality where it was before, for truth ia no 
less truth, because its defenders are deficient in wisdom 
and skill ; and as the tricks of shallow sophistry may 
puzzle the most upright mind, and entrap us into a 
momentary assent against the evidences of &ct, or the 
conviction of our mora) sense, so Sir Robert seems 
to have entrapped parliamentary majorities, though 
time and experience have belied his inferences, and 
laughed his predictions to scorn ; for time is no flat- 
terer, truth a stem and unyielding opponent, and 
eventsare not, as conservative members, under the com- 
mand of a whipper-in. 

Who can fail to perceive, that in his processes of 
ratiocination Sir Robert Peel differs widely from the 
habita of anxious inquirers after truth. The latter 
shun every suspicion of having strayed into the course 
alluded to ; they feel a delicate alarm, lest they should 
bear unfairly on their opponent, and are careful to put 
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nil PREFACE. 

their own views broadly forward, that there may be no 
possibility of mistaking them. It is not in their nature 
or plan, to take advantages, and they are as it were 
over nice in their apprehension, that their antagonist 
should neglect those which fairly belong to him. They 
are like the high-minded chess or card player, who, 
looking for success to his own superiority, and not to 
the blunders of others, will kindly point to mistakes 
or omissions, upon which tricksters would seize with 
avidity and pleasure. 

When suspicion is once alive, fiiith in authority ra- 
pidly dedines. If any one will hut go carefully through 
Sir Robert's speech, he will find himself in that pre- 
dicament, and the Letters of Diogenes are not cal* 
Gulated to lessen wholesome distrust. Should they 
induce inquirers to seek for further information in 
the pages of the great men who have treated of political 
science (and who will remain great notwithstanding Sir 
Robert's sneers), my object will have been gained ; there 
is no fear, but that whoever once sets fairly about inquiry, 
is a recruit, on the point of enlisting in our ranks*. 

I could not well avoid making use, in these letters, 
of what may appear harsh language, but the Right 
Honourable Baronet himself is not very chary on this 
point ; and I mean to say, that he has damaged himself 
materially by the gloating delight with which, under the 
pretence of attacking an individual (Mr. Hume) he has 
resuscitated the stale, exploded, vulgar, and futile trick, 

* Perhapt on political econoiD j, do work is more entertaining and instrue- 
tiTe, and theiefbia man auitable b> beginnars, tban that of Jean BapliBM 
Saj. I hareeorocd the lluiiik> of manj piople, who, reiiduig it on mj rc- 
cDinniendation, were concerted into supporten of tb« doctrine! of free trade. 
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PREFACE. IZ 

of disparagiDg tlie whole race of political philosophers, 
or, if be will, Econoinists — men, of whom it may most 
truly he said, that they have broi^htdown wisdom from 
heaven, and fixed her in the abodes of mortals— men, il- 
lustrious for the zeal and disinterestedness with which 
they have applied the highest sciences to the relief of the 
eriia under which (we must be wilfully blind not to 
see it) poor humanity still labours to an alarming 
and lamentable extent. With this a^ressive part of 
Sir Kobert's Speech, daily twice or three times under 
my eyes, fine phrases seemed impossible, mincing lan- 
guage became childish, and the ordinary courtesies were 
perfectly supererogatory. To suit my words to the occa- 
sion appeared an indispensable duty. 

But I must acknowledge that I feel some compunc- 
tions for having, in my censure of the abominnble uses 
to which Sir Robert Peel puts statistical statements (and 
which afford an instructive instanceof the abuse which has 
frequently been made of them), indulged in certain stric- 
tures which I might almost wish to erase from the 
Letters of Diogenes. The gentleman at the head of the 
statistical department of the treasury, and many mem- 
bers of the statistical society, are men of singularly en- 
lai^ed minds and pure and benevolent intentions, and 
with them statistics are so entirely the handmaiden of 
higher purposes, that I must concede to them the right 
to address me, as Kent is addressed in Lear — " Why, 
what a monstrous fellow thou art, thus to rail at us, 
that are neither known of thee, nor know thee !" 
Many persons, howevCT, and Sir Robert Peel among 
the rest, seem to confound statistics with political econo- 



,,;. Google 



my, whereas these two branches of political science, 
differ at least as widely as the dictionary of a language 
from its grammar. 

It may be asked, what system of Com Laws I advo- 
■ cate, and to this question I emphatically answer, 
none! After a dispassionate and diligent inquiry, ex- 
tended over fully a quarter of a century, 1 am quite 
sure that none is necessary, and therefore, that every 
one is bad ! The object of such laws is invariably to 
curtail the supply of food, on the vulgar, but erroneous 
supposition, that there is either too much, or at all 
events enough : such a state of things has, however, never 
yet existed. 

If I am asked again, what I would advocate as 
second best to no Corn Law, I should certainly say a 
small fixed duty, not for protection (for it is no pro- 
tection, neither is any required), but to silence prejudices, 
or to increase the revenue. The latter object, whilst du- 
ties are levied on sugar, coffee, tea, and many other com- 
modities which have gradually become necessaries of life, 
may palliate a slight departure from a strictly sound 
course ; and if the general principle be but agreed on, 
details may be left to the settlement of expediency and 
mutual concession. It should, however, not be forgot- 
ten, that every duty on corn has a tendency to add to 
the undue preponderance of the proprietors of the soil 
and to foster oligarchy, which threatens ultimate sub- 
version to the political edifice. 

The attempt to rule the trade in food (which ought 
to constitute one-half of all commerce) by the present 
system, is an outrage on common sense and the age ; 
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PREFACE. 



it is also quite inefficient for the purposes which it was 
intended to accomplish, and Sir Robert Peel's declaration 
in its favour fixes his pretensions to the art of govern' 
ing (I can hardly say the science of government, for 
of that he seems to know nothing,) very low. He is in 
fact perfectly ignorant of the working of the system. 

Let me tell him, that the sliding rule is in a pecu- 
liar sense " the speoulatory law," and an infamous in- 
strument for fraud on an enormous scale. It reminds 
one forcibly of the false oaths, simulated papers, and 
other wholesale iniquities, which in many instances de- 
graded the mercantile profession during the late war from 
an high and honourable pursuit, to one full of deception, 
fraud, foi^ry, and debasing trickery. Great political 
measures shape the moral temperament of whole gene- 
rations, and there are not a few who have reason to 
regret, that their youth fell on a period so frightfully 
fatal to a pure and honourable habit of trade* ! 



* The Morning Cbronkle of the 20t]i April 1 S40, gives the follnwing in- 
■twee of the opentiona of coni ipecokton : — " The arerage price," it aayi, 
" wu, ID LendoD, cm the 

2Sth March... .72a. lOd. 
Slet Manh....68i. lOd. 

Till April 66e. fid. 

Uih April ....72i. 4d. 
" Now the two low weelu orig^ted in a quantity of Irith and Scotch 
wheat, lold in Mark-lane at Hi. it 46i. not tor human food, hnt (or 
pigi and ponltrj uiei. Thia having ceased, the aTerages got up, although 
the general price* have blleo." — " In Bristol, laat week, 1000 Bar- 
rels of Iriah wheat were returned at 25ii. pec barrel ; the^ were bought at 
thia ^ce, free on board, in Ireland ; tbej will appear in the average! as 
(00 quarter) at 43a. and thua the dnt; on human food i> now r^ulated by 



,,;. Google 



Modificatiuns of this absurd system will no doubt be 
proposed by many a state quack, and perhaps meet the 
support of some well-meaning and sensible men. In 
proportion as they will approximate the corn trade to a 
state of perfect freedom, or a low fixed duty, objections 
to them would diminish, but so would also the pretext 
for their necessity. Until it shall have been boldly 
proclaimed by the legislature, that all such restraints 
are absurd, there will remain something rotten in our 
commercial policy ; when that principle shall have been 
generally admitted, this silly contrivance will not trouble 
us much longer. 

In my Letters I found it impossible to avoid a fre- 
quent recurrence to some points ; and others, though it 
was my wish to pass in review every important item in 
political science bearing on the question of the Com 
Law, have been neglected ; to one of these I must still 
refer. When the object of a law is to control something, 
B&y price, we ought to know what it is that is to be so 
controlled. Price consists of several elements, amongst 
which the proportion which the quantity of a commo- 
dity bears to that of the precious metals stands most 
prominent; but population, national habits, new inven- 
tions, and a variety of other circumstances, as variable 
in their nature as in their number, are mixed up with 
it. Reason, as well as history, teaches us, that fifty shil- 
lings may be an extremely low, or an outrageously hi^ 
price for wheat — but which, who can know ? In these 
w<»ds, " who can knote," much of the mischief of legia- 
larive interference in matters of this kind, is to be 
sought. It interferes in the dark, or, at best, on the 
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evidence of past occurrences, which afford no clue to 
the hidden future. 

It will be said, that the laws may be altered to meet 
the new emergency. No doubt they may, as they have 
been altered twenty times before, but when ? When 
the mischief has been done — when difficulties and dan- 
gers intrude themselves amongst the highest ranks of 
society, the legislating classes — when the middling 
classes can no loi^r bear the pressure — when, in fact, 
the lower classes have undei^one years of suffering, and 
their numbers have been decimated by calamities ! In 
the annals of history, two or three years seem but a 
point, and though millions may have perished, the short 
words " much distress amongst the poor," will be found 
abundantly comprehensive for the graphic pencil of the 
historian, to chronicle the sad tale of a decennium of 
wretchedness, struggling, and deprivation, such as we 
witness in our own days. And who will say that we 
are not now, even now, in a transition period, where the 
proportion of the precious metals or other circumstances 
would justify 30s. rather than 90s. as the proper price 
for wheat, and that the present struggle will not be 
justly recorded by future writers as an insane attempt, 
parallel to some effort to keep cotton at Ss. the pound, 
or manufactured goods at the tenfold value which they 
bore twenty years ago ? I ask again, who can know ? 
Who then would charge his conscience with having 
.ssisted in upholding a contrivance like the Corn Law, 
which may at this very moment disarrange every natu- 
ral course of events, and, in the interim to our arriving 
at a better knowledge, inflict a world of hardships, 
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which hereafter w<! may all find to have heeii perfectly 
uncalled for ? 

Oh that every one would consider it a solemn duty 
to understand these matters ! Then we should, al- 
though still subject to many ills fiesh is heir to, 
escape at least that part, and a very large one it is, 
which can be traced to useless legislation, to unneces- 
sary interference, to all sorts of restrictions and prohi- 
bitions, but above all to the Corn Law. 

Amongst all the thousand legislative experiments 
with which our state doctors have quacked nations, one 
has never yet been tried — that of leaving us alone. 
The business of Government ought to be protection 
from foreign aggression and domestic violence, tlie per- 
fect administration of the laws in public courts, and the 
education of the people. Security, justice, and know- 
ledge, should occupy the entire enei^es of our rulers, 
and the result would be a vast diminution of jobbing, 
dishonesty, and trickery, together with the vices and 
crimes which fiscal regulations have called into exist- 
ence, and which, like all other trespasses, lead to a thou- 
sand fresh departures from upright and honourable con- 
duct in the ordinary affairs of life. We should then 
have an era of simplicity and ease as yet unknown in 
the management of pubhc affairs, securing wealth, pros- 
perity, and tranquillity to individuals and to the state, 
and laying the best foundations of human happiness and 
national greatness. Had but half the waste of mental 
power and material treasure of our Custom-house philoso- 
phers, been devoted to the improvement of civil law and 
general education, what would Great Britain now he ? 
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PKEFACIL. XV 

—A heaven on earth ! What its people? — Men, phi- 
losophers, Christians, in the truest sense of the words. 

I cannot conclude without adding my sincere thanks 
to the Editor of the Morning Chronicle for the ready 
insertion of the communications of an unknown cor- 
respondent ; and, in the earnest hope that my endea- 
vours may contribute to the accomplishment of the 
consummation most devoutly to be wished, THE 
TOTAL ABOLITION OF THE CORN LAW, I 
consign to the seriitus attention of an intelligent public, 
the letters of 

DIOGENES. 

London, 2«A Auguit 1841. 
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LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

Sib, Mag 14, 1841. 

By means of the Com Laws you grasp at, and, for 
aught I know, you may succeed in holding the helm of State ! 
Looking at your speech of 1839 on this mighty question, I can 
comprehend the great chancellor's dictum — " Behold, my son, 
with how little wisdom the world is governed !" Capacities 
which might grace a special pleader at the Old Bailey, are to 
govern a great empire ! Such capacities you must be allowed 
to poflaeea, and your speech of 1839 shall justify the assertion. 

Returns for a couple of years of the Savings-banks of Man- 
chester and Qla^w satisfy you of the abundance of food ! as 

if you would wait till the nation were one general community 
of paupers, before you saw reasons for suspecting the ejustence 
of want and suffering ! Tables from the Custom-house, cun- 
ningly culled for your purpose by some sycophantic asjnrant 
to a clerkship, but so clumsily done, that by slight additions, 
they prove the very contrary of your case, are the statistics 
with which you satisfy your conscience and your supporters ; 
as if the triumph of one evening could outweigh the judgment 
of a Smith, a Say, a Ricordo ; as if figures could assuage the 
cravings of a wretched multitude ; as if the world, posterity, 
the British empire, some thirty years hence, would take note 
of the flimsy statements on which you rest your claims as a 
legislator, uid stake your reputation as a statesman ! 

Arraign yourself before fiiturity !— «ek seriously whether 
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curses or blessings must then be your portion, and you will 
perhaps pause I At all events, you will bestow more thought 
and labour on this mighty matter, than would suffice for a 
turnpike or railroad bill. Think of the awful hour, when your 
birth, your wealth, your station, your talents, shall be thrown 
in the scale ; when you will have to balance them with the 
results they yielded to your country and to mankind ! Will 
your majorities then avail? Will your ingenious pleadings 
save you ? Will distorted fects, and the juggle of neatly-con- 
trived rows of figures, beguile the councils of the Eternal ? This 
is not a trivial q^uestion, for you are playing with the weal and 
woe of millions — you are moulding the character, the habits, 
and morals of nations, and sowii^ the seed of good or evil for 
ages to come ! What will not be asked of you, to whom so 
much was entrusted ? 

I have addressed you as a man — ^now I will speak to you as 
a statesman. Is it the present alone, or is it not chiefly the 
fiiture with which you ought to deal ? Can the system last 
for ever ? Though thirty millions may eke out subsistence 
from the yielding of your scanty acres, will forty, will fifty 
millions be able to do it ? Must the change, now so dexte- 
rously opposed by you and yours, not unavoidably occur at 
some future period ? Will not the difficulties accumulate—^ 
their solution be more perplexing, the longer you defer the 
settlement ? Will not contending interests beget irreconcilable 
parties in the state t Will not wretchedness and discontent 
on one side — wealth and habitual monopoly on the other — be- 
come specific and solid antagonist principles, brooding civil war 
—maturing revolution ? and will not disorder and ruin — will 
not the sword hare to cut the Gordian knot, which an act of 
Parliament mig^t now untie ? 

You are no statesman t A statesman would look around 
him — he would also look a-head. He would behold steam, 
education, and temperance, stalking abroad with giant strides. 
He would Bee the new spirit wUch mechanical contrivances, 
knowledge, and moral improvement are rapidly generating. An 



,,;. Google 



ardour hitherto unknown — enthusiasm aspiring to martyrdom 
— agitation promoted with undying perseverance — these are in 
motion ! — these are training to manhood a population of a dif- 
ferent stamp from your hangers -on ! — these are instilling po- 
litical knowledge more comprehensive and &r superior to what 
is set forth aa this great aigument in yout qieech of 1839 ! 
What is taught and learnt weekly, duly, nay, houriy, of the 
Com Laws, thdr ccrigin, their drift, and their issue — of scarcity 
and of abundance— of high and low prices — of rent, of kbom', 
of wages, of money, of capital, of taxation, of foreign commerce, 
of fr^e-trade, of commercial Ic^slation, of cuBtom-house and 
diplomatic humbug, of wealth, rank, and station, of poverty, 
wretchedness, and poor-houses, of savings-banks, and of your 
statistical statements — with much beside^I will fully detail 
h) you in my next. Enough for to-day. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

DIOGENES. 



LETTER II. 

Sib, JIfay 20, 1841. 

Rules, regulations, and restraints, have ever been the 
hobby of legislators, the self-inflicted task of governments, the 
m^hty business of men in office. Conscienee, thought, speech, 
writing, and printing^building, travelling — fishing, and shoot- 
ing — acts, nameless because of their number or their nature, have 
been subjected to official sway 1 To such a climax had this 
puny wisdom arrived, that the Earl of Bipon, as Mr. Robinson, 
upon introducing his first great batch of liberal measures, stated 
that he found, when coming into ofEce, upwards of eigkeeti 
hundred Acts of Pariiament lefening to trade ; that it would 
take at least three llvefi of ordinary duration to read— but the 
age of Methuselah to digest and understand them. 

The commerce with foreign countries had obtained a large 
b2 
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proportion of such Illative fbliy. The Trisdom of our ances- 
tors liad bequeathed us the absurd notion of a balance of trade. 
The Treaauiy and Custom-house shelves groaned under loads 
of statutes which were meant to enrich the nation, by checking 
the receipt of conunodities &om abroad. The ministers made 
annually their boast, which the legislators applauded and the 
multitude rejoiced to hear, that the nation had got riches, be- 
cause forty millions' worth of goods had been received by mer- 
chants from abroad, in return for fifty miUions' worth sent away. 
This difference they called a gain, and the greater it was, the 
more used Mr. Vansittart and his predecessors to glory ! Ac- 
cording to th^ principles, the surest road to national wealth 
would have been to send abroad every thing produced in Great 
Britain, and to take nothing whatsoever in return ! Absurd as 
this now seems, long habit of false reasoning, national prejudice, 
and a singular want of distrust of ofRcial quackery, had made 
those notions part and parcel of the political creed ; and the 
opposite position that nations, like Individuals, could only get 
rich by their returns exceeding their outgoings, would have 
sent him who mmntuned it to an asylum as a fool, if not to 
gaol as a traitor I 

That selfishness and cunning should have b%ot the Com Law 
out of such ignorance and general blindness need not surprise 
us ; but that, after Mr. Bobinson and Mr. Huskisson had sanc- 
tioned, from theii high stations, the true principles of national 
economy, the people should have tamely subnutted to the re- 
fined intricacy and cruelty of the last Com Law, with its 
averages, inspectors, frauds, and cruelties, will hereafter be 
looked upon as a singular phenomenon — an extraordinary in- 
stance of indifference to their own interests — of submission to 
folly and injustice when established by law ! That some hun- 
dred corn inspectors should weekly, like whilom the servants 
of the Inquisition in Spwi, sneak and sniff about amongst the 
people in the public places — that they should mark, register, 
and report the dealings of every market — that they, with their 
Grand InqiuMtor as Inspector General, should have the power 
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to apportion the Buppties of food, ftlmoert aa good to them may 
seem— and that a nation of freemen ahould put up with such 
trifling, auch folly, Buch tyranny, will in after ages wem im- 
possible. In your famous speech of 183d, you ^peal to the 
sven^^es of 1638, and state them to have been 51b. for ten 
years; but I say, that in that year 183S, when the new crop 
had been harvested in a wretched state, and was unfit for 
food — when all the old stocks had been exhausted, and whole- 
some bread-corn could hardly be got at 80b. — at that critical 
moment, the difference of ime Aal/penny in the averagei enabled 
these inspectors to keep half a miUion of quarters of sound 
foreign wheat for a whole week intact in the bonded ware- 
houses ! Why did not the people carry these petty inquisiton 
of the belly, tarred and feathered, to the House of Commons, 
because of that halfpenny, which forced them to eat your most 
unwholesome, most poisonous, and most perilous bread-stuff? 
Tarred and feathered, as I live and write, shall the fellows one 
of these days be paraded before your greedy, grasping, mono- 
poliung set. This is what we now teach our children, with 
every morsel of bread we pve them. A halQcienny in the 
quarter ! Averages t Of what consolation was it to the hun- 
gry brats of the poor in September 1838, with bad bread at 
the enormous price of lid. the loaf (or fnlly one day's labour 
of a hale man), that the average from the 30th of September 
1S30, to the 30th of September 1838, was 54b.? Average 
prices — average fools! We want average quantities for our 
bellies, and it shall go hard but we will teach the coming 
generation to get then. Lest that memorable week in 1838, 
when one hal^nny the quarter in your averages obliged the 
people to eat poisonous bread for a whole week should be for- 
gotten, I will furnish the date and all the particulars in my 
next. Enough for to-day. 

I have the honour to be. Sib, 

Your most obedient servant, 

DIOGENES. 
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LETTER III. 
Sib, May 21, 1841. 

In the memorable week ending the 7th of September 
of the year 1838, the last of those eight years of which you 
give us BO satisbctory an account of the average of the wheat 
prices, which was, as you say, only 54s. and odd pence, the 
returned price was 72s. H^d. The best old wheat sold at 
Sfls. the quarter, but the whole quantity of foreign wheat 
cleared for consumption up to that day during the year was 
only 15,475 quarters, at the four chief ports. The quality of 
the crop just housed, was cold, damp, scarce half made up, and 
unfit for human food. The lowest quality of Irish was quoted 
at only 32b, flour had risen to 70b the sack ; yet, because of 
this halipenny, we had to wwt another week for relief! At 
last the com inquisitors (whom I trust still to send tarred and 
leathered over the land, and whom I wish to substitute for 
Guy Fawkes, on our future 5th of Novembers, if our trdning 
of the rising generation but succeed) got rid of the last half- 
penny, and supplies of good foreign wheat poured in at the fol- 
lowii^ rate, viz. : — 

By the 14th Sept, duty was paid on 223,542 quarters. 

21st 825,057 

28th 1,017,784 

In your speech of 1839, you say " that the argument from 
individual cases of suifering is not conclusive ; but the parents 
of three millions of children in that memorable week, argued 
very conclusively, as they sliced off with a murmuring groan, 
somewhat between a sigh and a curse, for their young ones 
the miserable pittance of bread. Bread, did I say ? — a filthy 
compound of bad flour, beans, bones, alum, and, perchance, 
plaster of Paris, or what else legislative wisdom has taught 
the baker to substitute for the abundance of wholesome bread- 
stuff, with which a beneficent Providence made the earth so 
plentifully to teem. 1 repeat it, the parents of millions of 
children argued cogently and concliwively, that but for this one 
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hslfpemiy above mentioned, their sufieringB, and those of their 
brats, would have been lew po^ant. " Peculiar cases of 
individual suffering," you blandly say in your speech. Very 
peculiar cases indeed, when one halfpenny in seventy-three 
shillings——. Oh that I had the brazen tongue of the great 
trump, I would blast this halfpenny everlastingly into the ears 
of the " selfish tyrants, who &tten on the labours and sufferings 
of the exhausted poor !" (for this sentence in your speech I give 
you due credit) — I would drown your senses with millions of 
individual cases of distress, " calculated " (an eiwellent word) 
^" calculated," as you say, " to awaken your deepest sym- 
pathy." A very average sort of sympathy, I guess, which 
says to a poisoned and starving population — Wait another 
week ; poison yourselves a little longer ; comfort yourselves 
witJi the hope of the additional halfpenny in the returns; 
don't mind starving for a fortnight ; make your calculations, 
accommodate your appetites, tune your stomachs to a larger 
scale. Averse them over the years 1830 to 1839 ; was not 
the price during that period 54b. and so many pence ? and if 
you would but multiply the price with the quantity, and divide 
the sum total with your appetite, the result will square e:tactly 
with my averages. You will find my averages excellent ; at 
one time the quantity was large, and the price small ; and now 
it is much the same, only the price is large and the quantity 
small ! The averages are most excellent averages ! 

But, say the squalling starvelings to their parents, we were 
not bom when the aver^es were so kind to little children, and 
gave them those large pieces of bread ! What good does it to 
us, that they now make them so small 1 Next week is a long 
way off; we are so hungry, we don't like to wMt. Where do 
these gentlemen, the averages, live ! Is Sir Robert Peel one of 
them ? Are his knobs of bread as small and as bad as ours ? 
Has he any little children, and do they pine and hunger as we 
do ? Does he stint himself of his allowance, as you do, that 
mother and w& may have another mouthful ? Does he look as 
sick and lean as you ? Hold your d d prattle, mutters the 
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man, maddened with an^^sh : he looks as sleek and fat as d 
prize ox — he need not belt his belly and tighten his guts, be the 
averages high or low ! — Paidon, Sir, the vulgar language these 
people use. 'Tis low, I grant you, and unfit for your ears ; 
but their feelings are no less acute, and their appetites, withal, 
somewhat sharper than youre or mine. 

When Mr. Robinson proposed to reduce the duty on foreign 
iron, an iron master, and an alderman to boot, Hud that he was 
for free trade in the abstract, only inm he must except, and if 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer should persevere, he would 
predict that no more iron would be made in Great Britain. At 
that time the annual produce was three hundred thousand tons. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer persevered, and the production 
of British iron — fell off? By no means; it rapidly aug- 
mented ; and in the year 1840 it rose to about a nullion^and a 
half of tons, being in sixteen years a fivefold increase. So much 
for the predictions of practical men, and the advocates of mono- 
poly ! But then we have had the railroads, of which no one 
thought. Precisely bo ; and who knows what railroad will be 
discovered between the teeth and the belly ? — what increased 
consumption will follow upon increased supply ? — what will be 
the difference, when, instead of starving averages, competition, 
unlimited competition — that great, that chief, that unking 
means of plenty, shall rule the victualling department of the 
people? 

This great principle, competition, deserves a letter of its own, 
and I mean to write it. Enou^ for to-day, 

I have the honour to be, yours, most oI)edientty, 

DIOGENES. 



LETTER IV. 

Sia, Jfay 27, 1841. 

The other day I heard the boatswdn on board of one 
of her Majesty's steam frigates say of a smart youth, who was 
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briskly padng the deck — " Now, if that chap were ordered 
down to h — 11, to fetch up Old Nick, he'd go, and, by Jove, 
he'd bring him !" On inquiry, I found thig to be the youngster 
who, together with an Austrian middy, lan in the teeth of the 
Egyptian guns to fetch the English standard, left by acddent 
on the gate of a fort near Beyrout, and our Englishman won the 
race, and carried off the standard ! Now, I doubt not but he 
would hare done the same thing had he been alone ; but I do 
think that he ran somewhat more nimbly, and showed some- 
what more pluck, because of his Gennan competitor — for com- 
petition is the delight of an Englishman, and an element of 
success. 

Surely we should laugh at a man for telling us that foreigners 
had more capital, more skill, more industry, more perseverance, 
to bring to any enterprise than Eni^ishmen. Yet has the le- 
gislature taught men in every trade, in every manuiscture, in 
every profession, to call for, and to rely on legislative protec- 
tion, and to assume, a priori, that, without it, they could not 
compete with foreigners ! Is not this simply nonsense ? 

If we apply the test of reason to t^piculture, and inquire 
under what conditions it ought to thrive, we find that they 
comprehend land, capital, climate, labourers, manure, roads, 
implements of husbandry, and markets for the disposal of the 
produce. Now, cajntal is more abundant in England than else- 
where ; the climate enables men to work here more days in the 
year, and more hours in the day, in the open air, than in any 
ether country; it also &vours the culture of an infinite variety 
of products, as well as the growth of more than one crop in the 
twelvemonth. English labourers are well known to be doubly 
as efficient as foreigners ; manure, on account of the crowded 
towns and vill^es, and the immense quantity of lire stock, is 
abundant ; roads are nowhere so fine, and their cost is amply 
compensated by the saving of time, labour, and wear and tear. 
Agricultural implements are cheap, and of good workmanship ; 
and, as regards the ready sale of produce, surely this country 
is unrivalled, markets being every where clQse at hand ; and the 
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demand ie m varioiu, that everything, animal or vegetable, 
com or straw, chafT or bran, grass or tumips, finds buyers, and 
nothing need be wasted. Yet we are told that no British far- 
mer can compete with foreignera, and that without the Com 
Laws " England would soon be a waste, intersected by a few 
raihoads, connecting a dvdl succession of manufacturing towns 
with each other." Thia is to take place, as some people say, 
on account of the taxes ; but I undertake to prove, that in 
what affects the cost of production, England is the least taxed 
country in Europe, and the fiumers the least taxed class in 
England. Others speak of the poor-rates ; hut if the whole 
amount were paid (which it is not) by the farmer, it would not 
come to sixpence in the pound on the produce of the land ; be- 
sides, the poor are not suffered to atarre in other countries. 
Then there is the rent — ah, there's the rub t for who would 
not shufBe off this execrable Com Law, could I but prove that 
that would raise rents ? Leaving this item out of view, at 
least for the present, it can be easily shown that the fear of 
foreign competition is a phantom ; that like our two heroes at 
Beyrout, the English and foreign farmers may well run an ho- 
nourable race, but that the former will rather be the foremost ; 
that competition will sharpen their wits — teach them to rely 
on their own exertJon»— break them of those habits, which you 
so well define in your speech of 1839, namely, " want of edu- 
cation" — " not being men of business"-—" being apt to make 
engagements which are very unwise" — " being willing to agree 
to any terms which landlords may propose ;" — in short, com- 
petition will be to them as the tree of knowledge, making them 
ashamed of their ^orance and their slug^sh reliance on Com 
Laws, and dcken them of their slavish dependence on the 
owners of the soil. 

In examining the averts of 1838, which in 1839 you pro- 
claim to have been so eatisfiictory — those averages, which, 
being one halfpenny under 738. on the 7th of September, 
forced the people to continue poisoning themselves for another 
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week with the moBt unfit bread-Btuff evei grown, I find that 
the returned pricea had advanced, witliout int«miiaBion, from 
the beginning of the year, and that on the 17th of August 
they had reached 69a. Sd. At this juncture, had justice and 
mercy held the sway, an order in council ought to have done 
away with the infamous regulations at one fell swoop. Your 
excellent averts, high as they were, were in feet 10s. too low, 
because of the wretched quality of the Com, most of which 
being unfit even for cattle and swine, was nevertheless return- 
ed as biead-«Dm, and served as the standard by which to dole 
out food to a whole people ! Now you must either have been 
aware of this or not. If you knew of this infamous state of 
things, this pressing necessity for old foreign Wheat, to mix 
with the wet and unwholesome English produce — more espe- 
cially, if you were aware of the horrible circumstances attend- 
ing the one-halfpenny week, this most refined, diabolical cru- 
elty—this legislative mockery — this starving, as it were in 
sport, thousands, and poisoning milHons, you ought not, as a 
\rise and an honest man, to have approved of the system ! It 
must have been the subtlety of an Old Bailey pleader, which 
enabled you to " disli up for the house" (an art which Lord 
Stanley says you understand so well) your case in these words : 
— " But when the pressure came, was there any serious diffi- 
culty in procuring the requisite supply." Surely there was the 
difficulty of the bad quality keeping down the averages, ahd 
the never-to-be-forgotten halfpenny ! 

But if you did not know what had been going on in that 
terrible year, then, 1 say, fie upon your ignorance ! fie upon 
your presumption ! fie upon your statesmanship ! Attempt 
no longer to rule nations, and to sway the fate of present and 
future generations 1 ' Bedeem your error in defending a stupid, 
cruel, and wicked law, the workings of which you do not un- 
derstand, by resigning yourself to a befitting obscurity, and 
proclaim to the world your bitter repentance, and give s last- 
ing lesson, by means of self-inflicted humiliation, as the only 
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amendB you are capable of making for the miwhief and nusety 
which you have occafdoned and countenanced. 
ThuB much for this day. 

I am, SiR> your most obedient servant, 

DIOGENES. 



LETTER V. 
Sib, Jwm 7, 1841. 

In the autumn of 1838, when, owing to the bad qua- 
lity of English com, no wbolemmie bread could be got — when the 
relief which the admisBion of foreign wheat would have afforded 
was impeded, because etufT not lit for dogs was included in the 
averages, which rule the supply of the people's food — when the 
diabolical farce of the averages being one halfpenny minus of 
Beventy-three shillingB, retarded, at the moment of extreme 
pressure, the much-wanted relief for another week — I say, in 
that memorable autumn, several good-natuied people proposed 
to r<^ulate the wages of labour according to the fluctuations in 
the prices of bread-stufla. They thought that a general agree- 
ment could secure higher wages to the labourer, if prices (which 
were then nearly at the hi^est) should advance still ftirther. 

I wrote forthwith a letter to the editor of the Mark-lane 
Bh^eu, an agricultural paper, filled with such proposak, and told 
him that scarcity must cause a fall of wage»— that no human 
power could prevent this fall, because it was in the nature of 
things ; that it never had been otherwise, and that I challenged 
his correspondents to furnish a well-authenticated instance of a 
general rise of wages succeeding one or more bad crops ! My 
letter was readily inserted in the paper, but no answer to my 
challenge appeared ; and it is notorious, that since that period, 
the deterioration of wc^es, and of the condition of the labouring 
classes, have but too abundantly verified my prediction. 

If scarcity of food could improve w^es and the condition of 
the people, then famine would advance both to an extreme de- 
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gree ; then, to secure to the labouring clasgeB large payment and 
permanent well-being, it would only be requisite to destroy 
annually half the crops, or even more ; then bad seasons would 
be a blessing, and abundance a curse ! Blockheads as the com- 
mon people have hitherto been, they are no longer such jolter- 
heads as to believe theories so absurd, and propositions so 
manifestly stupid. 

Possibly you, who, in the climax of dsp-tn^ oratory, with 
which you rounded oif your speech of 1839, threaten ub with 
" a dull meeeMum of enormou* manufaeturit^ tonmt, conneeted 
by nUieayt, intertectinff the ahandoned tracts which it teiU be no 
loader profitable to eukitiate," hold this notion, that times of dis- 
tress are times of general well-being ; and your reasoning must 
be as follows : — Let scarcity and deamess of the necessaries of 
life be but sufficiently lasting and severe, and, by destroying a 
large proportion of the labourers, they must secure high wages 
for the reminder ! Let Qiisery and wretchedness have time to 
do their work well I Let starvation check marriages, and &mine 
stifle the new-bom oflspring 1 Let hunger blight budding child- 
hood, and disease speed the decay of age ! Let want and penury 
hasten the despatch of the weak, the sickly, the least vigorous 
in mind and body, and call in, prematurely, death — 

" The poor maii'i deaiett friand. 

Hi) amcst Bud hi> lut I" 
to rid us of those who, according to some philosophers, have no 
business to lire at all, and then the small band of surrivors 
may have their own price I Kill off, and that rapidly, a goodly 
lot of the existing race of labourers, and then the remmning few 
may ask, and will extort higher wages ! Sir, thnn^h the por- 
tals of death lies the vista of improvement, which scarcity and 
deamess, which h^;h prices, which your reasoning opens to the 
multitude. Rules, restrictions, and averages are the nostrums 
of our state quacks, and the Com Law is the murderous com- 
pound of the £adys and Morrisons of St. Stephens*, who have 
* Since then, it would Hran, Sir Robert Peel hu tet np in b matt lesnlu 
way of hniinesa 
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turned the country mto a great hospital for fools, and pinch the 
people in strut jackets, because they prore lunatic on one point — 
too insane and too weak to burst the luUfpenny btMm which 
confines them. 

We hear and read a vaM deai about high and low prices, and 
high and low wages, which seems vatdy nonsensical. What 
we want is a vaa deal of food — a constant, large, oTerwfaelmiDg 
supply of ii^letome food, and then every rational and indus- 
trious man will manage to get his full share of it. We want 
abundance ! Abundance is wealth, and results from free and 
unbounded competition, that great means of civilization — the 
cause of that vast heap of luxuries, comforts, and conveniendes 
piled up around us — and why not of necessaries ? By what 
charter does legislative folly meddle with the latter 7 Turbot 
and lobsters it will have, without duties and without averages, 
as the Com Law lecturers have procltdmed all over the country, 
loi^; before my Lord Radnor told you of it ; but the poor man's 
quartern looii be it ever so small, or ever so dear, must not be 
improved by a nngle grain of Foreign wheat, until the last 
h&l^)enny in the accursed averages has been extorted, according 
to the piedte rules of political quackery ! It sickens me to pro- 
ceed ! Bnou^ for to-day. DIOGENES. 



LETTER VL 

Sib, June 11, 1841. 

In the climax vrith which you wind up your speech 
of 1839, you "dish up to the house " (which, as Lord Stanley 
says, you know so well how to do), in a sort of bombastic ora- 
tory, all the vulgar fears and prejudices which it is common to 
see, in one shape or other, marshalled against every kind of im- 
provement. Since the beginning of time, weak minds have 
predicted the most direful consequences from man's attempts 
to obtain free scope for invention and enterprise, and when you 
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shadow Forth to jovi gaping majoritiei the "phantom" of a 
dtdl »uaxe*ion of enormous manufattziring tment., connected by 
raiiroadt, interieetinff tie abandoned fyvcti which it KOidd be 
no longer proftaMe to eultmite, you repeat what foob and old 
women have told, whether muildnd, in the wonderful advance 
iiom brutality to cirilization, introdvieed a new bodkin, or dis- 
covered a new planet ! — printed booka, or ploughed the ocean ! 

The kick which you thus gire to manu&cturing towni, re- 
minds me of the beetle who sprung ftom the dunghill ; the 
holding out railroads as the destroyers of agriculture, shows 
that you shut your eyes when you come from Tamworth to 
Town. Are not the large towns the chief consumers of the 
produce of the land ? Have not the railroads turned the bar- 
ren heaths into fertile fields! Do not thouBands of cheerful 
cottfl^B, surrounded by neat gardens, spring up along every 
line ? Did you never hear of Chat Moss, which the UuKhes- 
ter and Liverpool Railroad has changed from a forlorn wilder- 
ness into a smiling plain ? 

Whilst I see railroads advance cultivation with rtulioad 
speed and energy, you predict that they will make it " recede 
from the hill-top," which it has climbed under the influence of 
two hundred years* protection ! — A capital metaphor, emble- 
matical of your mind, your Btatesmanship, and the empire of 
monopoly over which it is your ambition to hold sceptred sway ! 
The hill-top ! By your system, cultivation climbs up the toil- 
some, ungenial, narrow hill-top — and then — it stops I for whi- 
ther advance from the hill-top ? Thus &r, and no iarther, has 
ever been the watchword of puny intellects ! The present 
state of things is the utmost their little mind can encompass i 
This is the hill-top to which they have toiled, and every ad- 
vance beyond it is an impossibility to their shackled under- 
standing and their barren ima^nation ! With the assistance of 
two hundred years' protection, you help cultivation up the hill- 
top ; with two years of railroading, I fix her in the wide- 
spreading extent beneath, visible to all but one-eyed self- 
interest, and greedy, grasping monopoly ! 
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By the ^d of the Com Law, you expect to pfevent the 
growth of "a dull succeuion of enonnous manutacturing towns, 
connected by railwaya," as you have it in your speech. Wick- 
ed and vain h your expectation ! Railways and manufacturing 
towns do not spring up by magic ; they require the existence of 
large quantities of materials, wherewith to build and establish 
them, and of large numbeia of handa, multitudes of labourers 
fit to work and in want of sustenance and employment. If^ 
then, you really succeed in preventing the " dull succeBsion of 
enormous manufacturing towns connected by railways," you 
prevent enormous masses of people from earning their suste- 
nance, and enorinous quantities of materials from being put to 
^propriate uses. You waste, in &ct, enormous quantities of 
property, and you starve enonnous multitudes of workmen, if 
your policy be as effective as you contemplate ! Alas that it 
should come to tlus ! — that man should arraign to himself the 
office of Providence I — that he should dare to ape the Almighty 
Power which disposes of life and death — which rules the sea- 
sons and the circling year — which sebda destruction from the 
Tolcano, and makes the earth quake, as if it were a weak reed — 
which ruins as it saves ! — ^that man should dare to deal out 
death to thousands, disease and misery to millions, lest " a dull 
BuccesMon of enormous manufacturing towns, connected by lail- 
Toads," should mar his prospect, reduce his rental, or (bear him 
of his little brief authority. 

Yet, do not fondly believe that you will succeed. You may 
stifle the birth of a coming generation, and kill off the present, 
but the mighty triumph of mind over matter will overcome 
your efforts. You may b^uile your conscience, and delude 
your reason with the intoxicating influence of parliamentary 
majorities ; but man dies, whilst mankind lives ; you must de- 
part, but the people remain ! You may make a law, and in 
your conceit, as you express it, " throw the tate of nations into 
the lottety of legislation ;" but the prize of freedom must come 
up, now or hereafUr. To this it must come at last ! Weak 
men have at all times, and in all places, spent their little enei^ 
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gies to st(im the ureuatible rotation of eventa. They cling in 
the spokee of tiie mighty wheel ; but it whirls them along, and 
hurls them into the onward torrent I Fools, content with the 
schooling they have learnt, oppose innovation, lest they should 
have to reconunence their learning, — but what avtuls their op- 
position ? Behold, everything has changed before they open 
their mouths to inquire what innovations are projected. Ency- 
clopedias are written to fa. the limits of arts and sciences ; 
(Uctionaries are composed by academies, to settle the meaning 
of words, and the sense of language ; but, before they are 
finished, supplementji become necessary, to proclaim that art 
and language have equally altered, and that nothing hu- 
man is permanent I To-day constitutions and laws are de- 
creed,— 'lo ! to-morrow sees them vanish from among the people, 
and the wisdom of Kne hour is the derision of the next I Yet 
will man meddle with every thing, and rule the actions of 
myriads of minds, as if they were t^e strings of a lute ; mea- 
sure out the food of thirty millions of people to the accu- 
racy of a scruple, by an average of one halfpenny in 73b., 
though he load his conscience with the murder of thousands 
and the poisoning of millions ; prevent the growth of " dull 
successions of enormous manu&cturing towns, connected by 
rulroads ;" though, to effect his purpose, he must starve enor- 
mous multitudes of his tellow-men, and stifle whole genera- 
tions, that still sleep in the womb of time. Man, who knows 
not what to-mMTOw — what the next hour will bring forth, 
will venture to do all this ; and you are the man I I shudder 
to think of it ; but you will not succeed. Thus much for to- 
day. DIOdENES. 



LETTER VII. 
SIE^ /!Mt«14, 1841. 

When, in the session of 1839, you committed the 
simply of food for the thirty millions compouog this great na- 
C 
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tion, for a further period of two years " to the lottery of l^is- 
lation," as you aptly expreai it, you, fortunately, printed youc 
^leech, and every one may buy it for hatf-a-cronn, at Mr. Mur- 
m/s, in Albemarle-itreet. 

In that speech you dwell with much aatiafaction on your own 
statieticat rtatementa, and ridicule the fean of others that the 
Com Laws must deteriorate the condition of the working classes 
— ^hat they must derange commercial dealings — that " by the 
■uddemten of demand for foreign com, when the pressure does 
arise, the risk of derangement of the currency and stoppage of 
payment by the bai^ is incurred," — and you sneer more speciii- 
cally with infinite self-complacency at the apprehetitiotu of Mr. 
Philips, the member for Manchester, " for the ftiture stability 
of Dur manu&cturing and commercial prosperity," of which you 
dispose as "predidiont viAoutarffumt^U, ruid appreienticns not 
nittamed by <0cial retvmi," and therefore " not eondtuive." 
Ala*( how is it now with your official statements, and the ap- 
pre^enuons and predictions of Mr. Philips and others ! 

Preston, from whence you exhibited a letter, " especially 
eakulsted to mitigate the appr^ensions on this head" — Preston 
has now 1600 houses untenanted, and &ctoiy upon &ctory 
closed. Leeds, with 3500 houses, Sheffield, with 2000, be- 
ndes many warehouses, shut up, — Manchester, Birmingham, 
Wolreihampton, Bradford, all involved in the general chaos of 
ruin, — do they not proclaim indubitable tidings of " deteriora- 
tion of the working classes," and " derangement of commercial 
dealings V Do they not confirm but too umjuestionably that 
the apprehensions and predictions of Mr. Philips were entitled 
to more respect than the ai^uments and official documents with 
which you supported your shallow pleadings ? 

If statistical documents could be prepared of the privations 
and miseries endured by the working classes since you made 
your speech ; if ofiicial returns could be lud on the table of ma- 
nufocturers ruined, artizans heart-broken, habitations deserted, 
chambers stripped of furniture, pawnbrokers overwhelmed with 
{dedges, families d^raded to pauperism and vice, pooihouses 
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crowded, hoepitals thronged, jails cnUnmed— ehame and dit- 
gntce muBt be jrour portion, pretendu^;, in 1839, to political 
foreEDg^t, and amusing your pariiamuitaiy audience irith storieB 
about mouKtrapi (aa Nero fiddled, whoi Some was burning)-— 
whilst dire calamity, lurking at your heels, witkht Ueo dwrt 
yean, in seomii^ deririm of your political acithmetk, Ivoke 
through every flooc^te of nfety, and verified to the utmost 
those apprehennons and predictions, which, because unnif^rted 
by documents, you &ncied you could dispel with the mapc of 
a BupendliouB sneer! Oh for the ''lottery of l^jslation!" 
Within the brief apace elapsed since ycfur speech of 1889, the 
whole monetary system has been entirely deranged ; the Bank 
has been twice within a few d^s of suspendii^ payments ; 
more than half our merchants have been on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy ; the working classes have been, Qod knows, sufficiently 
deteriorated ; the most solid interests have been diaken to the 
very foundation ; and the dice-box of de^rate enterprise, the 
ofispiing of your lottery of l^slation, gambling on the people's 
nretdiedness — playing hazard with your halfpenny averages— 
has foimd the li& and death of millions a legitimate and fertile 
mine for diabolical qteculation and in&mous profit ! 

The lottery of legislation I Truly, the Com Law is such a 
lottery — a lottery fiill of blanks, and worse than blanks, for all 
but the landowners, " those selfish tyrants, fettening on the 
labours of the exhausted poor," aa you so wisely say ; laws on 
such matt€T8 ever have been, and ever must be, lotteries, with 
this special advantage, that the law-makers may settle where 
the prizes shall foil. Have not rents risen Ven since your 
speech of 1839, and how much since the law was enacted! 

The rents are the prizes in this " lottery of le^lation," and 
if the landed proprietors were not " selfish tyrants, fiittening 
on the labours of the poor," they would offer, '107 the uses of 
the state, the surplus cents got by this " lottery of legislation ;" 
they would disgorge the excess of income extorted by the Com 
Laws, and e^rly cleanse themBelves from the auspician that, 
as managers of this great " lottery of legislation," they had 
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distribi^ed the tickets to dexterovuly and ho dishonertly, that all 
the prizes murt come to them, and all the blanks to the j)eople. 
I would have you, who are bo fond of statistical papers, call for 
detuled accounts of the past and present lents of the " seliish 
tyrants," lay on the tt^le statistical retunis of the revenues of 
the owners of the soil, exhibit a compaiative view of the dete- 
rioratiott of landlaida and of laboutcrt, and 111 warrant that 
my aiguments, *' bo fortified by ofiicial documents," will be 
found " c<mclunve, and entitled to the utmost leepect." 

Statistical accounts, no doubt, have theii value ; but seeing 
that your triumphant resistance of iuquiiy into the Com Law 
in 183S, whm the tide of distress had fully set in, and was 
&st flooding to that extreme height which now fills every one 
with dismay, vras based on such accounts, their value would 
appear to be indeed small. They ore, in fact, the hobby of 
third-rate statesmen— 1^ idolt of a eait/graphie bweatajTMy — 
the pet bantling of little intellects, who know how to grapple 
with the multiplication table, and do not even suspect the ex- 
istence of principles either in morals or politics ! Statistical 
statements are excellent instruments for gulling mankind, and 
puzzling unblinking men ; but in reality, even if accurately 
constructed, which they rarely are, or honestly applied — which 
was not the case with yours in 1839 — they simply tell us 
what has been, but hardly justify any further conclusions*. 

Tables of exports only prove that goods have been sent away, 
and no more : profit or loss may result (mm such exports, but 
that the tables cannot tell us. Tables of imports do not prove 
that merchants have guned, or that the country has been bene- 
fited. These are gratuitous conclusions, which may be well 
or ill-founded. A class, the receivers of rent, for instance, 
may have swaUowed up the imports, whilst the people have 
gone to the poor-houses for shelter and sustenance. Even if 
such tables were to exhibit a general improvement, the ques- 
tion still remwns, whether greater advance might not have oc- 
curred under difierent circumstances? — whether i^ notwith- 
* SteVatux. 
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standing, your squares and sliding rules, the body politic looks 
feir, it would not have looked Surer without them ? — whether, 
in fact, though you prove most satiB&ctoiily the excellency of 
your lottery of legislation, we should not have been all the better 
had it never been used for distributing food among the people ? 
In your speech' of 1839, you call for documents to prove 
fears and apprehenuons. You say, show me that our lottery 
of If^lation has deranged conunerce-^as deteriorated the 
working dastes — has forced the Bank to suspend payment — 
has sown the seed of ruin in abundance, and has ripened a rich 
harvest of bankruptcy, wretchedness, pauperism, vice, crime, 
despair, disease, and death — of which my own tables say 
nothing ; and then, vrtien you support your apprehensions by 
such " maitfaetory «tofemente"— when you convince me by &ctB 
that your predictions were " entitled to the utmost respect," 
(I am fond of using your own words) because efficient docu- 
ments prove that the empire is shaken to its foundation, and 
the population steeped in misery — when you show us all this, 
1 will concede a committee of inquiry — I vrill think of mend- 
ing matters ! In vulgar words, prove to me that the horse has 
been stolen, and I will try whether the stable-door ought not 
to be looked after. 

Such is your reasoning, based on staUstical documents ; and 
truly may it be said, that 



Had Satan himself laid a trap for you, it could not have been 
more complete than your speech of 1839, to which subsequent 
events have given, in every respect, the lie direct. When the 
poet drew up his sad catalogue of ills that besiege mankind, 

" War, famine, peat, rolcaDoes, itonn and fin, 
InteitiDe bniili !" 

he should have added, statesmen, legislative lotteries, statistical 
documents, political arithmetic— -or some term which my poor 
powers of langus^ do not furnish me with, to express suitably 
a perfect compound of refined cruelty and fiendish wickedness — 
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of wholesale torture, diabolical craft, and annine stupidity ; 
periiapa, " Com Laws" might be the word ! Thus much 
for to-day. DIOGENES. 



LETTEB VIII. 

Sib, June 17, 1841. 

Statistical accounts of your own couHtTy — though, 
as was the case with youra in 1839, eventa should belie the 
eondueions drawn icom them, most speedily and most awfully 
— Slaving proved so usefiil tor gulling and plundering the com- 
munity, statements, howerer stupid at mendacious, refening 
to foreign ports and distant empires, would naturally be still 
more convenient for the purposes of poHtical huinbuggery, be- 
cause less liable to the test of examination and experience. 

There is nothing unfiur in the assumption, that the man, 
who, either from ignorance or deceit, asked, in 1839 (not- 
withstanding the difficulty of the bad quality of English keep- 
ing the averages in 1 838 too low for the admission of foreign 
com, and the never-to-be-fbi^tten hal^nny in 738.) " when 
the time of pressure came, was there any aeriou* (!) diffietd- 
tg f" — ^there is nothing unfair in the assumption, that, when 
dishing up your case for the house (which Lord Stanley says 
you know so well how to do), yon would avail yourself of the 
popular fallacy, that the foreign grower " is free from the in- 
cumbrances of public and local taxes," whether you did, or did 
not know any thing about the taxation of other countries. 

The accuracy of statements may well be questioned, when 
they tell us that wars of thirty years' duration, causing in the 
he»t-regvlated country on enormous public debt, and a heavy 
amount of public and local taxes, have produced, with less fa- 
voured and worse-governed nations, an opposite, a most cheer- 
ing result — a state of pristine happiness, and exemption from 
such " incumbnmces." 

Large fleets captured or destroyed, armies, to the number 
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of many milliona of men, incessantly OTerrunning the vast 
area of the Continent, enormous quantities of materials and 
treasure squandered in preparing for, or in perpetrating the 
bloody process of destruction, the population nipped in the bud 
by the absorption of boys and youths to fill the nv^s of 
marches, hospitals, and battles — public wo^ ne^ected, roads 
ruined, industry and trade pressed into the miseisble buuness 
of war, commerce reduced to smuggling, navigation annihilated, 
fields ravaged, crops devastated, cattle destroyed, human Hie 
disr^orded, nations slau^tered, death indeed devouring " his 
thousands at a meal — "such was the sad portion of those whom 
you proclaim " free from the incumbrances of pubUc and local 
taxation." What oHijuiors they must have been ! What a 
reflection upon the statesmen who ruled Great Britun all the 
while ! Secure fnnn most of these evils and losses, free firom 
invaaons, marches, counter-marches, si^es, and battles, safe 
in the pursiuts of industry, of navigation, commerce, manu- 
fectures, and a^culture — bearing the " pomp," but not suiTer- 
ing from the direful circumstances and afflictions of " war," 
yet they loaded her with enormous debts and taxes, whilst the 
hundredfold sufiering foreigners remained, as you say, " &ee 
firom the incumbrances of public and local taxes !" Why not 
send for a few of these " Wizards in statesmanship," to show 
you and others how sudi miracles can be performed ? 

In sober sadness, it is a discredit to your present reputation 
and future &me to garnish the case which you had to dish up 
for the house and the country, with such absurd, such vulgar 
&llacies ! Had truth been your object, you would not have 
Med to discern that the war e^Knditure of the Continent 
must have been infinitely more costly ; fair inquiry would have 
shown you, that taxation had been carried eveiywhere to the 
utmost; and you would have discovered, beyond that, im- 
mense burdens, not hkely to be accurately registered in tables 
and records, but not on that account less destructive of wealth 
and productive power. 

Expenditure, carefully determined upon, scrupulously con- 
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trolled, wisely q>ptied, fiurly registered, and honently met, 
we^hs leu heavily, sod impain the productive powen of na- 
tioiu to a much smaller degree, than that Miich is arbitrarily 
imposed, collected by caprice and tyranny, and as recklessly 
and waatefidly disbursed as it was got together ! 

In Oreat Britain an accurate account of the war expenditure 
was kept, and by loans and taxes a near approach to its fiur 
distribution, according to every man's ability, was intended, if 
not completely attmned. 

On tiie ConUnent they managed matten differently. Exac- 
tions, reqiusitions, and confiscations, were substituted to sup- 
ply the ways and means, whenever and wherever taxation was 
found to do its woHc too uncertainly and too sluggidily. Armies 
were rwsed by conscription, at a treble sacrifice of life, but 
with more rapidity than by the means of ordinary enlistment. 
Quarters and maintenance for the military were required from 
formers and citizens without pay, by friend and by foe. Im- 
mense amounts were levied by kings, marshals, generals, in- 
formers, and the numerous tribe of extortioners, who seized the 
occasion of univatal confusion and violence to fill their coffers. 
Paper money was used for a while as a silent and an efficient 
help to exhausted treasuries ; but it proved an insidious enemy, 
and the evils it inflicted were found to be both insupportable 
and irremediable. In Russia that species of currency was ra- 
pidly reduced to one-fourth of its value, at which, after many 
finanrial struggles, it has been finally fixed. In Austria it fell 
to one-twelftii, in Denmark to one-twentieth ; France and 
Holland had recourse to national bankruptcy. 

Need I go on with this enumeration of incumbrances 7 Sir, 
if you were a statesman you would have known of them, you 
would have estimated them at their true value ; you would 
not have soiled your pretences to wisdom and honesty with the 
childish twaddle that EngUshmen could not compete with the 
foreign grower, because the latter was free from the " incum- 
brances of pubUc and local taxes." Such burdens must be 
tested by the vray in which they are raised, and the manner 



,,;. Google 



SIR ROBERT PEEL. 25 

in which they are expended, as well aa by thdr amount ; and 
I repeat it, without fear of contradiction, and quite safe of re- 
iutation, that, taking these tests separately or in the o^^regste, to 
try the question, an iinpr^udiced searcher after truth will say 
with me, that £n|^and is the least taxed country in Europe, 
more especially aa taxation affecto the cost of production. 

At the enactment of the Com Law in 1815, you had not 
reached that period of Ufa when man, according to Young, 
tutpeett kimidf a /ool; but in 1839 you had passed the time 
when he knows it; nay, when you deliTered your famous 
speech, you had even oTerstepped the fetal year, a^ which, 
according to the same authority, " he dies the same." Were 1 
to consider your apparent unacquuntance with the fiscal regu- 
lations of the Continent venial at the yormer period, yet, at &e 
latter, no palliation can rescue you from the dilemma of igno- 
rance, or wilful deceit, in this matter. In 1 839, at the age of 
fifty-one, you either did know, or you ought to have known, 
that as in England, so on tiie Continent, is every article which 
you recapitulate with so much fecetiousness, as " plate, paper, 
china, clocks, thread, pots, wax, wire, every letter in the alpha- 
bet heading some article of domestic manufacture," protected by 
taxation from fi)reign competition, for every legislative folly 
perpetrated in Qreat Brittun, has been aped elsewhere vrith a 
vengeance ; but, worse than that, burdens unheard of and un- 
known here, oppress the miserable inhabitants of every conti- 
nental clime. 

The passport system interferes sufficiently with the develop- 
ment and the pursuits of active and enterprising minds ; re- 
strictions on thought, speech, and writing, stint, more or less, 
the growth of intellect ; a swarm of petty ofiicials interferes 
with every man's business and comforts ; but, worst of all, 
enormous military establishments prey, in various shapes, on 
the very vitals of nations, and retain the population in the 
trammels of poverty and barbarism. Need I point to the do- ■ 
ings of France in Algiers, to the anticipation of 80,000 men 
of the conscription of 1842, or to the firogdignarian childish- 
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neas of fortifying Paris, to show tliat public or local burdens are 
leu oppresBive and lest obnoxious to production in England 
than elsewhere 7 In Frusaa, all men must aerre three 
years as soldiers, except those who equip themselves at their 
own cost ; they are let off with one year's service. In Rusma 
the feudal system, the least fevourable to cheap production, 
still prevails; one-half of the peasants are ser& of the crown, 
the remainder belong to the proprietors of the land. The go- 
Temment accepts of eighty pounds in lieu of a recruit ; but 
whes levies are ordered,TillageB will raise as much as a hundred 
and fiily pounds to escape the viut of the offioals af^inted to 
select the poor fellows ; tor expence, caprice, tyranny, and in- 
justice, are the natural attendants on such unwelcome guests. 
The enormous anmes of Austria ore imsed by a method some- 
what different, but not less oppressive. The scenes that ac- 
company such a system — but I spare to recount them — would 
make your hairs stand on end ; suffice it to state, that mutila- 
tion of male in&nts is a popular crime, so anxious are parents to 
save their children ftom the cdamity of military service ; and 
lame, blind, or deformed of&pring, over which we weep in pity 
and in sorrow, is greeted by the afflicted mothers as a greater 
blessing than the image of an angel. The system of quartos 
ing the troop on the inhabitants is still in existence, and in 
many parts is more dreaded than the plsgue or the cholera. 

Sir, whedier taxation has or has not any thing to do with 
the cost of production, it appears to me unnecessary to discuss 
with you. Befbre you make uiother speech in &vour of the 
Com Laws, let me advise you to inquire into it, and I am cei- 
tun that you will be ashamed to repeat the fiUlacy that the 
foreign growers of com are, or ever were, " free from the in- 
cumbrances of public or local taxes." So much fbr to-day. 

DIOGENES. 
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LETTER IX. 



Sib, Jwk 22, 1841. 

hi He of Sinape went about with his lantern, in 
broad dayli^t, seeking for an honert man, so have I sought by 
daylight and by lamplight tiirough your speech of 1839 fiii an 
honest sentence, for one strughtforward expression, for one great 
thou^t, for a single generous sentiment, but in vain 1 I am 
lost in the barren wilderness, where thorny sarcasm and thistly 
sneers obstruct all progresB, where a tissue of mis-statements 
and inconsistencies nauseate the feelings and harass the under- 
standing. 

Oh, how different are the speeches, the writings, the doings 
of great men ! The more we extend our acquaintance with 
these, the more are we fascinated ! SpeU-bound with the lustre 
of sincerity — the charm and beauty of truth, we luxuriate in 
the feast of delights, spread ibr the enraptured mind, oilen 
unable, always unwilling, to break away from the rich board of 
intellectual plenty, 

"Aaifioc 
B7 nrh*l it 

But not SO your oration on the Com Laws 1 Oh, what a fell- 
ing off is there ! I defy any one to peruse, and re-peruse it, as 
I have done, without increase ofsatiety and disgust, or without 
an irrepreeuble feeling of mental despondency, such as travellen 
in the frigid regions of the pcde, or the sandy tracts of the equa- 
ttv, tall us ot, where desolate emptiness begets desp^, and an- 
nihilation of mind and body seems preferable to the ^o<»ny 
horror of vacuity whit^ overspreads their field of inquiiy. 

Rent is a si^ject, beyond ^ others, about which one would 
suppose you to be well-informed. Your steward gives you 
quuterly lectures .on the matter. In speaking of it, a ^r 
opportunity occurred for estabUshing the chum to candour 
which you have lately set up, by imitating the example of a 
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noble lord, rfho plunly told vt, that he would (tand by his 
order, and not concede any relaxation in the Com Law, which 
might lower rente ; but such pl^ sailing lies not in your track. 
On this occarion you presume, with almost sacrilegious audacity, 
to make sport of the honoured names of Smltli and Ricardo — 
men, whose good bme will endure long after your littie repu- 
tation shall have been effaced from the tablete of time, where 
none but tiie truly good and great leave a lasting impresuon. 
You irreyerently shuffle about the result of their researches on 
the nature of rent, heedless of the modifying process of time and 
experience, which might &irly be expected to throw additional 
light on inquiries of this kind; but whilst you thus trifle with 
the opinions of men so supereminently your betters, what Hght 
do you yourself shed on the matter ! Whilst you acknowledge 
your incapacity to unthread the labyrinth — whilst you confess 
that, after having read " all that has been written by the gravest 
authorities in political economy, on the subject of rent, wages, 
taxes, tithes, the various elements, in short, which constitute or 
afiect the price of agricultural produce," the question remains to 
you daricnesB viuble, confiision worse confounded, difficulty 
greatly increased— what is the course you steer amidst this sea 
of troubles ? You forthwith make a law ! You found a system 
of legislation, vast and wide-spreading in extent, incalculable 
in its effects, Ml of balances and counterpoises, of averages and 
restricrions, calculated to the nicety of a half-penny in seventy- 
three shillings, on a basis, of the nature of which you proclaim 
yourself totdly ignorant ! Strange perversity I Incomprehensi- 
ble in&tuation ! Unmeasured presumption I 

From their topmost eminence the great men, whom you 
ridicule, unanimously promulgate this one conclurion, that we 
should not meddle with matters we do not understand, nor legislate 
at all on what is so far beyond our ken and control. They who 
fondly &ncied that Uieir untired labours and dispassionate re- 
aearches had enabled them to unveil the mystery of rent, said, 
that no laws should be made which might influence that or the 
other great interests connected with the supply of the daily ne- 
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eenariea of so many millionB of hiunan beings, ftbetain from 
legislation, wh the modest motto of the wisest of men ; interiere 
not, lest you should make a mistake, was the conscientious ver- 
dict of the qwstles of that "noble science," as you profess to 
call it, " Trhich is conversant with the laws that regulate the 
production of wealth, and seeks to moke human industry most 
condudve to human comfort and enjoyment." But you, in de~ 
rision of " tiie re^jxctfor that science and ill brighiett luminaria," 
which you profess, and of the acknowledgment that " as you 
proceed, your path becomes more intricate and obscure," deter- 
mine, in verification of the sayii^, " that a little teaming is a 
dangerous thing," to legislate in avowed ignorance—^ darloiess 
visible to meddle with what you say is beyond your comprehen- 
don — in complete obscurity to enact the most absurd, the most 
intricate, the most mischievous of all laws — the Com Law ! 
Truly, 

'^ FooU nub, vherv oogeLi iear to tread I** 

Oh age I oh men ! Is this the brazen ima^ we are now to 
worahip ! Ye wortlties of former days, ye Bacons, ye Lockes, 
ye manly spirits, who, by a mere scintillation of exalted reason, 
advanced your nation centuries before all others, look down with 
pity on the petty generation of our days, when, at the sound, 
not of the great alarums, which commanded them of old to &11 
down, the comets, sackbutts, and psalteries of great intellects, 
but of the penny whistle of tricky eloquence — the tweedle-dum 
and tweedle-dee of Sir Robert Peel's political philosophy, com- 
mon sense, tmth, conmstency, freedom, and humanity, must 
hide their diminished heads, and every great, and generous, 
and bold attempt must undergo the ordeal of being torn to very 
rags and tatters by the sacril^ous deriuon of his sneers, to 
split the ears of applauding parliamentary groundlings! 

You gloat on the likeness, the faithful resemblance of the 
harsh, the cold-blooded economist, as if that leaden visage, that 
wayward and unstable look of yours, bore not abundant testi- 
mony of the amphitnouB nature of your own blood ! You fear 
to be haunted by the portrait of the political economist, as if 
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the remiiriBcenceof your speech of 1839, the aneitions of which 
were belied forthwith, by the ruin and decay now overwhehn- 
ing ua, ought not to haunt you everlastingly, and to annihilate 
the laat remnant of your authority in political science. Oh 
that an epitome of your speech, plun, intelligible, and true, 

" Nolbing eitenoBM, nat ought in maHcs," 
could be printed and put into the hands of every man, woman, 
and child in the realm, to hold up to the world, as a warning, 
the quality of the wisdom of him who sneers at Smith and 
Rlcardo, at those truly great men, who devoted the vast powers 
of their minds to the happiness and exaltation of the great hu- 
man family, and who wilt be an honor and a glory to Great Britain, 
long after the shallow pretences of mere poUtical trickery shall 
cease to have access to her councils I Such an e[Htome ought to 
be published ; I will think of it. Enough for this day. 

DIOQENES. 



" And bo thoM jugging fiendi ns mora beliered. 
That paher with lu in a doable hdw I" 

Sib, 

The penny wlustle of political trickery, to which I 
atluiled in my last — the epitome of the Com Law oration, 
which you delivered in 1839 — the tweedle-dum and tweedle- 
dee of your legislative philoaophy, ought to be sketched by a 
vigorous hand, by a Hudibras, a Cobbett, or, best of all, a 
Broi;^ham — some skilful artist, to whom even the rqnitsive and 
unseemly lump of droas would furnish fit material for striking 
off impresrions, Ukely to obtain currency in all ages and amongst 
all people ; yet will I make the attempt, lest diffidence should 
be taken for idleness ; and proceeding at once, I merely premise, 
that what is put between inverted commas are your own words ; 
the remwider is, nevertheless, port and parcel of your speech, 
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though deprived of its priiUne verixtdty, vriiich I could not find 
it m my heart to bestow on my re&den. 

Epitome of Sir Sobert PeeTg Speed m Oe Com Lam, 
ddivered tie 15th Marek 1838. 
" Hr. Speaker. — I have no hentation in saying, that unless 
the Com Laws can be shown to be consistent, not only with 
the prosperity of agricultiue, and the maintenance of the land- 
lord's interest (in the house you sud— of the reta of the land- 
lord), but also irith the protection and the maintenance of the 
general interests of the country, and especially with the im- 
provement of the condition of the labouring class, the Corn Law 
is practically at an end." Tweedle-dum 1 " If you had cklled 
on us to abandon this protection, with the exhibition of supe- 
rior sagacity and triwnpkaat reaeon, we should have been deaf 
to your appeal." Tweedle-deel " So intimate is the sympathy 
between the condition of agriculture and trade, so poweriiil and 
immediate is the force of their reciprocal action upon each 
other, that if the prosperity of trade be endangered, the narrow- 
est and most exdwdve advocate cannot be blind to the conse- 
quence." Tweedledum ! " The honourable member for Man- 
chester, Mr. Philips, says to-night, that there are great appre- 
hensions with regard to the decay of tiade ; but however much 
I respect the honourable gentleman and his knowledge, I wish 
that he had fortified his ai^uments and his prophedee by some 
reference to pubUc documents." ^Hear, and lai^ter.^ Pre- 
dictions, unless proved to be already accomplished (a sort of 
Irish predictions), are nonsense. He should have done as I 
have done. I draw mj conclusions from statements made up 
for the occasion ; true, by adding one year to my statistical 
tables, I my conclusions would not have been so conclurivv; 
but what of that ? They serve my present purpose, even 
though subsequent events should give the lie most speedily and 
most awfiilly to my conclusions, and should verily in every 
respect the predictions of the honourable gentleman. I pay 
the greatest respect to the honoumble gentleman's statement ; 
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and if he proved to me that manufecturei were decUning, 
(and that the muchief which he prophesies is already accom- 
plished), he would have adduced the most powerfol argument 
that could have been brought to influence my mind as to the 
necessity of a change ; " but predictbns without argument, and 
^)I»«hensions not sustained by official returns, cannot be con- 
ddered conclusive." (This must be colled bdth tweedle-dum 
and tweedle-dee) ! 

Hanufitcturii^ towns are productive of nuisances : I came 
myself from one of them. The establishment of " a dull sue- - 
cession of enormous manutacturing towns, connected by rail- 
ways," would be a great nuisanfie, and we mutt put them 
down ; therefore, I vote the Corn Law ! The Com Law, 
by making food scarce, starves the superfluous peculation, who 
would, if they had plenty of (bod, build this " dull succeBsion 
of enormous manu&ctuiing towns," and " connect than by 
railroads." Down with the rulroads ! down with the " dull 
succession of enormous manu&ctunng towns!" The Com 
Law for ever ! 

" By the ulent and unaided asdstance of the existing Cora 
Law, when the pressure arrived, the p(»rts were opened to 
forei^ gaan, free of duty, and there was no serious diiGculty 
in procuring the requisite supply." The average for the nine 
years, ending in September 1838, was not moro than 54b. 
per quarter." It does not stiit me to state, that the average 
of the lost three months of 1837 was 53s. ; that during the 
harvest of ] 838 it rose to 69b. ; and that, during the last three 
months of that year, it was 76s. " The ascent from the lowest 
to the highest point was as gradual as it could be under any 
system of Com Laws ;" so gradual, that by the 7th of Sep- 
tember 1838, only 15,000 quarters of foreign wheat had been 
cleared for consumption, although the pressure was extreme, 
and English wheat quite unlit for use ; — so gradual, 

" Small by d^ieea, and inilDiUly leu," 
that because the average was one hal§)enny under 738. 
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no foiogn wheat waa entered ibr another week, but wbea> 
that halfpenny had at last been added to the return, 800,000 
quartera were thrown into the market at one fell swoop. I 
tay little of this, lest the brmera, hearing of it, might hare 
their eyes opened. Let it pass ! 

The Btupid people who grumble at the present ecarcity 
should think of the abundance of former years, and average 
their appetites, as I averi^ the prices. If they had filled their 
bellies in 1833, 1834, and 1835, when there was abundance, 
they might now do very well with less, and so make an aver- 
age of it. I don't look so much to quantities as I look to 
prices. If the quantities are not large, the prices at least are 
h^h : this is a ctHnibrt of which the swinish multitude should 
think, instead of " denouncing the aristocracy and the landed 
proprietors as selfish tyrants, fattening on the labour and suf- 
ferings of the exhausted poor, and provoking (if other means 
should fiul) the resort to physical force." This is a lesson 
they should teach their brats : when these squall for a piece of 
bread of the average size, step theb mouths with average 
prices ; tell them to wait for a year or two, when there will 
be Bgun an average quantity, coupled with the unfortunate cir- 
cumstances of prices below the aven^^e ! 

" I have read all that has be«i written by the greatest au- 
thorities on political economy, on the subject of rent, wages, 
taxes, tithes, the various elements, in short, which constitute 
or afiect the price of agricultural produce," — " Far be it from 
me to depreciate that noble science, which is conversant with 
the laws that r^ulate the production of wealth, and seeks to 
make industry most conducive to human comfort and enjoy- 
ment." — '' But I find in it no solution of my difficulties," and 
therefore, being quite ignorant of the matter, I vote for the 
Com Law. I do not know whether rent is the cause of the 
Com Law, or the Com Law the cause of rent. " With all 
respect for that science xai its brightest luminaries, they have 
failed to throw any light on the matter ;" therefore I vote for 



,,;. Google 



34 LBTTEBS TO 

tbe Com Law. .Mr. Hume has rat for the likeness of one of 
these br^ht Imninaries, " the ^thfiil resemblance of the harsh, 
cold-blooded. ecomHnist, who r^ard» money a* Ike on^ dement 
ofnatwral happmeM." What's money? — Trash t The price 
of wheat has nothing to do with money ; therefore I vote for 
the Com Laws. 

The English growers cannot sell wheat for as little money 
as the foreigner, who is un^cumbered with public and local 
taxes, who is a conjuror, cares not for money, can do every- 
thing for nothing, and will give you all his wheat — for no- 
thing ! 

Finally, what's sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. 
" What u good for Com, i» good for Button* ! There is no dif- 
ference in the application of a principle, and if no tax on com is 
admissible, there ought to be no tax on silk, on hats, on brass, on 
buttons." It would not be graceful and decorous to apply the 
principles of tree trade to the farmers, bafate they are applied to 
tbe manu&cturer ; — *' let honauriAle gentlemen »hear tiie pig* 

before they fleece the iheep !" Shall 1 proceed with my 

elegant extracts ? Heaven forbid 1 Those who are anxious tho- 
roughly to fathom the depth of your political wisdom, should 
search your speech, both in the original reports, and in your 
conected copy ; they will soon see that I want the power to 
do you justice ; but they will also see that a prostration of rec- 
titude exists in hi^ places, whidi leaves the turpitude, the 
vices, and crimes of low life at an inuneasurable distance ; and 
whilst dumb-founded with your ingenious turns and most ela- 
borate passages, they will frequently have an echoing on their 
mental ear of the lines which I have affixed as a motto at the 
beginning of this lett«r. May many try the experiment ! 

DIOGENES. 
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LETTER XI. 
Sib, J^ 18, 1841. 

When I look at one of the beautiful charts of the 
world, which it has taken the labour of ages, and of thouaands 
of intelligent men, with an outlay of money and mateiiaU be- 
yond all calculation, to Iving to their preaent perfect Bt nto 
charts of which no person of your stretch of mind would have 
foretold us some fifty years back, that they would be within 
every man's reach for the small sum of two gtuneas, or one 
month's wages of an ordinary labourer — charts, which by the 
process of calico printii^;, we shall presently buy at holf-a- 
crown, I say, when I look at eueh a chart, and see the British 
isles occupy but the five-hundredth part of the haUtable globe, 
can I avoid asking — " Whence the importance, the wealth, the 
influence, the poww of England? Whence her greatness, 
whence her might ? What are the foundations of her universal 
sovereignty ? What is the cause of her wide-spread sway ? 
Was it the extent and quality of her s<nl, or of her intellect, by 
which she grew so big? Was it the {dough or the steam-en- 
gine ? Has her agriculture conquered the world, or have her 
merchants planted her standard in every clime and on every 
shore ? Did her wares and fabrics, or her wheat, purchase the 
homage of the faumui race ? Is it the keel which plouf^ the 
main, or the share which turns up the trodden dod, at the 
thought of which English bosoms swell highest ? Does the 
heart thrill with a keener perception of national greatness, 
when Britminia rules the waves, or when she drives her teams 
a-field ? The answer is plain : 

*n> pBUsd conjectim I All tbingi lue in piot^l" 

'Tis &ther Thames, and not the clayey soil along his shores, 
which begat this huge accumulation of wealtii, this great eon- 
course of people, this multitude of pursuits and enjoyments, 
that have stamped London the metropolis of the worid. The 
merchant's toil secures a princely revtmue to the possessor of 
d2 
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one acre of ground in the city ; trade obtains thotuandi per 
annum ibr eetatea, which were bought in pei^ietuity a centuiy 
ago for as many hundreds ; not agriculture, but the jbituitoiu 
workings of commerce make land at Kenungton yield double 
to what is got for it at Hammersmith, give us ten pounds at 
Brentford, seven at Richmond, four at Kingston, and fix the 
annual rent every where in an inverse ratio to the distance from 
the neighbouring emporiums of wealth. 

And yet (will ye believe it, ye future ttgea of superior know- 
ledge and honesty ?) there is a petty statesman, the type and 
image of our puny Hmes and petty spirits, who, from cunning 
or ignorance, at the suggestion of sheer stupidity, or the most 
depraved duplicity, stretches out his tiny arm to thwart the 
natural progress of solid improvement — r^ses his childish treble 
in defence of imbecility's everlasting twaddle, and the bullying 
clamour of monopolists — and, taitlitutintf ^et» /br eauta, pro- 
fesses to apprehend from the tribute of foreign commodities, 
which British ingenuity, enterprise, navigation, and commerce, 
pour so abundantly upon British shores, and which, in its 
exuberance, spreads cultivation, raises towns, builds docks, 
erects manuons, establishes canals and railroads, and renders 
the possesion of a yard of land, however sterile, or however 
inaccessible, an invaluable privilege, destruction to agriculture, 
a source of danger and ruin to every national interest, and of de- 
pendence on foreigners. 

If the argument were good for anything, yet it comes some- 
what late in the day, this fear of dependence on foreigners, and 
it sounds most especially ridiculous in the mouth of wealthy 
landowners. For one who, v^ether awake or asleep — lying, 
sitting, or standing — in dress or in undress— eating or drinkii^ 
— at break&st, dinner, or supper — in his vices, or in his virtues 
—in the House of Prayer, or at Tattersall's — at home or 
abroad— in the senate, or on the bench — in health, or in sick- 
ness — in life, or in death — moves and has his being in the cot- 
tons, the silks, the cashmeres, the wines, the liqueiss, the spces, 
the coffee, tea, and sugar, the music, the opera, and the {n- 
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rouettcB, the mahogany and the rosewood, the silYer and the 
gold of foreigners — and who, stripped of all these, would find 
himself more helpless and miserable with thirty thoutiand a 
year, than the clown who lives on a shilling a day — for such a 
one to talk of dependence on fbreigneis as an evil, is as impu- 
dent as it is lardcal. Who will believe him ? Who will trust 
the generous patriotism of this wolf in sheep's clothing, the 
landowner, the receiver of rents, when he warns us agunst de- 
pendence on foreigners, and is alarmed, lest, accustoming oiu- 
selves to an abundance of wholesome bread, we should barter 
away the independence of the British nation for Dantzig wheat ! 
This fallacy, so replete with stupidity and duplicity, cannot 
be too abundantly exposed. The working man, if he must be 
dependent, had better be so on the millions of landowners abroad 
than on the few thousands at home. Which of, the two can 
more effectually combine to extort from him his last penny for 
his daily bread ? Which of the two can starve him with greater 
facility, the growers and merchants of the wide r^ons of two 
or three continents, or the compact phalanx of representatives of 
a few coimties, in Parliament assembled ! Here the attempt at 
redress is pronounced treason, and the suffering wretches float 
everlastin^y between the Scylla of starvation, and the Charyb- 
dis of transportation and the gallows ; tkere money will purchase 
relief, if not &om one quarter, from a hundred others. No 
power on earth can resist tiie ingenuity and contrivances which 
Want, and the chance of profit, beget out of commerce ! It is 
false what you say — "that -the insane ambition of one man 
overruled the impediments which the love of gain, or the pro- 
secution of peaceful industry, would offer to his reckless course;" 
for his decrees and his restrictions were the causes of his fall : 
commerce triumphed over him and all his forces ; colonial pro- 
duce and British merchandise moved on every high road and 
every by-way of Europe, notwithstanding his douaniers and 
his burnings; and even in 1810, when Napoleon had reached 
the zenith of power, and when he fancied that his non-inter- 
course was most firmly established, m<H:e com was brought to 
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Ei^land, because wanted, than had ever before been imported 
in one yeat, during the most preeung periods. 

But the babbling of fools will not be sUenced by c<anmon 
seme, nor by abstract reaaODing, nor by esperienee. Napoleon 
fell because he meddled with the coffoe-pots of toothlcM old 
women ; the Emperor Paul stopped the trade with England, 
and lost his throne and his life, and his successor would have 
met with the same bte, had ha not reluctantly broken throu^ 
tite fetters in which the arms and the fasdnaticais of the great 
adventurer had entangled him. Nay, at this present day, 
though at war with China, we receive plenty of tea, and it 
may be bought at lower rates than were charged during pro- 
found peace by the Eaat India Company — the honourable com- 
pany, whose directors gave it in evidence, upon oath, that, if 
they lost their charter, the Chinese would no longer serve us 
with any tea whatsoever. 

In the ordinary course of businesB, the seller is ever depend- 
ent on the buyer. With a fiee trade in com, the fore^ 
grower would be the truly dependent party. Once used to 
you as his regular customers, he could not do without you; but 
a chance buyer, such as you have made Qreat Britain by your 
starvation lavrs, your averages, and your sliding rules, is in his 
power. The purchaser on whom he has not calculated he may 
turn away, or screw him to his heart's content. Yours is the 
system to render the nation truly dependent, fearfully so^ 
doubly so ! First, on the landholders and jobbers at home, and 
then on the dealers abroad, to whom you suddenly and loudly 
proclaim your pressing necessities at the last pinch ; tell them 
that, with all yout struggles for independence, you can no loiter 
be independent ; that tu»0 they etm catch you for imce upon the 
hip; that you must come and aay—Shylock! «e wmddhaoe 
«> rhatai wheat»-~-we spurned you such a year- — ^we spat upon 
you last season, when we were independent— we footed you, as 
a for^gner — as a stranger cur, Ina wrm we texmld have ea many 
wheait I And will they not say with Skykck, you scorned our 
nations, you mocked at our grains, you thwarted our borguns ; 



,,;. Google 



SIB BOBBnT FEEL. 39 

the independence you teac^ ua, we will practiie ; and it ihall 
go hard but we will better the ingtruction 1 

The independ^ice of nations, as of individuaJs, must be 
based on truth, justice, wisdom, and honour, not on slippery, 
sliding rules, and hal^nny ayerages 1 Those who will &irly 
buy, when all the wodd are sellers, will have the best of the 
bargain ; those who are always in the maAet will be readUy 
and cheaply serred. The gambler boasts of wanting nothing, 
and, putting off the evil day till the last moment, surrenders 
his independence to the nurcies of the usurer, and the liberality 
of the pawnbroker. Thb is the independence which you adva- 
cate ; a system by which the low cmming of publicans and ex- 
tortioneiB thrive ; the matchless wisdom of the whole tribe of 
those who find their best source of revenue in the stupidity and 
distress of their nei^bours — a sliding rule which may well suit 
*^ the selfish tyrants, fattening on the labours and sufferings of 
the eidiausted poor" — sure cards to the landed proprietors, but a 
desperate, a losing game to the r^ged regiment, whom you 
lead on to the glory of independence, through the slippery and 
sliding paths of starvation. 

Childish as the fear of dependence on foreigners is, still more 
so is that of overwhebning supplies threatening destruction to 
British agriculture, and annihilation to every blade of grass in 
the land. If reason did not, yet has experience reftited, in 
every instance, the silly anticipations of shallow-pated alarm- 
ists, and the deceitfiil predictions of political jobbers. When 
the navigation laws were relaxed, there was to be no more 
shipping in these seas than in Bohemia ! Behold, now a thou- 
sand steamers proudly 

" beat the surges under them. 
And ride apon their liocks ! " 

The shipowners of Bristol petitioned Parliament in 1827, 
against the use of steam boats for commercial purposes ! Lo, 
in derision of themselves, they have since built the (Dreat 
Western ! Not to mention the fools of Oravesend, Margate, 
and Ramsgate, who saw destruction in the new-bom element. 
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or the sapient alderman and iron-nuater, of whom I wrot« to 
you in my No. 2, hare we not in the higtoiy of bUIcs, oils, cop- 
per, lead, and woo), proofi abundant of the fiillacy of all such 
notions ? Why are we not mffocated with flax and hemp, 
which come in Iree ? Why are we not steeped in tallow, on 
which the duty is only ten per cent. ? Why not overburthened 
with gold and rilrer, on which there is no duty ? Why not 1 
Because fomgners will give none of tiiese things for nothii^ ; 
because they adjust their supplies not by the dreams of diivel- 
ling idiots, or the fraudulent delusions of a fieculating legisla- 
ture, but by their own powers of production, and our wil- 
lingness to consume, which is more accurately measured by the 
desire to purchase, and the ability to pay, than by sliding rules 
and weekly averages. 

It is you who, laying claim to much wisdom and much can- 
dour, ought to know and to tel) us all this 1 If you do not know, 
where is your wisdom ? if you do, where is your candour ? 

Thus much for to-day. DIOGENES. 



LETTER XII. 

Sib, Julff 20, 1841. 

" Shear the pigs before you fleece the sheep," you 
triumfrfiantly cried, as you beheld the dawn of victory on the 1 3th 
March 1839. " Shear the pigs before you fleece the sheep," you 
shouted, in allegorical ecstacy, sure that this re&ied war-whoop 
would drag the valorous phalanx of landowners through mires of 
ignorance, casuistry, and &lsehood, to the honourable goal of a 
parliamentary majority. " Shear the pigs before you fleece the 
sheep," was the poetical trope which presented itself to the 
great politician and legislator so readily at the stirring moment 
of success, when conceptions are most vivid, and intuitive lan- 
guid limns ourpetthoughtgwithunfidlingpreciuon — asifhehad 
already entered on his great oflices aiiheari^ andJUeciTy (the 
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Alpha and Omega of his political science) the two great cate- 
gorieB of pigs and aheep — apposite emblemB to his mind of the 
British people ! 

I have heard it suggested that It was not fiiir to quote this 
sparkling b<m motf because you omitted it in the corrected copy 
of your speech published by Mr. Murray. Most excellent 
Bi^geation ! Did you obtain your majority by your corrected 
speech, or by that delivered in the house ? and did not loud 
laughter and applause greet this brilliant sally of your wit ? 
That there may be no mistake, I will copy the report verbatim, 
and let the pigs and sheep, I mean the people, judge between 
us ! it is, besides, pregnant with several absurdities. " If it 
were wise, under all circumstances, to purchase in the cheapest 
market, the feimer ought to have the benefit of the same prin- 
ciple in the purchase of the articles he might require [Tiear, 
hear]. What, however, was the condition of the unfortunate 
farmer, and the unfortunate owner of the land ? It was said 
that his burdens were not greater than those of the rest of the 
community, but he (Sir R. Feel) much doubted that feet Qiear, 
hear]. The land was tangible, the land was within reach, and 
as many blu^lens as could be had been imposed upon it [hear, 
hearj. Of course, if they were about to apply the doctrine of 
going to the cheapest market, they must extend it to the long 
list of manufactured articles which he held in his hand, and on 
which there were protecting duties. Of course they did not 
mean to say, that what was good for the manu&cturer was not 
good for the &rmer ; and as com was to be obtained where it 
was cheapest, so silks were to be obtained where they were 
lowest in price — so wines were to be bought where they were 
cheapest Qhear, hearj. But did not honourable gentlemen 
think that It would be gracefiil and decorous, before they came 
upon the farmer to «pp\y this principle, first to apply it to the 
manulactures t Let Aem shear the pigt before theg Jleece the 
theep ! [loud laughter^ before they taxed the farmer with this 
principle, let them apply it to themselves ! If it were good 
for com, it was good for buttons ; althoi^h com was a neces- 
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taij of life, it made no difference in Ae appHea^ttn of a prin- 
ciple." But 



for the words following the 

" Let dlcm ahear tlie piga before they fleece tbt atuMp," 
deserre particular attention; they lead you, if yoa aie consist- 
ent with yourself, 1« a most extraordinary result. What i» 
good for com it good far btiUont : there it no di^erenee in the 
applicatum of a jn'indple. The sliding rule is good for com, 
therefore it is good for buttons, for there is no difference in the 
application of a principle, and the diding ruie it your principle. 
Averages, ascending and descending scales, slidings and alippinga 
of piices, with all the paraphernalia of inspectors general and 
special, returning officers and jobbers, being good for com, are 
good for everything el8e,/or there it no dtfferenee in tie applica- 
tion of a principle. Sugar, coffee, tea, pote, wax, and wire (I 
thank you for the list), in lact, articles b^inning with every 
letter in the alphabet, oi^t to be subject to this process, for 
whatit good for com itgoodforbuttont — there it no differencein 
the applicalion ofaprijidple. Landowners, &miers, merchants, 
dealers, and consumers, are subject to your slippery slidings ; 
why not every other pursuit, every profession, ereiy trade, 
«vtTj &ti'i for what it good for com iigoodforbtUloTit — there it 
no difference in the ap^catum of a prineiple. To such a con- 
clusion your premises manifestly lead ; and unless you revoke 
your sapient dictum, you must apply the restraints and r^ula- 
tions which you advocate in com to every occupation. The 
meddling system of China and Japan, the castes of Hindoo, the 
guilds and family trammeb of ancient Kgypt, would be trifles to 
the intricate and minute system of sliding and slipping, of su- 
perintendence and interference, which you advocate, and which 
you would apply to every individual action, nay, to every indi - 
vidual thought— t/V what it good for com it good fir buttont ! 
You interfere with every man's belly, why not with eveiy 
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man's bmnl There it no difference in the applkation<^ a prin- 
ciple ! And— 

" Can mch thing! bs. 

And overcome na like a mimiier') cl<ilid 

WithciQtonr ipecial wondei?" 
Alaa ! they can, and many equally absurd ! Thus, fi>r inBtance, 
I find the following exquisite bit of political philosophy in your 
oration :— " The right honourable gentleman (Sir Robert Peel) 
proceeded to obserre, that this paper, in the first place, gave us 
the total amount of BritiBh commerce and manu&ctures sent 
out ofthe United Kingdom in the year 1837, as £36,228,000. 
How obserre, that in the year 1837 the price of com was cwn- 
paratively loie. In the year 1838 an advance was made, and 
what effect had the high price of com in diminiAit^ ma- ex- 
port ?" Why, BureJy, com being dear, and large quantities 
being imported, exports must increase to pay for the eicess ; — ■ 
this common sense would at once suggest ; but not so thinks our 
prime minister — that is to be! Hear him. "Why, in the 
year 1838 we exported to the value of £43,000,000 £loud 
cheers^- ^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ y^i "'^^'* ^ f^ "f '^^"* 
ought to haee eontratied owr mamtfaetures, their export wag 
£43,000,000, whereas in the preceding year it was but 
£36,228,000 Qcheers]." " Then, tui to skipping, the totd num- 
ber of ^p» mu tm 1837, 18,113; »n 1838 it vxu 19,616," 
£cheerB.]] 

I have spoken of mires of ignorance through which you drag- 
ged your followers — here we have oceans ! Surely, when two 
millions of quarters of wheat are suddenly added to the impor- 
tation, there must be as sudden an increase in the shipping em- 
ployed to bring this enormous quantity ; but in this case the 
increase is a consequence of our distress, not, as you would have 
it, a symptom of prosperity 1 Every broker's clerk knows this, 
tmd must lai^h at youi egr^ous ignorance ; so also does every 
broker's clerk know that, in this instance, the increase of ship- 
ping has proved a cuise instead of a blessing, because the laige 
fleets built under the excitement of that period, are now a source 
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of enonnoui loss and ruin to every seaport in the kingdom. 
Every broker's running porter will predict, that more goods 
must be exported when a had harvest calls for a forced impor- 
tation of foreign com, long before yon perceive the fiict from 
Custom-house retunls and ofiiciat documents ; and he knows, 
moreover, that such specific increase would be occasioned hy 
the pressure of scarcity and distress, and prove the very oppo- 
wte from that state of prosperity which your worshipfiil states- 
manship sees in it. 

Truly may you call the people pigs and sheep, when they 
gulp as absolute wisdom such wholesale absurdities — truly may 
you think them fit for nothing but shearing and fleecing, when 
you can make them believe that black is white, and when the 
dire evidences of distress can be turned by the magic of your 
sweet voice into proofs of proeperity ! But I say that you ought 
to be heartily ashamed of such ignorance, and endeavour to 
know better. I'll warrant that to-morrow's post (I write on St. 
Swithin'a day) vrilt carry out more solid political economy to 
foreign countries, in the circular letters of the city merchants, 
thanali your orations in and out of Parliament can teach, and than 
you, notwithstanding your long official life, and ex-offieial leisure, 
have been able to learn ; they will say, one and all, that the 
weather is threatening, the crops wear a doubtful aapect, that 
com may be dearer, and ships may be wanted — but that in 
that case the exchanges would be lower, money scarce. Colonial 
and British exports cheaper, and the opportunity fevourable for 
making cheap purchases, cheaper in proportion aa corn gets 
dearer, for the distress occasioned hy a bad harvest, they will say, 
is sure to force the holders of goods into the market, and put 
tiiem at the mercy of the buyers. Now this statement is based 
on common sense, and infinitely superior to your miserable 
jumble of pseudo-political economy, the grotesque and base 
comit^rfeit of the noble science, your ignorance of which you 
need not acknowledge, as you sufficiently prove it, but which 
you have sufiicient conceit to disregard and to disparage. 

liad I qfiace, I would have said much more. I would, more 
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eapecially, have written about the property tax, to which you 
have penuaded your phalanx to agree, in the hope of further 
deluding the people. Property tax ! as if a property tax could 
make plenty where there is a scarcity — as if a property tax 
could increase the number, or improve thequality of our loaves — 
as if a property tax could change the beans, chalk, and bone- 
dust, and all the rubbish which, whilst wheat is rinng, will be 
mixed with bread-stuffs, into wholesome andgratefiil substances! 
A propertytax may ffra^ your reeen^ and att&aiBik<mja\a 
political iqiponentt, but it will not satisfy the cravings of a 
starving population. What if, which Heaven forbid, we hod a 
harvest like that of 1838 — what if the diabolical ferce of the 
hal^nny in 73s. which in September of that year kept the 
people for an additional week from the enjoyment of wholesome 
bread, were aGt«d over again, by means of your accursed diding 
rule, would a property tax assu^ femine, and cure starvation 
and disease ? Pigs and sheep as the people are, they would re- 
sent the repetition of such an outrage on common sense and hu- 
manity—and you, your supporters and your sUding rules, 
would be glad to slip out of sighf: no loud laughter would 
greet a second time orations so replete with ignorance and con- 
tradiction as that of 1839, which was graced by the brilliant 
eflusion I have quoted to day — 

" Shear the pigi befon ;au flMcs the theep t" 

DIOGENES. 



LETTER XIII. 

Sib, Jtdy 27, 1841. 

I have worn my copy of your Com Law oration of 
1639 to very rags and tatters, and it will no longer serve the 
end to which I have hitherto applied it ; but you have since 
then deUvered several other speeches, mere new editions of the 
old work, vrith but small variations, and no improvements, and 
they will serve my purpose equally well. 
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Yesterdfty Rionung, befere breek&st, I ran through your 
Tamworth peifinnuuioe, and, upon my word, it made me pOBi- 
tively dck. There wems to be uanething in the moral 
constitution which, repeatedly nauseated by the exhibition of 
fiUlacy and duplicity, acti on the digeitive organs like physic ; 
and if the mere reBdil^( of a speech affects my well-Btrang nerves 
and unpampered stomach in this strange manner, need we won- 
der at the alarming, the dangerous, one might almost say the 
unconstitutional repugnance, said to preTul at court to see the 
man himeel^ espeually under existmg delicate circumstances J 

In your Tamworth speech, you omit all allusion to the " dull 
succession of enormous manufecturing towns ewnected by rail- 
roads," which t<Jd so well in the oratim of 1839, and of which 
I have treated more fully in my sixth letter. At Tamworth it 
would not have been graceM or decorous— at Tamworth it 
would not have been prudent— at Tamworth you " could not be 
juBtiHed (as you say) if you introduced any b^ic of an irritat- 
ing Dature"^^ Tamworth it was good policy in you to say 
*' that you could not forget that you owed all you possess to tite 
manufacturing industry of the country," and something besides 
about temporary distress, sympathy, your anxiety to enable 
them to command the luxuries of life, and all that swt of thing ; 
but, in the House of Commons, amongst six hundred country 
squires, " a dull succesMon of enormous manu&cturing towns 
connected by r^lroads intersecting the abandoned tracts, which 
it would be no longer profitable to cultivate," sounds more ge- 
nial, suits your occasion better, and is surer to be greeted with 
" hear, hear, hear," than your Tamworth sympathy, philanthro- 
py, and gratitude to the unwashed artisans. 

In 1839 you ridiculed Mr. Mari: Philips and his prognosti- 
cations <^ coming distress, calling im him for statistical tables 
to prove the &ct, before it had been accomplished : at Tamworth 
you admit the distress, but then you prove that accwding to 
your tables it ought not to exist, and that therefore it cannot 
last. In 1839 your predictions were belied, most speedily and 
most awiiilly, by the event ; at Tamworth your figures are ab- 
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solutel; belied by the bet : but you rtill Bweai by your %ureK, 
and will not Bee that in political uithmelic two and two do not 
always make four. 

In 1839 you say " that unless the Com Law can be shown 
to be consistent with the maintenance not only of the agricul- 
tural, but of the general interests of the country, and especially 
with the improvement of the condition of the labouring claBsee, 
it it praetieaUy at an end." Now, after the lapae of three years 
of one continued haToe of ruin and bankruptcy amongst mei- 
chanta and tradeni, with famine and beggary overwhelming 
the labouring class, and despur and death overBhadowing the 
land, you uphold the Com Law in all its glory, and point 
contentedly to your figures. This is the genuine insolence of 
office. Like the pig-headed obstinacy of the well-fed stall ox, 
who will not turn round though the flames have reached his 
manger, and the burning roof is coming down on his &t rump, 
you cannot turn from your sliding rule and your statistical 
statements, though the seasons should be suspended from run- 
ning their accustomed course, and nature herself make a 

Notwithstanding your speech of 1839, your large sunss of 
exports and imports, and your increase of shipping ; notwith- 
standing the excellent harrest of 1840, and seasons the most 
favourable for grazing, we are now in the midst of dearth and 
starvation— with bread, beef, mutton, bacon, cheese, and but- 
ter, at &niine prices. But you will take no counsel I EngKsh 
wheat is at 80s. and the stock altogether exhausted, whUst 
the duty on ibreign remains at 23s. 8d., and a iiill month 
must elapse before it can come down to 20s. 8d.-->but you will 
take no warning ! The people must eat bread made of beans 
and other mbbifih until next October, when the average may, 
perchance, teach 72b. 11^. as in S^tember 1S38, and the 
legislative fitrce of that memorable week will be acted 
over once more, but you heed it nak \ You ought now to open 
the porta by order in council, that vheat may come Jredy in, 
because it ia tBoiUed ; but you tum a deaf ear to common sense 
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and humanity, and shut up your gympathy and your gratitude 
until the last halQ>enny shall hare been extort«d, accor^ng to 
the refined and intricate contrivance, enacted that com may be 
scarce and dear. 

At Tamworth you talk of nmnu&cturingdiHtreBB, joint-stock 
banks, Spanish troubles, and the coast of Lydia ; as if wheat 
were one of the &brics of Manchester ; as if joint-stock banks 
consumed an extra quantity of loaves ; as if the coast of LydJa 
had devoured our beef and mutton ! — for these are the things 
that we are really distressed about. You boast of having ex- 
ported fifty millions' worth of goods ; but hat 0iat brought as 
plenty ofprovmons f You glory at our having imported a large 
amount of merchandize ; but where i» the food which we ward, 
and which we ought to have imported ? We want meat, and you 
give us stones; we want com, and you give us statistical fi- 
gures ! Where are the mx or eight millions of good and cheap 
grain which a great, a wealthy, a prudent, and a truly inde- 
pendent people would always have in store as a safeguard 
Bgmnst every emergency ? Alas ! you want no large stores of 
good and cheap wheat. They are an abomination unto you. 
A litde and dear it ytmr viotto : a sliding scale is your economy ; 
and your prudence soys, thai it ie better to pay a hrge turn of 
monet/fm' a small quantity ofvkeat, than to get a large quantity 
tf wheat for a tmaS sum of money I 

At Tamworth you boast of not supporting extreme opinions, 
but it is your opinion that one hallpenny in 73b. shall settle 
the question whether a million of quarters shall be withheld 
from consumption or not, though the people be in the mean 
time poisoned and starved, or was the case on the 7th of Sep- 
tember 1838. You are a moderate man, but you let disease 
and death have their sway, so that the sliding rule tlo but al- 
ways keep food tearee and dear ; for thi* is, after all, the bite 
gift of the argument. All this speechifying, aD this It^slating, 
this sUpping, this slidii^, and thimble-rigging, about a half- 
penny in 72s. 1 1 Jd. is but meant to perpetuate high prices by 
means of scannty, as by Parliament established, for the good of 
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Ae people — 1 b^ your pardon, I meant tAe landhrdt ; and if 
the problem were submitted to some proibund philoBo^r— 
given, a certun quantity of land — query, how to secure to it a 
perpetually growing rental ? he would readily solve it thus ; 
keep the people at starvation point ; increase their number as 
much as you can, but give them no more to eat than what you 
grow on the said land ; prevent all supply of food from other 
land ; or, if the pressuie be too great, relax teermngly ; but slip 
and slide your duties such wise, that a week's adverse winds, 
or the difference of a halfpenny in the average price, may 
threaten ruin to every merchant ; adjuBt your laws so that the 
com trade may become disreputable, hazardous, and impossible ; 
enact a slidii^ scale, such as they have in the land of liberty 
and civiUzation — in the land called England ! 

Whatever else there may be of folly and wickedness in your 
speeches, I must abandon to the researches of abler men ; it is 
but an offenuve busings to dredge such pools of fflsehood and 
absurdity. In my pn^ress I have been amazed at the web of 
shallow sophistry, enormous ignorance, and shameless misquo- 
tation. The wretched phenomena of ingenious depravity, ho- 
nesty laughed to scorn, science, truth, and humanity trampled 
in the dust, may well fill even the most frigid bosom with sor- 
row. Who can help mourning over a nation whose political 
character and public morality is henceforth to be bshioned and 
guided by the standard displayed in these disastrous, these un- 
fortunate, these moderate, these temperate, these bisexual, these 
emasculated principles, the marrow and essence of the — I sup- 
pose I must join the general cry — of the first statesman of the 
British empire I 

With what delight, with how much rapture, would I not 
turn from your unsatis&ctory periods, frtim yoiur mis-stated 
facts, from your mischievous, yoiur warped, your imtenable in- 
ferences, to the porti^tuie of a truly enlightened and great 
mind, a genuine patriot and politician, a wise and virtuous le- 
(pslator, the exalted bene&ctor of his country and age, the sun 
and leading star of the human race ! The genial rays of such 
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a luminary would warm the coldest bosom, and guide even the 
dull pencil of a cynic into the bright refpona of enthuBiasm and 
ecstacy ! 

With candour in his heart, truth on hia lips, and honour in 
his eye, no opponent could dispute hia words, no supporter di»- 
truit kit detigfu. The great miMion of his calling, the advance- 
ment of justice, morality, and civilization, would demand none 
but the moat simple as well as the most honourable measuree, 
- — purity of motives preaupposes purity of means. Hie ambi- 
tion would be to found an empire of superior intelligence and 
happiness ; to dispel error would be his particular talent ; and 
at his approach, cunning, duplicity, ignorance, suspicion, and 
fear would depart in dismay ; honesty and knowledge would 
be the attributes by which he would cause his ^e and hia 
country to shine brightest above former days ; and he would 
bequeath to future times the difficult task of rivalling excellen- 
des which had hitherto been deemed unattainable. 

Such a one might, perhaps, tell us, that le^Iation was not 
intended to be applied to the minutim of man's daily pursuits, 
wants, and enjoyments ; that legislators rendered themselves 
liable to suspicion when they meddled with matters evidently 
most profitable to themselves ; that those governments were 
moat perfect whose interference was but rarely needed in ordi- 
nary affairs ; and that in humble imitation of the allwise Ruler 
of the universe, human rulers should aim at simplicity — not at 
complication ; at liberty — not at restrmt ; that too little legis- 
lation was the preferable extreme ; that unnecessary legislation 
generated disrespect to the makers and adminiatratora of lawa, 
and challenging infringement, became a fertile source of new 

Of monopolies like the Com Law, he might, perhaps, say 
that they would generate, if effective, a preponderance of poli- 
tical interest, frequently unmanageable, and threatening to dis- 
turb the equilibrium which the vast variety of mental and 
bodily powers, the constant development of fresh intelhgence 
and skill, new wants and new gratifications, seemed best colcu- 
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kted to mmnt^n, u In the imiverae bo in the state. That 
lawa, regulating the Bi^ply of food — that the Corn Laws might 
not inaptly be ratted with the melancholy muerings of the 
teamed fiiend of Inilac and Raseelas — that the attempt, just- 
ly to apportion the supply of food to the wants (^ a constantly- 
fluctuatdng mass of people, would ^iresttme the regulation of the 
weather and the distribution of the seasons, and the insane 
&ncy that the aun would listen to our dictates, and pass from 
tropic to tropic by our directions — that the clouds, at our 
call, would pour their waters, and the Nile overflow at our 
command — and that we could restrain the rage of the dog star, 

and mitigate the fervour of the Crab Alas ! in mere fond de- 

luuon might we not find (as has been found in the administra- 
tion of all such laws) that some of the elemental powers would 
refiise our authority, and that (how true is the implication) 
muitHudei had periled by tempests which we found ourselves 
unable to prolubit or to restrain. Alas 1 do not let us lay the 
flattering unction to our souls, that we could administer this 
great ofBce with exact justice, and make to the different na- 
tions of the earth an impartial dividend of iwn and sunshine ! 
What must be the misery of half the globe, should we limit 
the clouds to particular regions, and confine the sun to either 
side of the equattv t What must be the suffering of half the 
people, should we confine plenty to the other half? What the 
pinings and miseries of the sucking babe, the sickly mother, 
the famishing poor, the aged, tottering and hungry, the feeble 
in mind and body, when wa let die interests of the stroi^, the 
bold, the pushing, the vigorous, the powerfiil, and wealthy, pre- 
vail, and by the nice adjustment of a halfpenny in the average 
price of 73b. prevent the enjoyment of wholesome bread for a 
whole week, as was the case in September 1838 \ What our 
repentant pangs, should we finally discover the impossibility of 
making a disposition by which the world eea be advantaged, 
thou^ we turn the axis of the earth, and sometimes varied the 
ecUptic of the sun ! » 
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Quitting the mighty lessons of the great moralist, he might 
tell us — " Look around, and ponder on the incessant change of 
every thing human, before we persevere in rules and laws af- 
fecting every grain of wheat that is grown, and every mouth- 
ful of bread that is eaten. Behold the rapid whirlpool of 
events, the quick succession of unforeseen circumstances, the 
duly birth of hidden causes and effects, thought imposuble ! 
Printing, an art once unknown, now furnishes, in a few hours, 
and for a few pence, an unmeasured supply of mental food, such 
as the power of Alexander or Ceesar could not have procured — 
nay, which even the mightiest imagination of ancient days had 
not extent to conceive ! Law has not protected, nay, it has 
opposed, with all its delays and oppression, the progress of rwl- 
roads ; yet we roll in a few hours from one end of the kingdom 
to the other. Tens of thousands glide now in splendid baiges daily 
along our rivers and seas, where formerly a few individuals 
could scarcely be collected, to maintain a slow, a perilous, and 
an inconvenient weekly traffic. Par mightier powers than 
Bt«am are as yet more or less dormant ; carbonic gas is kept as 
a paat sleeping, chained up in safety, until more manageable ; 
but galvanic action already telegraphs our thoughts and wishes 
on the wings of the electric fluid, and assists in reducing the 
perilous and poisonous toil of manufecturing processes, to safe and 
easy performances. In our streets wood displaces stones ; at sea 
iron floats as safe as timber. Navigation, mining, engineering, 
and architecture, have advanced more by means of steam, in a few 
years, than they did under the fostering patronage of princes 
and sovereigns during as many centuries. Every minute we 
live, every breath we draw, every hour that passes by, every 
season that rolli on, must convince us that we foresee little, 
know nothing, and legislate in the darit — that the world runs 
on with railroad speed, and that we follow with the silly so- 
lemnity of a lord-mayor's coach ; for such is the true nature of 
the sliding rule, by which you measure out distress and fiimine 
to the people, with the exact nicety of a halfpenny in ■ seventy- 
three shillings. 

In my next I shall treat you with the Syllabus of an Anti- 
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Com-Law lecture, aach as, I truat, wiU be delivered in every 
village and hamlet in the kingdom, during the progress of this 
great national aigument. Enough for to-day. 

DIOGENES. 



LETTER XIV. 

Sib, AugKil-i, 1841. 

It does not surprise me, that you should have repeated 
on the hustings at Tamworth, the claim which you put in, in 
1839, "for patience and attention, which you incur the risk of 
forfeiting, hy preferring arguments and figures, dull and unin- 
teresting in themselves, to more popular and exciting appeals," 
for there remains so much of human nature in the most per- 
verse of men, that the conscious defence of error will hardly be 
made eon amare, or with that glow of delight, with which the 
conviction of truth ■warms both the speaker and his hearers ; 
and however heavy and stupid, and therefore easily mystified 
by sophistry, and .overawed by the confident utterance of loi^ 
rows of figures, 

" Foil of Mund and fiuy, aigii%ing nothing," 
a moiety of your audience might be, yet the other half would 
most likely be sufficiently aware of the true state of the ques- 
tion, not to listen with pleasure to what, from motives of int«(^, 
they might be willing to hold up their hands for, or f>e con- 
strained by sheer necessity to yawn assent to. 

Fortunately, the noble army of anti-com-law lecturers, who, 
in humble but zealous imitation of the apostles of former days, 
perambulate the land, to spread the doctrines of freedom and 
common sense amongst the people, need not share your fear of 
forfeiting the patience and attention of their audiences whilst 
delivering their instructive and benevolent discourses, for the 
consciousness of truth and integrity stands them in stead of the 
loud shouting voice of a giant. An ardour till now unknown — 
enthuraaim bordering on martyrdom — agitation promoted witji 
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undying penerentnce— these, u I laid in my fint letter, are in 
motion ; with thew elements they find it easy to &n the dull em- 
bers of misery and starvation into a cheering blaze of wholesome 
indignation, anddiscontent fiill of promises — honourable and man- 
ly feelings of wrong too long endured, and submission piotmded 
beyond all reasonable bounds. Nor have the landowners any 
reasonable ground to complain of the odium which the labours 
of this body of intelligent and benevolent gentlemen find it 
their duty to bring upon them, for they have the entire benefit 
of the stupid and infamous system of legislation against which 
we eontend ; and whilst their swelling purses are bursting with 
a three and fomsfold growth of rent fiwm natural causes, assisted 
by a fiirther increase from monopoly, they may well allow men's 
agonized feelings to burst out in a few hard words. 

The landlords may be truly and propeiiy described as the 
cormorants of the commonwealth, to whom nothing comes anuss 
which will raise rents. Now, every advance of the community 
tends naturally to an increase of rent, and is therefore sure food 
for their wide and ponderous jaws. No spade turns a clod of 
eartb, no plou^ cuts the sod asunder, no pickaxe pierces into 
quarries above or mines imder ground, but a bit of r«n^ ts gain- 
ed ; and the success of the gardener, the farmer, and the miner 
is suro to be followed by an advance of rent. Roads and canals 
are opened, and they add immediately to the rait ; and if in- 
creased intelligence and activity fill our st^e-coaches with 
tmvellers, hones and oats are wanted, and that g^ves rerit. If 
steam-boats crowd our rivers, or carry shoab of citizens {o the 
Gravesends and Margates of the neighbourhood, property im- 
proves, and up gets rent. If mlroads traverse the inland coun- 
ties, or cocknies fly down to Buxton or Bath, why, rent flies up 
on both sides and at each terminus of their iron course. If 
temperance and teetotalism economize the earnings of the arti- 
san and the shopkeeper, they will indulge in better food and 
habitations, and that ^;ain adds to rent. If firesh ingenuity and 
additional mechanical contrivances che^)en articles of dress or 
furniture, the nudging classes save, and must have their bit d* 
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garden and land, and that alut augments rent. If enterpiiBing 
men return from the west full of bile, but with a planter's for- 
tune, or from the eaat miniu their liver, but with a nabob's 
wealth — lo ! they will have their country-seat and park, and 
that increases rent. If vaccination saves myriads of in&nts 
from the ravages of the small-pox ; if parents succeed in rearing 
large families with sound constitutions and hearty appetites — 
if the advance of medical science preserves thousands, who 
would otherwise have perished before they reached the meridian 
of existence — if cleanliness and moderation improve the value 
of life, and virtue and wdom prolong its existence to the 
duration of fourscore years and more, all this multiplies the 
demand for room and food, and therefore improves ren^. Nay, 
grim death himself is a sure and constant customer, batgmning 
daily for a thousand little leaseholds of ux feet by three, 
and the lifeless ^arca^eg are the most greedy imd profitable com- 
petitors for land, yielding more than double rent; and could the 
dumb tenants of the grave be but driven to the hustings under 
some Chandos clause, what a prospect would be opened to the 
owners of the soU for an additional and most welcome improve- 
ment of rent I And yet will these greedy Jack Alls, the laad- 
owners, have their Com Law to make assurance doubly sure, 
and grunt and swear because the shding rule lets slip in now 
and then a bit of foreign wheat, to interrupt this infinitely 
rising series — the true algebraical tbnnula for their " Aeon/ of 
rent!" 

The syllabus of an anti-com-law lecture, with which I treat 
you to-day according to promise, may be of some use to the lectur- 
ers, as a ready means to gather their thoughts and airange their 
arguments, when better materials should perchance happen not 
to be at hand. For illustrations of the various points set forth 
by me, they vrill be at no loss, because intelligence, vast readi[^:, 
extensive knowledge, a ready memoiy, and fluency of speech, are 
the passports vrith which I find them always amply provided, and 
which have gained them ready access amongst all sorts of peo- 
ple, friends as well as opponents. Witi Aem knmeled^ it 
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indeed pover. Were I to indulge in comments, volumes would 
not ezhaiut my zeal, and the colo»eal dieet of a double Chrxmi- 
de would not contain one-half of what I could easily fiunish. 
It may be said that truth requires but little embellishment ; 
but it is not only the establishment of truth, but the conquest 
of error, which we have taken in hand ; and error is a many- 
headed hydra, which a whole armoury of truth, and an arsenal 
fiill of the breastplates of Tight«ousneBe, would barely eufiice to 



He who would conquer you must indeed be well armed, for, 
however great your ingenuity and talent may be, your prowess 
is greater — nay, it is undaunted I What other man would have 
ventured, in the middle of the nineteenth century, in the reign 
of her Majesty Queen Victoria, in the face of the most civilized 
nation of the earth, in Parliament, on the 15th of March, 1639, 
to propose the re-establishment of every old-ias^oned law and 
r^(ulation, which our silly forefathers enacted to rule and ref- 
late commerce, trade, and every, even the most insigniiicant, 
pursuits ? But so it is ; and you, who still adhere to the Com 
Law, though every shallow argument in its favour has been 
demolished over anA. over f^in — you, who, from the hustings 
at Tamworth, loudly and distinctly pledged yourself a firm and 
unshaken advocate of the absurd and in&mous sliding rule, 
which has been proved to be pregnant with Iraud as well as 
mischief you told ua plainly in 1839, that wiat vxu good for 
com was good for btittons ; and I find in the Statutes at Large 
a clear and satistactory solution of this dictum, for the law on 
buttons, still in existence, unrepealed to this day, and liable to 
be put in &rce by the first informer, runs thus : — 

" No person shall make, sell, or set upon any clothes, or 
wearii^ garments whatsoever, any buttons made of cloth, serge, 
drugget, freeze, camlet, or any other stuff, of which clothes or 
wearing garments are made, or any buttons made of wood only, 
and turned in imitation of buttons, on pain of forfeiting 40s. 
per dozen for all such buttons. 

" No tailor shall set on uiy buttons, or buttonholes, of serge, 
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dni^t, freeze, camlet, &c. under penalty of 40b. for every 
dozen of buttons or buttonholes so made or set on. 

"No person shall use or wear on any clothes or apparel, 
except velvet (mark that, my Lord Radnor, and ye Corn-law 
lecturers, velo^, like lobsters and turbot, is excepted), any 
buttons or buttonholes made of or bound with cloth, serge, 
drugget, freeze, camlet, oi other stuffs, whereof clothes or wool- 
len gannents are usually made, on penalty of forfeiting 408. 
per dozen." 

This is a clue to your exclamation about buttons, and would 
be a &ir specimen of the system of legislation you mean to put 
into practice, had we not the distinct declaration at Tamworth 
that you camiot consent to substitute a fixed duty for the as- 
cending and descending scale. " I prefer," you clearly s^d, 
" the principle of an ascending and descending scale !" 

Now I have taken the trouble to look into this sliding act 
itself^ and I find in it some few clauses which are quite as 
amusing as those about buttons just given. There is the fol- 
lowing clause : — 

" Sec. 33. What shaU be deemed British com ? AU com or 
gr^ the produce of the United Kingdom shall be deemed and 
taken to be British com for the purposes of this act." Exactly 
so ; who could doubt it ? Or was it, perhaps, a question whe- 
ther only com grown on land belonging to peers or members of 
parliament should be deemed end taken to be British com &r 
the purpose of this act ? Really, they were very liberal ; but 
why wheat, bought in Hamburg with British stockings, should 
not be quite as much British wheat, I cannot, for the world of 
me, understand. Gold bought with stockings is called English 
gold, and nobody calls silver shillings foreign shillings. But I 

" Sec. 46. Punishments for making fiilse returns. If any 
person shall make any &lse and fraudulent statements, or shall 
&lsely and wilflilly include or procure, or cause to be included 
in (uiy such returns, any British com which was not truly and 
bona fide sold or bought by, or on behalf of, the person or per- 
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sons in any such return mentioned in that return, in the quan- 
tity, and for the prices therein stated and set forth, every such 
offender shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor." 

It is notorious that this misdemeanor is regularly committed 
twice a year by the great com-jobbeis, first for the sake of get- 
ting the duty down to a shilling, just at the moment their ships 
come in — and then, having paid this shilling duty, they go on 
the other tack, for they are fond of working double tides, and 
your sliding rule suiting them to the nicety of a halfpenny, 
they get the duty up ag^. This, of course, you are well 
aware of^ and alluded to it, I suppose, when you stated in 1839, 
" Is it not the lact, that without any ii^erferewx im the ■pant of 
the Legidature or the Got^ayiment, by the silent unaided (?) 
operation of the Com Laws, the ports were opened for foreign 
grain, free of duty, and that two millions of quarters of wheat 
have been available for our consumption V {vide page 31 of 
your speech). You were, no doubt, fiilly aware of these mis- 
demeanors, and approved of them ; or, if otherwise, I will ven- 
ture to say there is wmebody in Mark-lane who can teach you. 
One thing is clear ; as my Lord Eldon said there was no act of 
parliament throi^h which he would not drive with a coach and 
four, so can they drive through the Com Law whenever it suits 
them — I would say with an Ountbus, but that the act itself is 
an Ohntbus of cruelty and stupidity unparalleled, nugatory for 
all GOOD PUEPOSHS, but a glorious and useM instrument for those 
of the bold and lor^-headed operators and dealers in grain. 
Should the weather not presently take up, we must have the 
ports forthwith opened (in a week or ten days) by an order in 
council : in that case your omnibds will prove but a billt bdsb — 
and that reminds me of my SyQabuB*. 

Enough for to-day. DIOGENES. 
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LETTER XV. 

Sis, Jvly 11, 1841. 

You are not so very particularly distinguished for a 
clear utterance of your real notions and intentions, that it should 
hare become necessary to cltum, in your medical essay at Tam- 
worth, a double allowance of the fairly-eamed repute for skill 
in the rhetorical figure, vulgarly yclept " my*tiJicatio>i." The 
opposite system does not «t comfortably on you. When you 
seem moat busy with preparations for firing some great gun, 
your friends feel least alaim, well knowing, that however 
much powder you may ram in, there will be but little shot, and 
that small. Were you to cry out that you would gallop 
str^ht down St. James's, I for one would think myself safe in 
the middle of the street, and feel more alarmed for those who 
took refuge on the pavement ; and I verily believe the story, 
that we entirely miss in your last speech your favourite word 
" ocmdour," because some damned good-natured fiiend told you, 
that whenever you use it, every lip in the kii^om curls with 
a sneer. 

Your greatest admirers now assure us, that you are by no 
means so violently attached to the Com Laws as you were be- 
fine the elections, and that you would slip out of the sliding 
scale should you have good reasons for it. I am glad to hear 
it ; but, unfortunately, you have pronounced yourself, on v^ous 
occanons, somewhat too positively on this matter ; as, for in- 
stance, on the hustings at Tamworth : — " I cannot consent," 
(hear ye that, ye free-bom Britons ! he cannot amsetU !) " to 
substitute a fixed duty of 8b. for the present ascending and de- 
scending scale. 1 prefer the principle of the ascending and de- 
scending scale. I do not conuder that 8s. is a sufficient pro- 
tection for the landholders of this country ;" and then you add 
— " A duty of 88. is proposed as a fixed invariable duty ; now 
I foresee that, if you apply that duty, this will be the conse- 
quence : you will have abundance of foreign com introduced 
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jutl vhen you don't want it — when your own produce has been 
most abundant ; but wAen lie time of /amine »kaU arrive., then 
it wilt be impoBgible for you to raise the duty of 8b. on foreign 
com. Gentlemen, what provision is to be made for that ? If 
com should rise to the price of 70a. or 80h. a quarter, would it, 
I ask, be possible to maintain a fixed duty "i" And in your 
speech on the 15th March 1839, you s^d — " Ifgouhad called 
on at to abandon thit protection with the exhibition of superior 
lagamtff, and triumphant recaoning, we thoidd have been deaf to 
yottr appeal ,'" 

It must be acknowledged, that when a gentleman, usually so 
wary and full of caution, dropa the habitual circumspection of 
his temperament — oversteps, as it were, the modesty of his na- 
ture — boldly sets at defiance superior sagacity, and the exhibi- 
tion of triumphant reason, and though a whole nation leiU, 
am't amaent, 

" Ae who would say, I am Sir Oracle, 

And when I ope my mouth, let no dog bark 1" 

the expectation that he would be moved to change his course, 
and advocate a line of legislation in direct contrariety to his tost 
budget of principles, seems somewhat Quixotical ; but it is cer- 
tainly not altogether impossible, and, I may perhaps smooth 
the way for you. 

The singular ingenuity with which machine^^nakers construct 
todt to perform in fitctories and workshops the offices of the hu- 
man hand — I mi^t almost say the human head — is moat re- 
markably displayed in a newly-invented piece of mechanism, 
excelling every thing of the kind I ever beheld. They call it 
technically, a " Jim Crote," its motions resembling the " wheel 
about and turn about" of the celebrated Mr. Rice, who first 
suggested the idea of this clever and useful contrivance. He 
thus became a national benefactor ; but should you go and see 
the thing, and take a wholesome lesson from it, his claims on 
the people's gratitude would be greatly enhanced, and a suitable 
monument, perhaps a windmill, of the gigantic proportions of 
St. Paul's, placed on the top of Shooter's-hill, might be an 
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appropriate commemoration of hia double services to the state, 
mechanical as well as political. 

The factory where you may inspect this " Jim Crow," is fer 
east, and on your way thither you might as well inquire in the 
city about the present state of the com trade, and the working 
of the sliding scale, before you get on the Blackwall railroad. 
Suppose you called, in the plain garb of a man of business, on 
some of the great merchants, the Baiii^s, the Larpents, the 
Hubbards, and proposed to them to join you in an importation 
of wheat jrom abroad. You might tell them that you had 
plenty of money, knew the country well, were aware of the 
state of the crops, were sure that wheat was wanted, and that it 
was, therefore, the proper time to bring it ; but I will wager my 
emstence that you would meet a reRiaal in euch words as these : 
Thank you for your confidence, but must decline the business 
— don't enter on such neck-breaking affairs — the com trade is 
naturally full of hazard, but with the present system it is ha- 
zardous five times over — sure to bum our fingers — the moment 
there is the least chance of want, up jump prices abroad, higher 
than here, in anticipation of a low duty ; and when they have 
got the duty down in September, they will knock the prices down, 
and punish those who are too late with their cargoes — they al- 
ways have some low stuff in store for that. We shall be caught 
in a double trap — high prices abroad, and a high duty here ; we 
ore not clever enough for such business ; i/ there wat a fixed 
diOj/, there teould be a ekanee, but now there is none. Thank ye 
for your confidence, but must decline it. 

Leaving these cautious, solid, and wealthy merchants, I 
would have you go to the Bank, and get there five one thousand 
pound notes, and then proceed to Mark-lane, ruminating the 
while a little on the lote duiiee in September, and the strange 
circumstance, that they won't import wheat, though they agree 
with you that it is wanted. When you get to the Com-Ex- 
change, walk boldly up to the stand of some com-iactors, say 
Messrs. Kaye and Emm — mighty shrewd people they, up to 
every thing. Pull out your five bank notes ; you are sure then 
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to be taken for a mpectaible man, and they wont aak your name. 
Ab Mr. Raumer sajrs that you look very much like an honest 
Gennan, you might paea yourself off for one, and whiaper in 
their ean — " / vanl to mate a litde if^atment." — " You can't 
come at a better time," uyB Kaye ; " it's all up with the crops, 
and no mistake." — " Vdl, vatdoymt reoommendf" — " Why, 
beans, to be sure, man. We have just a parcel on board the 
Sliding Scale, Obtain Slip, from Egypt, off Atkins's wbar^ at 
228." — " FeK, hu ey beam 9" — " Why, tiiey must have them 
to mix, and we are woAing the duty," — " Veil, but my mind 
«i» made up ofveai—cat haf yoa cot f" — " There's a cargo of 
Odessa, at 53b. including freight, a capital sample, not yet 
passed Gibraltar, and may just be in fitr the BhilliI^; duty ; and 
if you give us two shillings more, the seller warrants a nx-and- 
dghtpenny duty by the 23d September !" — " Pid von't t/te 
doofy be down tootier — &ere'» ihtut now tueh a great wmt of 
veai ?" — " Pooh, nonsense !" says Kaye, " the averages can't 
be worked round sooner ; besides, it don't suit them to have 
the shilling duty before the shipmwitg from the Meditenanean 
are on the coast." — " Pirf, von'l de boo minitteri alter dem 
doolie*, ven de tee dot no ceat ie entered /or eonmmpHon 9" — 
" Stuff !" says Kaye, " they are a pack of asses — and you 
know Sir Bobert Peel has distinctly declated that he prefers the 
present gliding scale." Hearing your name pronoimced, you 
colour up, and thinking that they smell a rat, you, in the agony of 
your soul, cunningly pop out, " Vat an aet Sir Roppert Bed 
muet pee" — decline the bai^jun, button up your notes, and with 
a hasty bow, slide amongst the crowd, but not &st enough to 
save your auiiculars (rom the pleasing titillation of " to be sure 
he is !" 

If these two experiments should not satisfy you, that under 
the sliding scale, wheat does not always come in when people 
want it, you mi^t direct your steps to some deep calculator 
about the Royal Exchange — some man after your own heart, 
who does not mind principles, but deUghts in figures and state- 
meiit»— «oaie great commercial or political arithmetician, who 
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would govern the worid by atatistics and the rule of three — 
who treats men as he would halfpence, and, provided he 
can handle his nine numerala with their naughty BiBtei, 
and can show the aveiages to have been good averages for 
ten or a hundred years, does not care one straw whether 
(feott has reduced the number of consumers to the extent 
of the supplies, or commerce has accommodated the supplies 
to the wants of the consumers. These men of figures in the City 
are a strange Bet,and have the ability to demonstrate almost any- 
thing with their statements. When they want to prove that an 
article must &11, they show you a long accoiut of stocks and 
overwhelming supplies from the east and the west, from 
Russia and fix>ni Buenos Ayres ; but when they are for the rise, 
their figiires are all like a capital ; zero is the only cipher 
they can write : blight in the fields, rot amongst the sheep, 
epidemics killing the calves, unlimited demand, and a total ces- 
sation of production are at their disposal ; their paper is patient, 
their im^^ation only fertile in barrenness, and their ingenuity 
wandering amongst desolation. You must, therefore, be a lit- 
tle on your guard, and take nothing for granted but what can 
be proved by parliamentary returns ; but go over with them the 
history of the com trade since the end of 1 837- 

Of 1838 your new friend will give you the account contain- 
ed in my letter. No. 3. In that year wheat advanced in price 
frxnn the very first day ; the winter was dreadfully severe ; the 
spring unfavourable; the summer late, cold, and wet; and 
prices had reached TOs. to 80s. in the beginning of August. 
There was nearly a million of ([uarterB of wheat in the bonded 
warehouses, but none was entered for consumption, even on the 
7th September, because the average was one halfpenny under 
738. — say 72b. 11 Jd. Nor was this all, for by the 26th Oc- 
tober of this — the first of a succession of years of famine — the 
duty was again as high as 22s. Sd. Of tiiig honible, this in&- 
mous state of things, you, the great statesman of the ^e, aspir- 
ing to guide our youthful and humane Sovereign, and to control 
her subjects with your paternal sway, said most complacently 
on the 15th March, 1839, " But when the pressure came, was 
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tiiereBny serimit dlfBcultj in procuring a supply ?" Ye Qods ! 
WS8 there anything but difficulties — the difficultiee of the eli- 
ding scale ? There had been a prsBBure for eix monthg — an 
extreme dearth for three, and a iunine for six weeks. It was 
as notorious as the sun in heaven ! And you talk in the 
House of Commons only of the aven^ of nine years ! What 
are six weeks of famine in the average of nine years, ending 
in September 1838, as you coolly say, nothing — absolutely no- 
thing ! To him, whose every ungle morsel, which he pokes 
with his golden fork between his teeth, costs more than a hard- 
working man's pay for a day, six weeks of &mine are of 
course nothing : they go in the average, and that, for the nine 
years, ending in September 1838, was uot more than 54s. and 
odd peace per quarter of wheat, as you observed ; but to the 
humble and overworked hind in Dorsetshire, with 6b. 6d. a- 
week, and a sleeping berth in his hay-lofl, to the poor semp- 
stress whose thousand stitches earn her at the utmost one pen- 
ny in the hour (as I live, this b the truth), to the widow 
laundress, who, up at three eveiy morning, labours through 
weeks, months, and years, and takes in washing at a penny 
the piece, to preserve to herself and her poor orphans a shadow 
of the honest independence, which in the life time of their sire 
was just sufficient to keep them from the paiish and the work- 
house—to market, fish, and charwomen, to weavers, and &c- 
tory girls, to all the thousands, nay, millions, who keep their 
accounts in pence and farthings, to whom a shilling's expendi- 
ture would be ruin, and to whom a pound is an inconceivable 
and unattainable possession, to these one week's dear and bad 
bread acts as a disastrous catastrophe, and six weeks of famine 
are an eternity of pain, anguish, torture, disease, and often 
death. The six weeks starvation is the iron that enters into 
their soul, and the balm of your nine years aven^ of fifty-four 
shillings will by no means heal the wound, restore health and 
strength once lost, replace the rags pledged or sold, and cure 
Uie ills of minds and bodies, smitten by the in&mous system 
which I have feebly described in my seventh letter, saying — ■ 
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" That it gambled with the people's wretchedneaa — played ha- 
Eard with your halfpenny averages — and had found, in the life 
and death of millions, a legitimate and fertile mine for diabo- 
lical speculation and inJamous profit !" 

Sir, your new acqtuuntance, the man of iiguree, in raptures 
with a Tisitor of a congenial mind, will tell you with high glee, 
that on the 1st of January 1839, the average price was 78s. 2d. 
therefore &r beyond a famine price. It remained so till the 
S2d of March, when only 572,900 quarters of wheat, or ten 
days' consumption, had been entered. Now, afW this, did we, ' 
or did we not, want further supplies of foreign grain ? The 
averages fell, and by the 2d of August, when the harvest be- 
gan, tha price had receded to 2s. under &mine rates, namely, 
to 68s. 2d. and the duty was only 16b. 8d. witii an addition 
of 800,000 quarters, entered at duties averaging above 10b. Sd. 
But by the 20th of September the duty was agwi down to 
6b. 8d. and the prices up to 71s. lOd. ; therefore, in these 
seven weeks, there must have been an enormous want of 
wheat ; but the entries were on/y 26,000 ^tuiriere, to that, 
whilst famine during the harvest drove up prices, next to no 
tekeal vat suppHed bg the aid of your diding ride. But be- 
tween the 20th of September and 23d of November, prices fell 
to 66s. ; the wants, therefore, I suppose, were not so pressing : 
the duty again rfise to 208. 8d. but the supplies were increased 
by 600,000 quarters, at an average duty of 10s. ! This is the 
history of the year 1839, when, in consequence of the mode- 
rate crops of 1837, and the deridedly bad ones of 1838, the 
people of this country endured unheard-of sufferings and im- 
mense pressures ; the prices constantly ranged at vrhat we both 
agree (and it is the only thing in which we agree) to call fa- 
mine prices. The duties were maintained at an average rate 
of above 10s ; the com trade ruined every one engaged in it ; 
the Bupplies were chiefly poured into the markets when the 
duties were high, and were small when they were low ; the 
Bank was obliged to borrow money in Paris to avoid stopping \ 
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and you ridiculed the solenin warnings and predictions of 
Mr. Mark Philips, because not sust^ned by official documents ! 
Our man of figures will give you all these det^s with a glow 
of delight; for what does he care for distreBB-or prosperity? 
To him men ore as figures, and figures idols to be worshipped ; 
his accounts are correct, his statements accurate, his averages 
good averages ; and he b charmed to find that the returns fi-om 
hospitals, poor-houses, and bills of mortality, confirm, by a pro- 
portionate increase of vrretchedness, the sum of his calculations 
to a minute fraction. 

In 1840 we begin with an avenge price of 66s. lOd. re- 
ceding by the 14th February to 64s. lid. but being on the 
24th April up to 69b. 6d. ; good wheat constantly abore TOs. 
or what you call &mine prices, but only 37,800 quarters of 
foreign wheat entered for consumption. Our wants now be- 
came probably urgent, for an additional 320,000 quarters, or 
one week's consumption, were entered up to the Slat of July, 
at a duty of 16s. 8d. The pressure now grew insufferable, 
and by the 4th of September, as usual, the prices were up to 
71s. the duty down to 2s. 8d. but (dl the lekile <mly 42,000 
quarter* Teere tupplied to lotirfy the»e wants. From this day, 
however, the wants apparently diminished, prices fell, and du- 
ties rose; on the 11th of September, that is to say, within one 
short week, we had the enormous quantity of 965,000 quar- 
ters entered at a duty of 6s. 8d. ; on the 2d of October it had 
grown to 1,280,000 quarters, with the duty at 16s. 8d. ; on 
the 20th of October, with only 20,000 quarters more, the duty 
was 22s. 8d. ; and by the end of the year, good wheat being 
still at 706. or a femine price, the duty was (I blush to write 
it) twenty-six and eight pence. Read that, you statesman, you 
lover of your country, you leading-star of the human race, you, 
whb in your speech of the 15th of March 1839, sneer at the 
" eold-bhoded economist regarding money as the only ehment of 
natwid happiness : " you advocate for shpping and alidii^ rules, 
which wheel and jump about more than ever Jim Crow did, 
but which, instead of convulsing us with innocent sport, threaten 
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to conTulse the political stability of the empire, to extenninat* 
every notion of conunon eenae and humanity, and have already 
spread more destruction, raiBeiy, and mischief, than a hundred 
battles ! Surely a fixed duty of one, or five, or eight, or ten 
shillingB, would not have teazed and worried farmers, mer- 
chants, dealers, millers, bakers, and consumers, as this silly^ 
childish, cruel game of slipping and sliding evidently did, and 
inevitably must do ! 

Of the melancholy tragedy of the present year, we have as 
yet but witnessed the opening acts. A crisis is apparently ma- 
turing, but the issue rests in the hands of Providence, and can- 
not be known to mortal man. What we do know is this, that 
our wants have kept wheat at femine prices ; but duty has 
only been pdd on a small quantity, chiefly at the enormous 
rate of 24s. 8d. A large stock is now accumulating, which, 
vrith a fixed duty, would be gradually sold to consumers, but 
under the present imbecile and in&mous system, rem^s 
quietly in the bonded warehouses, to wait the success or &ilure 
of the operations on the averc^ price, to be then suddenly 
thrown on the market. So horrible is the state to which you 
have brought us, that many good, honourable, conscientious, 
benevolent, and wise men, pray to Heaven for a bad harvest, 
as the only, though dreadiiil, means by which the delusion may 
be dispelled, the Lepslature shamed into a sense of justice, and 
a great nation be freed irom the tyranny of prejudice, self-in- 
terest, uid monopoly, which, if not upset at this presung and 
momentous crisis, will perpetuate itself, enslave both the So- 
vereign and the people to a domineering oligarchy, and prepare 
for Great Britain the unhappy fate by which Poland has been 
erased from amongst the kingdoms of the earth. 

Sir, I leave you now to go and see the mechanical contri- 
vance which I have recommended t« your inspection. My 
heart bleeds for afilicted mankind : I cannot go with you. 

DIOGENES. 

b3 
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LETTER XVI. 



Sib, Jviy 13, 1641. 

At your adTent to office, ducretion will, perhapi, be 
the better part of tbIout. Those who cannot afford to oontend 
with the Solicitor-General that is to be, had better hold their 
tongues. Gt^cging bills, state prosecutions, and incarcerations, 
will be the order of the day; and as your Oliveri would have 
no difficulty to spy me out in my titb, T had better leave off 
writing, unless I should prefer (which I do not) the total ab- 
sence of sunshine. The present great fall of waters allows us 
little enough of the genial rays, and 1 suppose the shding rule 
has been lately introduced at the weather office, operating ex- 
actly as your ascending and descending scale, which, contrary to 
your sapient declaration at Tamworth, gives us no com now 
that we want it, but may periiaps give us plenty when we 
don't vrant it. 

I should find fiiult with this arrangement of the weather, but 
that I look to the slipping and sliding of winds and clouds, and 
the ups and downs of barometers and hygrometers as so many 
afguments, ad hominem, which, tickling and teazing your upper 
story, may spare another extremity of your body the caatigation 
which the Lancashire or London unwashed would be perfectly 
justified, and are able and willing, to apply to it. What a glo- 
rious sight, to see you, like the Roman schoolmaster, with your — 
but I forbear! 

To-day I submit to your perusal my circular letter to the 
Members of Anti-Com-Law societies, dated 19th September, 
1838, or six months before you made your memorable speech of 
the 15th March 1839. I say to you most solemnly, look on 
this picture and on that I Lay your hand on your heart, and 
ask whether you would not now have given your life to have 
been the auUior of mine rather than of your work ? What will 
be the judgment of all the most enli^tened men of the age ? 
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what that of pMterity, should the performances of two Buth t«*y- 
nifieant beings — should your speeches and my writings reach pos- 
terity ? I say irutgnifieaTit, for, rely on it, that though you have 
made some little stir in the land, and may bustle a few moments 
longer in Parliunent or office, to posterity you will be but as a 
soap-bubble tossed up in sport by a pigmy race, to toy away 
the nursery houra of the human tiunily. There must be a giant 
form and a substance of adamant in the greatness that shall roll 
thraugb the ocean of time, without being ground down to the 
insignificance of a pebble before it reaches posterity's shores ! 

Circular Letter to tie Memher» of Antt-Com-Law Auoeiatioiu. 
" Lofubn, September 19, 1838. 
" Gentlemen and Friends — Let me earnestly entreat 
you to use the present favourable moment for furthering your 
great object ; redouble your activity, and set every power and 
all your enerpes to work in the cause of humanity, justice, 
policy, and common sense. Agitate the country from one end 
to the other ; show forth in the plainest language the absurdity 
and madness of the Com Law, holding up to scorn the tomfool- 
ery of this piece of aristocratic tyranny, as well as the besotted 
ignorance of the people who submit to it ! Will it be credited 
hereafter, that a people who boast of civilization can be so gul- 
led t and who, gloiying in their freedom, can be so enslaved 7 
Ought twenty-four millions to endure a state of society in which . 
&mine may be produced by a day's rain, and in which a passing 
cloud spreads fear and alarm amongst all classes but one f What 
is our boasted liberty, if oppression like this cannot be shaken 
off? wherein differs it from the bond^ of the Jews ? In what 
are we better off than the slaves were, whom we have set free ? 
They were compelled by the whip and the chain to work for as 
much as their owners chose to give them. Truly, this is our 
case; and weare compelled (that freemen should be compelled!) 
by this infernal law to labour for as much com as the owners of 
the land allow us to consiune, not for as much as we could ob- 
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tain and enjoy, were we not under this curae and thia bondage ! 

I B&y this U bondage and slavery in the truest sense of the 

words, and it must be got rid of! 

"Set, then, every penny and every twopenny publication at 

work. FiD every newspaper and every periodical with your 

lamentations and your denunciations. Sound forth a blast that 
may be heard in every comer of the empire ; sow the alarm 
amongst all interesta and all parties, be they receivers or payers 
of rents and tithes, growers of wheat, or bakers of bread, grind- 
ers of com, or of the poor ; let henceforth no morsel enter our 
mouths without the word Com Law reverberating in our minds. 
ftoclaim to all whom it may concern, the errors and bUacies on 
which this starvation law was based — the enormity of ruin and 
wretchednegs which it has engendered, and the accelerated pro- 
gression of evils which it must overwhelm us with, if endured 
for the future. 

" Tell to ALL and every one, that teealtk means abundance, 
and abundance cheapness ; that scarcity is poverty ; and that 
that country only can be called rich, in which the necessaries of 
life are abundant and cheap, and within the easy reach of every 
honest and industrious man; tell them, that scarcity means 
poverty ; and that to make food scarce and dear, is to condemn 
all those to poverty with whom food is a main object, and by 
whom such scarcity is mdnly felt. Now, this is the case with 
the bulk of the people — I mean the labouring classes — with 
whom food amounts to three-fifUis of their entire expenditure. 
In what are the labourers better than slaves, if the quantity of 
food is limited by law, and if, with the most vigorous exertions 
they cannot obtain more of it than the law allows them 7 Slaves ! 
wretches ! no wonder that despair drives them to vice, and ab- 
ject poverty to the gin-shop— the high road to the pooriiouse or 
the treadmill. 

" Tell the labouring classes that scarcity and deamess of the 
necessaries of life must beget low wages, and that wages, or the 
reward for labour, can only be high when the necessaries of Ufe 
are abundant ; and that it u nonsense and felsebood to make 
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them believe, that as prices rise bo also will wages rise ; which 
never has been, nor can it be so in the nature of things ; and 
if they will but consult their past experience, they will find 
that scarcity and low wages hare always gone hand in hand. 

" Tell the clergy (who benefit by the hij^ rates of tithes), 
and all the professors of humanity and Christian charity, that 
during the last three months, all the old, rotten, musty, stale, 
and sour flour has been mixed up and baked into bread, and has 
been doled out to the poor at 10 per cent, above the average of 
wholesome bread in ordinary tunes ; tell them that the poor 
have not only been robbed, by the effects of this accursed law, 
of their hard earnings, to the extent of threepence out of every 
shilhng, but that they have been poisoned into the baigtun, and 
that the bad bread is the real cause of the bowel complunts and 
fevers of late, and in all seasons of scarcity, so prevalent among 
the poor ; tell them, that now an additional quantity of at least 
300,000 quarters of com*, once fresh and wholesome, but 
mouldering in our bonded warehouses, till it has grown stale, 
musty, and unwholesome, will be added to the perilous stuff 
which we consume as bread, and pay for as if it were good — 
tell them this, and set their thoughts on it, whether they go 
to their festive boards, or step into their houses of prayer ; and 
tell them that we want more fVequent sermons on the text, 
' Accursed is he who oppresses the poor.' 

" Tell the formers that they have no real or permanent in- 
terest in high prices, which increase their expenditure and raise 
their rents ; and that experience, as well as their constant com- 
plaints, in and out of Parliament, of ^ricultural distress, have 
proved that the Com Law is no protection to them, and that 
they have not flourished under it ; tell them that their in- 
terest is diametrically opposed to that of the landowner ; tell 
them that in the absence of foreign competition they have be- 
come the serfs and slaves of the landowner ; tell them that 
when such competition will be before the landowner's eyes, he 

* A luge quantity of wheat and fionr had been kept in bond eier lince the 
year 1S32,uid the pneeH of tioie injuiesgrun very much. 
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will have cogmt reasoiiB to treat hia tenants with connderotion, 
kinilneKS, and respect ; for then there will be two persona to 
the bargtun, which now he can uttle hui own wajr. Tell them 
that it does not follow that teis v^eat will be grown, but that 
it ii gure more Ivead will be eaten. Tell them that they have 
nothing to fear from competition ; tell them that the iron-mat- 
ter«, the silk-wearers, the cotton and cloth raanuiacturera, the 
wool-^wers, the ship-ownen, the East India and China mo- 
nopolists, and othen of the same tribe, were all equally alarmed 
when they were threatened to be exposed to foreign competition, 
but that their fears hare prored fellacious, and th«r alarms hare 
ranished, their pursuits haring, under a system of free trade 
and competition, grown into a rigour and extent perfectly un- 
precedented and still progressing, whilst, on the other hand, 
the sugar-refiners, who hare been nursed and protected by du- 
ties and bounties to the very last, hare gone to wreck and ruin. 
" Tell the landowners, that their rents hare been trebled in 
the last fifty yean, whilst all commodities not the produce of 
agriculture hare &llen to one-third of the prerioua prices ! 
Tell them, who made and who uphold this starTation-law, that 
if they would come with clean hands to this ' great argument,' 
they ought fint to surrender such increase of rent in reduction 
of the general taxation, and thus direst themselres of the sus- 
picion of the most barefaced and hardhearted selfishness ; and 
that, whilst retmning such excess to their own uses, every one 
not quite a noodle will consider every plea of patriotism or 
policy as a ferce, and mere pretence and humbug. Tell them, 
that unless they relax this accursed law, when people's eyes 
become opened, they will see their castles and their mansions 
pulled down over their heads, and that the day of revenge and 
retribution, the lot^r it is deferred, the more terrible it will be. 
Shall fomine throughout the land depend on twenty-four hour* 
of rain or sunshine? Is one permy in serenty-three shil- 
lings to keep us out of wholesome bread for a whole week 1 I 
say, this is a ferce and mockery of l^jislation ! What tyranny, 
crime, cruelty, and infamy, thus to trifle with the lives, wants. 
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heiUth, and cranforts, of & whole nation ! One penny in seTenty- 
three shillings ! Will it be believed hereafter, that they were 
Huch tyrantB, and we auch tixtis ! Tell them that they are as 
stupid as they are wicked ; and that, in cramping the energies 
of the people, and preventing the free and fiill development of 
the nation's wealth — in decreeing that we are not to exchange 
our labour for as much food as we can get for it — in starring ut, 
by their accm^ed and stupid Com Laws, they rob themselves ! 
Tell them, tiiat in a better state of social policy, the value of 
their land would be as much enhanced, and probably more, than 
it can be by their miserable and selfish system of legislation. 
Tell them that their acres, of which they have the monopoly, 
would be more sought after for the production of superfluities 
and the gratification of luxuries, than they ever can be for the 
supply of the n^gardly pittance of necessaries which are ex- 
torted from the soil, to feed, or rather to starve, our wretched 
population I Tell them, that as they have got rid, by the new 
poor-law, of four millions of rates, they ought to relieve us of 
four millions of taxes, and pay them out of their rents ! Tell 
them these and many other truths, and frighten them, if you 
cannot reason or shame them, into honesty, decency, and hu- 
manity ! 

" Show to all the fetlacy of the twaddle about reciprocity ; 
show how no one will give us com for nothing, and that if they 
did, it would be all the better ; show how, if foreign govern- 
ments are such fools' as to lay restraints upon imports, their 
subjects must sell their produce on terms worse for themselves ; 
they, not we, are the losers, if they will not reciprocate with 
us ; and if we imitate them, we are as great fools as they I 

" Tell his Grace the Duke of Wellington, who says he is 
afraid (!) of foreign dependence, that he knows nothing of such 
matters, and that the seller is more dependent on the buyer 
than the buyer on the seller ; tell him that, when the Emper<»' 
Paul stopped the trade with England, his subjects strangled him 
without much ceremony ; and that Napoleon would not have 
been beaten by his Grace but for the decrees of Berlin and Milan. 
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" Enligfiten those who, ignorant of the working of tiutatioR 
or of the nature of taxes abroad, claim protection on that score. 
Tell them, that but for this eurt^ment of the people's food, 
England would be the leaat-taxed country in Europe. Show 
them how taxes are ruaed abroad ; show them in what way 
military service wei^ upon the ener^s, intelligence, and in- 
dustry of the continental people ; prove to them that scarcity 
and high prices are the result of bad management or bad crops, 
and that with fuel and iron, cheaper in England than anywhere 
eke— with good roads, abundance of manure, ready customers, and 
many other advantages, whatever can be naturally produced 
here, could, and ou^t to be produced better and cheaper than any 
where else ; but that as regards com, free eompetiiim, one of 
the great items in cheap production, is wanting. Show diem 
also, that the pressure of taxation can surely not be diminished, 
but, on the contrary, must be augmented, by submission to a 
perpetual scarcity and frequwit partial famine. 

" Tell my Lord Melbourne how he convicts himself of non- 
sense when he says that change is an evil, and then advocates 
the Com Law, which is a perpetual change of the natural tiate 
and eurrent of things — namely, a regular, constant, and abund- 
ant influx of foreign wheat. 

" Gentlemen, such, and many more tmths, it is your busi- 
ness to put before the public, in every posuble shape and lan- 
guid- Now is the time, if ever ! Sound the alarum ! rouse 
your &iends to action ! put your opponents on their defence ! 
Agitate all ! you have every thii^ to gwi, and you cannot lose 
any more than what you are now losing — that is all ! And 
use no sparing language or mincing phrases. Call thmgs and 
persons by their right names. Robbery and murder are no less 
BO because acta of parliament sanction them. The slave-trade 
was infiunous, although countenanced by kings and councils ; 
and though great judges pronounced the sentence, yet were the 
poor wretches murdered who perished as witches. If we are 
.gulled, robbed, and starved, they who do so, though they be 
great lords, landowners, and l^^slators, are cheats, thieves, and 
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criminalB ; and let these be their by-names in the mouths of 
children and babes ! Let proverbs hand down to distant gene- 
rations the truths, the axioms, the nicknames, which a close ex- 
amination of the Com Law suggests. The time ibr patient 
submisuon is passed. Agitation, in the name of truth, justice, 
humanity, policy, and common sense ! — agitation ! tiiis is my 
urgent request and advice. 

" A Fellow Labodrbk." 



The duty on wheat had 


been in this year as follows 


January 14, 18^ 


8 ... 34s 


8d. 




July 20 ... . 


.... 20b 


8d. 




August 17 . . 


.... 16s 


8d. 




September 14 . 


.... Is 






October f 6 . . 


.... 23b 


8d. 


mid no n 


December 14 . 


.... Is 




ditto 



Six months after I published my circular letter, you stud in the 
House of Commons, and printed at Mr. Murray's — deliberately 
printed — " It might not to be /orffotten, that the weekly averages 
show that the fell ftom the highest point to the lowest, and the 
ascent again from the lowest, woe as gradual as it is possibie to 
be under any system of Com Laws." These are your words I 
DIOGENES. 



LETTER XVII. 

SiE, Avffiist 19, 1841. 

In the autumn of 1833, I succeeded in uniting a few 
friends into the first Anti-Com-Law Society. Of our proceedings 
the T'lmeanewspaperof the 30th of November of that year gave 
the following report : — 



" Repeal of the Com Laws. 
" A meeting was held yesterday at the South i 
Coffee-house, for the purpose of effecting the repeal of the Com 
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Laws by the fbnnation of Anti-Gom-Lsw wdetiea throughout 
the kingdom. The chur was token by Hr. Hawe*, M.P. for 
Lambeth. 

" The Chairman briefly stated the object of the meeting. It 
waa intraided to institute an Anti-Com-Law Society, whose 
TieWB would be to obt^ and spread every poMiUe information 
on the nature and effect of the present Com Laws, in the hope 
that iUch knowledge would lead to their abolition in the easiest 
and most sBtis&ctory method. It would be necessary that the 
society should not be too large, as numerous amemblies were 
found inconvenient ; but it was hoped that similar societies 
would be formed in imitation of the ' Anti-Co»n-Law Society, 
No. 1,' both in London and in every part of the kingdom. One 
of the principal methods of difiusing infommtion on the subject 
it was intended to adopt, would be the dissemination of small 
tracts and pamphlets, and he trusted the time was not &r dis- 
tant, when theu- eSbrts to disabuse the people would be crowned 
with success. 

" Mr. Bui^Bss observed, that discussion on the propriety of 
abohshing the Com Law was not necessary, as the attendance of 
every gentleman was prima facie evidence of his supporting the 
repeal, and they did not want opponents [[hear and a hiugh3. 

" Besolutions were then passed, restricting the number of 
monnben of the London Antt-Com Law Soeiett/y No. 1, to 30, 
and appointing Mr. Hawes ch^rman, pro tern, of the society ; 
Mr. Burgass deputy chairman, pro tern, and Mr. Wilson 
honorary secretary, pro tern. ; and it waa resolved, that those 
three gentlemen, with two others, should fonn the preliminary 
committee, who were to conduct the proceedings of the throe 
first meetings of the society. Subsequent resolutions declared 
that fresh rules and regulations, based on what other similar 
societies might have determined upon, or what might be deemed 
expedient and necessary, should be submitted at the fourth meet- 
mg, to be then discussed and voted upon by ballot, when fresh 
officers might be elected ; that every member should have his 
name enrolled on the books, and pay one guinea entrance, and 
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that th« renlutioni then pasted, should be printed, and cqnes 
giyen to tYfsry member of other Antii-Com-Law societies. 

" A letter was read, dated Notting^tam, in vhich the writer 
announced that the formation of an Anti-Com-Law lodet; in 
that town was in progress ; and it was stated that a umilar 
society was in the course of fonnation at Dundee. 

"Thanks were voted to the chainnan,and the meeting separated. 

" A Tcry clever summary of the arguments in fiivour of the 
Com Laws, with the title of* Form of a petition to the Upper 
House against any alteration in the Com Law,' was laid on the 
table. The irony and terse humour which pervades the com- 
pontion, must cut like a two-edged sword tlirough the ranks of 
the advocates of the present system." 

1^ sununaiy contained the substance of the Syllabus ap- 
pended to my fourteenth letter, in a fcrm which I then hoped 
would attract readers ; but it proved a feilure, as every such 
attempt well nuf^t do, when the publisher of my performance, 
as well Bs of " the Quartern Loaf," a weekly paper issued by 
our Anti-Com-Law Society, No. 1, assured us that one half of 
the people would not, and ^e other half could not read. 

The time chosen to establish thid society might not be pro- 
ptious to an immediate victory over prejudice and ignorance, 
but it was most suitable for dispassiDnate inquiry, convenient legis- 
lation, and dangerleas changes. The country had emerged from 
the severe pressure of a succession of bad seasons, with their at- 
tendant evils of $earcity, kyh price*, general mffering, and poli- 
lieal (^tation, aggravated by the predial disturbances of Switiff. 
We were fiist entering on a brighter period, blessed with good 
crops, yielding an abundance of food, excellent in quaUty, and 
cheap in price — a rapid pn^^ress to prosperity and contentment 
became perceptible, and the low range of agricultural produce 
was particularly calculated to lessen the ill-founded fears of a 
ruinous foreign competition. 

So precious a period ought to have been used for a large ad- 
vancement of civilization and good government. It was one of 
those fortunate epochs which the genuine statesman knows so 
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well how to seisse upon ; for he who would govern on principle, 
not on compulsion — he who would legiBlate from choice, not 

&om neceaeity — he who would have hie policy a smooth course 
of justice and wisdom, not a jumbling helter-skelter of party 
spirit and momentary ahiftn — he who would himself be ruling, 
not be the tool of a ruling fection — he who would be master 
of his measures, and controller of events, must know how to 



And abipe them to bis purpoBe 1" 
But, whilst the Anti-Coio-Law sodeties weie thus spring- 
ing into existence, what did you see in these auspidous aspects 
of the times ! As you tell us at Tamworth, you only saw the 
necessity of laying the foundation of a great party ! — (A curse 
upon your parties !) You established the most noble and 
piussant order of noodles, of which you proclaimed yourself 
grand-master. You slily squatted down on a nest of some 
three or four hundred Comervatiue e^s, out of which, after 
half-a-dozen yean of silent and painfiil incubation, you hatch- 
ed your pretty. brood, half vultures, half goslings ; uid when 
the time of pressure returned, when every difficulty, when all 
the sufioring re-appeared, which we had before experienced, and 
which the wise, the humane, the select, amongst mankind, the 
aristocracy of mind, had proclumed, over and over again, as the 
unavoidable issue of the Cwm Law, you dished up (which my 
Lord Stanley says you know so well how to do) to the house 
and the country, that addled compound of your incubatory me- 
ditations, the speech of the 15th March 1839. 

Doctor Channmg, the great American divine, whom you can 
quote, as a certain personage can quote Scripture — Dr. Chan- 
ning says — " A great mind is ibimed by a few great ideas, 
not by an infinity of loose det^ !" Had he your speech in 
view, that infinity of loose details, not one of which, as I have 
sufficiently shown, can stand the test of feir criticism ? Did 
he, perchance, think of the loose details which you dish up 
about the Savings' banks of Manchester or Glasgow ? Do we 
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not 9II know that depoBits in them are by no means made by 
the labouring classes generally, but chiefly by thrifty domes- 
tics, and by the children of wealthy parents, who use those 
institutions to teach the young idea how to — save ? Do we 
not further know, that the deposits may have their origin 
in the niinous state of ret^ business, and the impossibility 
of finding a better and safer employment for small sums of 
money? Finally, have not the accounts, published since 
you made your speech, proved the existence, in those very 
towns, of an incredible amount of wretchedness, penury, 
starvation, and disease, showing that the inferences you 
would draw from your loose detuls had no foundation in 
&ct? And thou^ you may &ncy that there is greatness 
of mind in the subtle use you make of your opponent's de- 
clarations, lekieh, I mutt grant, you are abundandy tkilfid 
to preti into yater gerriee, yet, if your inferences are false, 
what avails the plea that others fijmished you with arguments ? 
The Eternal Source of justice cannot be so tricked, neither can 
you esct^ exposure by sheltering yourself behind Mr. This's 
Btatements of prosperity, and my Lord That's account of the in- 
crease of trade, when, but for your resisting the committee of 
inquiry, abundant evidence was at hand to display the giant 
strides witii which distress was stalking through the land. 
Listen to what Dr. Channing says on such subtleties : — " Force 
of thought may be put Forth for other purposes — to amass 
wealth, to blind others, to weave a web of sophistry, to cast a 
deceitful lustre on vice, to make the «or»e appear tie better 
eaute. But the intellect, in becoming a pander to vice, a tool 
of the pasNons, an advocate of lies, becomes not only degraded 
but diseased ; it loses the capacity of distinguishing truth from 
&lsebood, good from evil, right from wrong; it becomes as 
worthless as an eye which cannot distinguish between colours 
or forms. Woe to that mind which wants the love of truth '." 
You profess not to comprdiend " the luathrationt of the 
brightest luminariei of tAat ruMe acience," for which you pretend 
to entertain " the highest respect ;" and in your triumph you fitll 
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ul of "tie harA, lie cold-Hooded eeoHomut r^arding moneg 
(asif you did not regard money!) at &ie onl^ dement of natu- 
nd happineii." But I apprehend it b not difficult to guesB who 
m^ht have lat for the " Ukenew, the ^thfid reaemblance," 
when Dr. Channiiig, in the " humbler department of portraitt," 
(I use your words) " sketches the politician" in these remark- 
able phrases. " He is not tieeaied by figuring in public sffiuis, 
or even by getting into office. He needs previous devotion to 
save him from disgrace in his public relations. Office is not 
dignity. The Uneett m«n, beeante mott faiihleu to prindplei, 
mott tervUe to opiniotu, are found in office. I am soiry to 
state, that at the present moment political action in this coun- 
try does little to lift up any who are concerned in it ; it stands 
in oppositirai to a hi^ morality. Politics, conudered as 
an invention of temporary shifls, as the playing of a subtle 
game, as the tactics of party for gtuning power and the spoils 
of office, it a pakry and ddatinff ameem." 

In your speeches, which, to do penance for my sinH, I have 
inflicted on myself the dismal task of dissecting, there remains 
abundance of matter for fiirther animadversion. The sickaung 
ingenuity with which you turn to vile uses the statements of 
an eminent political writer, may escape the chastis^nent it 
deserves, but, remtuning in print, the stain which such partial 
employment of valuable materials casts on you, can never be 
wiped off. Your conclusions might be easily refut«d, but thai 
their name is legion ; but, to give an instance, you avml your- 
self of Mr. ACCulloch's statement, that with a fall &om 
S6a. 3d. to 578- since the year 1820, *' the most extraordinary 
improvements liave taken place in agriculture," to prove the 
necesnty of keeping up prieet! If the statement goes for 
anything, it would, however, show Vtat fur&er improwment it 
ttot incompatible with a fitrUter fall in prieet ; but when you 
add to this statement, the words " not only without an increase, 
but with a very considerable diminution of importation," you 
umply rtate what is not founded in fiict, the importation, tak- 
ing decennial periods, having doubled since then ; but, taking 
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tiiennial periods, you must well know the increase to have 
been fourfold. What, a^n, is plainer than that, if Uthes 
were a tax, requiring a protectii^ duty, that duty would act aa 
a bounty on the produce of tithe-free land, and a tax to the 
same amount ought to be collected from the latter ? But it ii 
time to quit these loose det^ls, which perhaps wme more 
patient investigator will take up where I must leave them now. 

I shall conclude with a brief retrospect of your course during 
the growth of the Anti-Com-Law leagues, of which the report 
fumished to-day fixes the somewhat disputed origin, and may ' 
therefore be looked upon as an historical document of some im- 
portance. 

Wheat is now at ninety shillings, and you ought, in your 
capacity of one of the Privy Coundl, to step in, and prevail 
upon government to open the ports ; but you continue your 
twaddle about sliding rules and protections — make us believe 
that it would be as difficult to get butter out of & dog's mouth, 
as to obtain your "consent to a fixed duty," and instead of en- 
titUiiff yourself, by one generous act, to the suspicion of some- 
thing like feelings of pity and mercy, you glory in entitling 
yourself to the cognomen of Sir Rhubarb Pill — that comprehen- 
sive nickname, which embraces in three words the fiill contents 
of one of your most studied orations. 

You foresaw the necessity of forming a great party ; but you 
did not see the necessity of sparing a greater party — the wretch- 
ed party of the people, whom, by your resistance of the com- 
mittee of 1 839, by your declaration that " even with the exhi- 
bition of superior st^acity and triiunphant reasoning, you would 
have been deaf to the appeal to abandon this protection," you 
delivered over to the dire fete, which Mr. Mark Philips so 
clearly, so distinctly, unfortunately, so correctly predicted, which 
events have but too awfiiUy verified, but the apprehensions of 
which you treated with acorn, and turned away from with a 
sneer, " because not supported by statistical statements," and 
because the aver^es for ten years had been " only 54b. and odd 
pence." 
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You wanted to amite your great Ibe, Lord John Russell, but 
you smote the people ! Where were your bowels of compasnon ? 
The Psalmist sud, " Even I it is that have sinned and done 
eril indeed ; but as for these sheep, what have they done V 
But you, th-ee years o//amine did you choose, instead of say- 
ing " Be on me and my fiither's house, but not on the people, 
that they should be plagued !" 

You sanctioned the OhandoB clause, which, as all short and 
precarious tenur^i must deteriorate agriculture and diminish the 
[mNluce of the land, though it may pander to pride by gene- 
rating a debasing dependence on the caprice or political interest 
<^ the landowner, yet, though it should advance you to the 
helm of the state, it will only place you there in the same de- 
basing capacity of tenant at will, liable — the prime minister of 
the greatest empire in the world — to be turned out as one of the 
£50 occupants under my Lord of Buckingham. 

And if it were otherwise — for there are those who assert that 
all this was but a m<uk worn to secure your darling object, and 
meant to be cast off as soon as you have reached the top of your 
ambition — if you would in earnest come to your country's res- 
cue — rid yourself of the noodles, on whose bocks you have been 
borne into power — set up a new, a purer idol, and dare to wor- 
ship the policy of simplicity and truth— if it were so, the 
calamity would be none the less t 'Tis impossible that you 
tan do it — ^tis a dream — you have supped too fiill with horror — 
you have gone too &r to return ; but grant it were otherwise, 
and it would be a feariul calamity, more learfiil than your 
previous course — your resistance of every good and usefid mea- 
sure, your tact in confounding your opponents, your unsolid 
arguments, your tasteless embellishments, your mouse-traps 
and your clap-traps, your shearing of pigs, and your fleecing of 

The thousands whom your countenance of the Com Laws 
has prematurely despatched to thrir great account, may at least 
pdnt to you, when arraigned for their ill-prepared appearance 
before the final judgment seat — the hundreds of thousands, 



,,;. Google 



whom itarvation and misery have thrown into the arms of me 
and the grasp of disease, have the solace, that he, who declared 
he would " be deaf to the appeals of superior sagacity and tri- 
umphant reason," is a partner, if not in their physical distress, 
yet in their moral bankruptcy. And though some may winlc 
at, others profit by, and a few admire your present course, yet 
tune many abhor your motives, more despise your means, and 
mostly all are anxious that the example, be it profitable or 
profitless, shall not pollute the immediate precincts of their 
tiiresholds. 

But should you, on your acces^on to power, aa the paltry 
and debasing concern — ^the party which 3rou profess to have fos- 
tered with BO much foresight and care, what will it be but a 
colossal triumph of successfiil iniquity ! Power will shield 
you, feshion can even palliate, relieved misery may hail your 
desertion ; but when you turn over this new leaf— when you 
proclaim yourself no longer, deaf to the appeals of superior 
B^acity and triumphant reasoning — when you not only declare 
your admiration and respect for the Smiths, the Says, and the 
Bicardos, but learn to comprehend the science of these lumina- 
ries, and to put their doctrines into practice— when you acknow- 
ledge that duties fluctuating in a few months from 34s. to Is. 
and again to 22b. 8d. and back to Is. are not " as gradual as 
they might be under any system of Com Laws," when you see 
clearly, that averages of ten years, however low, can be of no 
earthly consolation to the wretched man teio has now to keep 
his wife and children on 7b. per week — when you discover, that 
though wheat may be imported when it is wanted, yet it will 
not be entered and Bold for consumption until the averages have 
been sufficiently worked by a gambling race of speculators, the 
spawn and offspring of your slipping and sliding scale — when 
you concede your hundred fallacies which I have exposed, and 
your thousands which remain unexposed — when you, who have 
spent the best part of your life to make the worse appear the 
better cause, shall tell us, that during the little remnant of your 
existence you mean to try the other way, alas ! then also will 
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one genenl inoculation of duplicity paUiate every moral and 
political delinquency, and, aa Dr. Chanmng has it, " genius 
become a scourge to the world, ita breath a poisonous exhala- 
tion, its brightness a seducer into the paths of pestilence and 
death !" Your speeches will become the handbook of every 
aspirant to &ine, honour, and station ; the history of your poli- 
tical career the study of rising generations ; your peculiar genius 
the model of the future national character ; the great qualities 
of consistency, taith, firmness, and simplicity, a byword in the 
mouths of babes. It is clear, and you must see it ; the greater 
the change, the greater your refiirm; the more pernicious the 
example, the more pennanent the contamination, for — 
"Thaf* the Tei7 cane of eyil deeds. 
That they engendgr a ioDg line of eyiL" 

DIOGENES. 
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APPENDIX. 



(A.) 

Note* to *erve at a SyUaiua for the Use of Anti-Com-SiOW 
Lecturers. 

1. The Com Law has been enacted to prevent the &ee im- 
portation of foreign com. 

2. It is eBsentially the landomiere' law, and the ofTspring of 
fraud and ignorance. 

3. Fraud ia committed whenever the teai motivea for any act 
are withheld, and felse oneg aubstituted. 

4. The fraud at the enactment of the Com Law consisted in 
withholding the real motive, viz. kiffi rents, and in gulling the 
people with false notions of the general interests of the country, 
dangers of large importations, fiscal regulations, and want of 
reciprocity abroad, protection of formers' profits and labourers' 
wages, general and particular taxation, and many other &lla- 
cies au^ested by selfishness, and conceded by ignorance. 

5. This fraudulent law was intended, and has had the effect, 
to limit the supply of food, not to what is really wanted by the 
people (apd of which no one ever formed a proper judgment), 
but to what can be produced in this country, or what can be 
obtained from abroad, when extreme pressure has raised prices 
to an enormous height, and when, in fact, a partial famine has 
opened the ports. 

6. The Com Law was meant, and has succeeded, to render 
the trade in com difficult, intricate, very hazardous, and almost 
impossible. 
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7. It limitB the supply of food, without any regard either to 
the prewnt number of the pei^le, or their posatble or probable 



8. The growth of food ts very uncertain, and requires at all 
times a considerable part of a twelvemonth ; and it is the height 
of folly and cruelty to rely on the home produce only, expoung 
the whole community to sudden suffering in case of failure, or, 
which is the same thing, to a perpetual chance of famine. 

9. With the present Com Law a passing cloud alarms the 
city, a shower of rain lowers the price of the public funds, and 
affects every species of industry and property, and s week of 
cold and wet weather fills the nation with dismay, and threat- 
ens distress, famine, and national bankruptcy, which must, 
sooner or later, lead to revolution and civil war. 

10. The want of a single meal is to most men a serious 
hardship. 

11. Many meals must be foregone, for the space of three or 
four months, on the occasion of a short supply <^food, or a bad 
harvest, by the bulk of the people, until a scanty relief, slowly 
afforded by importers of foreign grain, who have been gradually 
turned into mere gamblers on averages, duties, and the people's 
wretchedness, can be obt^ed. 

12. In the mean time, those who do not go without meals, 
and who do not die from absolute starvation, are, in great num- 
bers, obliged to sustun life with old and spoilt provisions, sour 
or stale flour, rotten cheese, rancid bacon, beans, bone-dust, and 
other vile substances not fit for swine to be ted upon. 

13. The strong, the pushing, the vigorous in mind and body, 
and the wealthy, may continue in various degrees, to guard 
agmst extreme distress ; but those who are lowest in the social 
scale — the poor, the ignorant, the we^, the gentle, the meek 
— fall the sure, the diief, and the earUest victims to this infer- 
nal and unchristian law. 

14. Low fevers, and various diseases attendant on penury, 
sorrow, vrant and hunger, bad food, or absolute starvation, are 
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constantly raging amongBt the humUer clowea, to their great 
HufTering, and phyaical as well as moral deterioration. 

15. Habitual physical suDering leads to vice and crime ; and 
destruction of bodies and souls in vast numbers are the result of 
the Com Law as by Parliament enacted, which, therefore, may 
be called " An Act for legalizing murder and encoura^ng 
crime." 

16- When the Com Law was enacted, gross ignorance of the 
effects of commercial and fiscal legislation was generally pre- 
valent. 

17< A notion had obtuned currency and universal assent, 
and was sanctioned and acted upon by govemment, as an incon- 
testible axiom, that the importation from abroad of commodities 
was an evil, and that the specific advantage of foreign trade 
consisted in the exportation of goods from this country. 

18. It was the ambition of finance ministers to be able to 
boast that we had exported much, and imported little. 

19. Many prohibitory measiures were assented to upon this 
delusive principle, vrith a view to diminish the (quantity of im- 
ports ; and bounties and other inducements were employed to 
increase exports. 

20. Such a system reduces itself to the simple principle, 
that it is profitable to get rid of many things, and to receive 
few in return. 

21. The object of getting rid of commodities might be mcoe 
easily obtained by burning, than by ei^rting them. 

22. The national object and benefit of foreign trade con- 
usts entirely in the importing and supplying the people with 
such foreign commodities as are in demand and wanted. 

23. Exports are payments for imports, and constitute the 
disadvantage inseparable from foreign commerce, just as in 
individual dealings the payment is a disadvantage to which 
we submit, because we cannot obtain the things we want vrith- 

24. If all the commodities of the world could be imported 
without exporting a single thing in return, that would be the 
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mort profitable ■tat« of foreign commerce ; but, unluckily, fo- 
reigners will not trade on such terms. 

25. False notions used also to prevail (^ injury arising from 
the exportation of money and the precious metals ; but these 
are only commodities, with which, as with other merdiandize, 
neither indi^duals nor nations would part, unless they could 
get something, in return, which suited them better, and was 
worth more to them, and of that they are better Judges than 
governments and acts of Parliament. 

26. If foreigners will give their wheat, or other goods, fbr 
nothing, we ought by all means to take the same j but if they 
really stand in need of gold for the goods we want of them, 
and we will not give it, we force them to fetch it them- 
selves from the Brazils and Mexico, which they will most 
assuredly do, leaving us to supply our wants on worse terms. 

27- The commodities which are most saleable are most 
wanted by the bulk of the people, and are more useful to them 
than money, or other things, which they are willing to give 
for the same. 

26. The prohibition of the importation of foreign wheat 
proves the apprehension that there is a ready sale fn' it, which 
means that it is wanted. 

29. If there was not a great want of foreign wheat, it 
would not be readily saleable, and would, therefore, not be im- 
ported, even had we no Com Law ; the very existence of a 
Com Law is a proof of its absurdity ; for what is not wanted 
will not come, and need not be prohibited. 

30. Much nonsense has been talked and written about re- 
ciprocity, and the absence of it in other nations, meaning that 
they will not take anything from us in return for the wheat 
which we import. 

31. That should, however, be no cause of uneasiness, since, 
provided we get only the wheat and things we stand in 
need of, we may leave it safely to them to see how they get 
paid. 

32. It would be absurd not to take that which we want 
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from tbreignen, becauie their goTemments will not allow them 
to receive in retum goods which they would prefer to money or 
other things, which they m .fact want, and would have, but for 
their own abauid restnctiona. 

33. Our government should not inflict hardships on us be- 
cause other govenunents oppress th^ people. Wo should not 
be fools because other nations are such. 

34. The people who live on wages of labour, amountii^ to 
at least three-fourths of the nation, must necessarily exchange 
by fer the greatest portion of such wages ibr food for themselves 
and their familieB. 

35. They must necessarily feel the deficiency in the supply, 
and consequent rise of prices, to a much greater degree than 
those with whom the purchase of fi>od is but a secondary conn- 
deration, and of whose general expenditure it forms but a small 
item. 

38. A government which prevents the labourers from obtain- 
ing as much food for their wages as they might do, deprives 
them of their natural rights, and robs them of a part of the only 
property which they possess ; the Com Law is therefore pub- 
lic robbery enacted by Parliament. 

37. Abundance means wealth, and scardty poverty, and in 
8 happy, wealthy, and well-governed country, every thing 
would be abundant and cheap. 

3S. In England wages have always been high when food 
was abundant and cheap, and low when it was scarce and 

39. The labourer pays for his food with his labour, and must 
work harder when food is scarce. 

40. In times of scarcity, no man's money goes so &r in the 
purchase of food, and less can be spared for other thii^, and 
therefore the labourer will not be required to make so many 
things ; in other words, whUst the labourer stands in need of 
greater pay, wants higher wages, and is willing to work harder, 
his labour is in less demand, and he will be obliged to sell it 
for less money. 
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41. In times of abundance, and when food becomes plenti- 
ful and cheap, lew labour will purchase a larger quantity. 

42. Such abundance, requiring a smaller outlay for food, al- 
lows a greater outlay, and creates a greater demand for other 
things, and therefore for labour, and the labourer will be at 
such periods in greater request, better paid, and better off in 
the worid. 

43. Abundance of food is therefore doubly advantageous to 
the labourii^ classes, who oHen, with greater inducement, have 
less necessity to work, inasmuch as they are enabled to pur- 
chase more food for less money, while more money will be 
given for less labour. 

44. In fact, scarcity, high prices, and great suffering amongst 
the bulk of the community, are one and the same thing ; and 
abundance, cheapness, and general well-being, go together, and 
are the opposite state of things. 

45. The so-called agricultural interest con^sts chiefly of 
three classes, the labourers, the farmers, and landowners. 
They are necessary to each other ; but their interests are as 
different as those of the sick man, his doctor, and the under- 
taker. The sick man wants to get well, the doctor wants not 
to kill, but only to drug him, but the undertaker would bury 

46. It is neither the labourer's nor the Sinner's interest to 
support the Com Law, which threatens to reduce them to the 
slavery and the servitude of feudal times, and was only enacts 
ed for the interest of the landlord, who wants to get high rents, 
and therefore high prices, for that b the same thing. 

47. Farmers have the same interest in high rents and dear 
land, that the shoemaker has in dear leather. 

48. Farming cannot, in the long run, yield greater profits 
than other pursuits ; and whatever is temporarily got by rising 
prices, slides insensibly into higher rents, which landlords are 
sure to extort. 

49. High prices and high rents require larger capital, and 
make farming Tnm-e di^cuii and htmardoag, and the tosses occa- 
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rionally attending; this, m other puranitH, out of proportion more 
diaastrouB in their effects than they would be with low prices 
and low rents. ■ 

50. If any extra burdens were found to rest upon the pro- 
duction of food, a wise govemment would remove them, or lay 
an equivalent duty on foreign fr^n, and thug take away 
eveiy pretext for filling the landlords' pockets with high rents. 

51. It has been repeatedly and incontesttbly proved, that 
such supposed extra burdens, if they exist at all, cannot amount 
to as much as the freight and insurance upon importation from 
the nearest foreign port. 

52. If the landowners had the fear of foreign competition 
before their eyes, they would be obl^d to humour and accom- 
modate the fiinner, and not drive such hard barguns with him. 

58. Foreign competition would enable the feimer to treat on 
independent terms with the landlord ; and the wretched system 
of short leases and tenimts at will, with all the attending ervils 
of political degradation and bad fanning, would ^ve way to in- 
dependence of character, and superior culture of the land. 

54. Farmers would be obliged to bestir themselves to meet 
the competition of foreigners, and would employ more labourers, 
treat and pay them better, and feel a pride in being assisted by 
intelligent and industrious men, who, with a fair stage and no 
favour, might defy all the world, and prove that competition 
is a great element of success, and that Englishmen delight and 
thrive in it. 

55. The plea that the high taxation, and what u' called the 
artificuU ttate, of this country require hi^ prices and prohit«" 
tory measures, is stupid and felse. 

56. The savage state is not fevourable to abundant and 
cheap production, nor to the development of human energies. 
It is man's business and destiny to depart from the satxige ttate, 
and to progress to civilization, which increases his powers. The 
most natural state for man is that where mind and body have 
the greatest scope for useful exertion, and in this respect, but 
for the accursed Com Laws, and silly and unnecessary restric- 
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tioM on commerce, England it far a-head, and Oterefore in a 
tnore natural ttate than any other nation on earth. 

57- Taxation is a test of good 'Or bad government, and if 
Bng ljHw) IB irorM taxed than other countries, it must be voree 



6%. With the exceptitoi of the Com Laws, and other stupid 
restrictions, England is less taxed than any country in 
Europe. 

59. But if it were otherrriie, it would be absurd to &ncy 
that the difficulty of high taxation can be rendered easier, by 
creating the additional dilHcultieB of conunercial restrictions and 
scarcity of food. 

60. This would amount to the silly assertion, that people 
with empty bellies and in ertrait waistcoats, can work better, 
and produce more, than those who are well fed, and have the 
use of aU their limbs. 

61. The taxation of England does not prevent our producing 
cheaply and abundantly iron, coal, tools, implements, manu&c- 
tures, steam-engines, newspapers, and many other thin^ which 
are all made by people that pay the same taxes as labourers, 
fitrmers, and landlords do ; and there is always (as ought to be 
the case in a wealthy country with bvert thing, bdt bbps- 
dALLT WITH food) a superabundance of such things. 

62. On account of the great risk attending the trade in com, 
because of the violent fluctuations of prices, and the uncertMnty 
of duties and of the sliding scale (which was invented to teaze, 
puzzle, distress, and disgust merchants, and prevent them from 
regularly importing foreign grun), much more money is now 
paid for wheat when wanted from abroad, than need be paid 
were the buainess carried on in a regular manner. 

63. We might, in fact, have a targe quantity of wheat for a 
small sum of money ; whereas we now pay a large sum of 
money for a small quantity of wheat, which seems to be bad 
management on the part of government for the people at lar^, 
although it no doubt puts hi^ rents into the pockets of the 
landlords. 
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64. The constant under-supply of food baa a most pernicious 
influence on the habits of the poorer classes ; it accustoms them 
to look upon a full meal as an almost unattainable good, pre- 
vents every indulgence of ioapitality and kindness, hinders them 
from preparing and using wholesome and agreeable varieties of 
diet, and habituates them, like the beasts of the field, to feed 
always on the same stuff, and to devote all their energies to the 
one object (^ filling the belly ; it therefore blunts their feelings, 
stupifies their understandings, extinguishes their humanity, and 
gradually reduces them to the state and nature of the lower 
animals. 

65. Lord Grey pubUcly declared in 1827,that the Com Law 
was enacted to make rents high ; and notwithstanding all and 
every pretence of its tieing beneficial to the people at large, it is 
notoriously looked upon by every sensible man as a pubUc fraud 
and a ffreat political lie j and the example thus set by the le^s- 
lature, proverbially palliates and justifies amongst all classes 
every species of fraud and deception, on the plea that justice, 
honapty, and condom- are mere sentences, useful to gull stupid 
people ; but that, aa the landowner, so also should every one else 
look to number one., whatever they may say to the contrary. 

66. The awfiil responsibility of such a state of society, 
threatening destruction to every moral and religious principle, 
rests with the makers and abettors of the Com Law, and 
though they may escape the consequences for the present, yet 
they will have to answer for them hereafter. 

67. The want of food is sooner and more acutely fiilt thmi 
that of any other commodity, and to make a nation dependent 
for its supplies on the single source of home growth in a coimtry 
of small extent, not very fertile, and crowded with inhabittmts, 
shows a great want of foteught and poUtical wisdom, and is an 
extraordinary instance of selfish and cruel le^lation. 

68. Agriculture is a pursuit liable to the chances of weather, 
blight, vermin, and many uncontrollable circumstances, and to 
encourage it by artificial means, and the stimulus of specific le- 
gislative protection, is more likely to lead to disappointment 
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than pursuits which are chiefly dependant on mere industry, 
and the iree will and control of man. 

69. It IB the will of God, as revealed by the Christian dis- 
pensation, that all men should be brethren, and this spuit is 
eifeetually furthered by the conunercial intercouise between the 
various nations of the earth, called into action by mutual wants 
and various abihtjes to satisfy the same. 

70. The dependence, founded on mutual wants aad bteresta, 
is a very wholesome dependence, luid well calculated to check 
national animoritiea, and to prevent governments from entering 
upon wastetul and bloody wars ; and peace, goodwill, and plenty 
of food, secured by iree trade and honourable competition, would 
be infinitely better than the starving indepoKlence decreed by a 
few landlords at home, and which is no independence at all. 

71. The Com Law is not only an injury and calamity to 
this emfnre, but also to f(»eign countries ; for the frequently 
unexpected demand caused by the sliding rule (which is an in- 
famous enactment to destroy the legitimate, regular, and neces- 
sary trade in human food) raises prices abroad, and deprives 
other nations of their grain when they can ill span it, and are 
not prepared to meet our wants. At such times, British com- 
merce, instead of diffusing general well-being, simply but most 
cruelly transfers fiunine from this to other countries, and in- 
stead of blesungB, calls down curses, deep and loud, upon the 
merchants, the legislature, and the people of England. 

72. The fear of overwhelming supplies from abroad is quite 
absurd ; a great increase of raw produce, but more especially of 
food, requires not only much good land, but new capital, imple- 
ments, cattle, roads, labourers, and steady and industrious 
habits, conditionB which can only be the result of time, and 
will not spring up in a day, a month, or a year ; and wherever 
both capital and labour are in abundance, there the food pro- 
duced is wanted at home, and can no longer be spared for 
exportation, as we see in England and in France. 

73. Free and full competition will produce greater abundance 
and somewhat lower prices, but an immente additional 
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and conBequently a iteady, ready, and rapid 
gale of the additions] Buppliee of food, which will compen- 
sate every reduction of price ; experience has ahonn this to be 
the case with every conunodity or convenience that has been 
ofiered to the public, in greater plenty, and on lower terms. 

74. It has been held, by the general consent of mankind, at 
all times and in all places (parliament excepted) that abun- 
dance of food is a good thing, and that scarcity is a bad thing, 
and this seems to be dictated by common sense ; an immense 
quantity of selfishness, cruelty, prejudice, and stupidity, must 
have been combined, to prevail upon an entire nation to assent 
to a course of testation in the most direct opposition to truths 
so maniiest and incontrovertible. 

75. With an abundance of food, there is a constant scramble 
amongst butchers, bakers, and provision merchants, to get cus- 
tomers, and they will use every endeavour to serve them chet^ 
and well ; but with a limited supply, the scmmble will be 
amongst the customers, and they will have to put up with 
every sort of rubbish, the means to purchase which they have 
to earn by an excess of labour : the Com Law is the true cause, 
not only of the cunning, vice, and crime of our population, but 
also of the necessity of men, women, and children, having to 
work from twelve to sixteen hours a day. 

76. The complaint c^ want of employment is an absurd 
complaint, it being the want of food and the commodities which 
labourers wish to use, but which do not exist, and which, 
thov^h they worked ever so hard, would not be forthcoming, 
of which we ov^ht to complain. 

77. Laws restnunmg the hours of labour cannot increase the 
quantity of food which the labourers scramble to obtain ; high» 
wa^s would not increase our stock of beef, mutton, and bread, 
which are now at &mine prices ; and if all the taxes were taken 
off from every article beginning with every letter in the alpha- 
bet, that would not increase the quantity of wheat or potatoes 
grown in England. The remedy for the deficient supply must 
be sought in a more profitable and quick exchange of the 
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pe(^Ie'B labour for food, wherever it can be got, by meana of an 
immediate removal of restrictions on individual exertions and 
national industry, whether of the labourer, &rmer, manu&c- 
turer, trader, or merchant ; in other words, by free and un- 
bounded competition. 

76. All Com Laws, with or without sliding rules, which 
are intended to prevent the importation of a single grmn of 
wheat, ought therefore forthwith to be repealed. 

79. The landowners wtU be nowite injured by tuck a repeal, 
for the general increase of wealth, content, and national happi- 
oesB, will be a better protection than the Com Law, which is 
an irrational, dishonest, and disgracefiil prerogative, and a con- 
stant, inevitable, and indisputably jiut cause of discontent ; 
tiiey will, to their own mr]m»e, find themselves in possession 

e profitable and secure monopoly, that of a constantly 
g value of land, arising from the growing riches of the 

community, and cheerfuUy conceded, because based on natural 

causes, on justice, humanity, and sound pohcy. 

80. By the total repeal of the Com' Law, Great Britain 
would malce proclamation to all mankind, in a noble and ex- 
alted manner, of the repentance and reform of a great people, 
which, amongst many disinterested acts and deeds of humani- 
ty, have unfortunately set the example of national error, by a 
foolish, puerile, and meddling system of commercial legislation, 
aped every where else, and causing universal delusion, much 
suffering, wretchedness, and contention, with sorrow, vice, 
crime, war, bloodshed, and death, to millions of our fellow 

81. Such a great public acknowledgment, confesdon and re- 
form of national and political error and sin, will (^ve mankind 
an impresuve, magnanimous, and practical lesson of the high- 
est human wisdom, and set a glorious precedent of true state 
poUcy, sure of general imitation, and certain to advance Eng- 
land more, infinitely more, m the esteem and wondrous admi- 
ration of the nations of the earth, than all the battles her ar- 
mies have gained, the victories yielded to her on the seas, the 
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wealth accumulated by her merchants, the miiscles performed 
by her manu&cturera and her artiaaoB ! The curniing of auch 
wisdom will disarm all envy, jealousy, and suspicion ; it will 
Tender all negociations and treaties unnecessary ; it will counter- 
act all prohibitions, custom-house unions, and excluuons ; it 
will iireiistibly open to the British trader cTery frontier, port, 
and warehouse of foreign parts, and render every nation, that 
has to spare commodities, uselul, agreeable, or necessary to 
Bnglishm^ tributary to the comfort, wealth, and happiness, 
of this great empire, by means of the uncontrollable force of cir- 
cumstances, and the innate principles of human nature ! Hap- 
py the statesmen who have minds to comprehend, and will and 
power to practise such wisdom! — Happy the sovereign, in 
whom councils such men have a seat ! — Thrice happy the 
people who are ruled by their measures ! 

82. The Lilliputian knowingness of the right honourable 
pretender to statesmanship, who, more wise in his own conceit 
than the Almighty ruler of the universe, will measure out, to 
the nicety (^f a halfpenny in leoenty-three shiUingt, the supply 
of food to the greatest nation on eartJi, is not sufficient, by his 
own confession, to comprehend tiAe mienee &at teaekea mek mi- 
dom. What he comprehends, or intends, he states not at his 
late dimier, in his late speech in fevour of the tUent si/»tem ; 
he only shakes his head, and there is nothing in that. But 
fiom the hustings he has explicitly declared, that he is still an 
unaltered adherent to the sliding scale, which includes the ap- 
plication of it, not only to the humble manu&cturer of buttons, 
and Snip, the tailor, but to every other human pursuit, for 
there is, according to his own words, «o differew^ in the ap- 
plieaiitm of a principle. To him, then, unless in the strange 
vicisutude of human afiairs he should find it expedient, with 
the venatility of character which distinguishes great minds and 
vast intellects, to react the drama of the Catholic emancipa- 
tion, and emancipate our beUies, either from the pressure with- 
out or within— to him we must not look for a repeal of the 
H 
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Com Law, or other restrictions. He is for the slidit^ scale — 
he prefers intricacy to simplicity — and cannot comprehend that 
the mysteries of politics and the difficulties of goreming might 
be unravelled and diminished by the easy process of abstunii^ 
from the meddling, tricking, piddling, troublesome system of 
old-^ahiimed l^ialatJon, of which the Com Law and sUding 
scale are the almost last ridiculous but cruel remnant — a rem- 
nant which he has hitherto publicly defended, but which he 
seems now inclined to exchange for something probably «one, 
because requiring the veil of secrecy, the safeguard of dark- 
ness, and the gloomy protection of mysterious silence — fit at- 
tributes of conspiracy and treasonable proceeding, but ill suited 
for the government of a great, a powerfiil, a hold, and an ho- 
nourable nation. 

83. When clouds are seen, wise men put on their cloaks. 
It behoves then all thinking persons, patriotic men, lovers of 
their country, and friends of mankind, to be up and doing, and 
to exhibit to the world, in every possible point of view, the 
absurdity, injustice, and cruelty, of the Com Law, and every 
other restriction on honest industry, and the development of 
our powers and fitculties. Mankind cannot stand still ; if we 
do not advance, we shall recede. We have been forewarned, 
for in the words of him of Botvorth has he of Tamwortit spo- 
ken, saying — 

" PlniiB han I lud, iadocUoiiB dangemu ; 
DiTC thonghti down to my loul ', " 

God save rns Qdbbn ! 



,,;. Google 



POSTSCRIPT. 



Sib, 

Seventeen letters without a single postscript would be 
unprecedented in the annals of correspondence ; besides which, 
I have many reasons for adding a few parting words, with 
which I must now trouble you. 

The fine weather has come to your rescue, and, allaying pub- 
lic alarm, may possibly confirm you in your Tamworth decla- 
ration, " / can't eojuent to a fixed duty !" If so, it will, as a 
matter of course, prevent your opening the ports, which ought 
to have been done weeks ago by order in councU, to let in 
wheat now that we do want it, instead of waiting until the duty 
has been got down by hook and by crook to admit it, when 
there may be no want for it. This has been the effect of your 
sliding scale for the last three seasons, as you may see &iMn the 
following table : 



WbeU WhotmUnd WluU Wbntutgnl 

1838 ....Qn. 919,886.... 13,683 4S,ST0.. .. 1,100,960 

18M .... , 381,984.... 4,646 37,156.... 76S,SB4 

1840 .... , 688,U4... .17,469 691 ... .1,363,450 

Tottldntr pud id Angiut.. 34,797 Do. in Septcmbsr.. 3,628,794 



from which it would appear, that our wants in September are 
a hundredfold greater than in August, which is manifestly ab- 
surd, the truth beii^, that with enormous sfDcks in our ware- 
houses, and wheat at what you call fiunine prices, none is en- 
tered in August ; but when the harvesting of our own crops 
secures us at all events agunst immediate want, imraeose addi- 
tional supplies are suddenly poured in by the Com Law jobbers- 
h2 
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Now, I hate repetitioiiB, unleaa they be the wisdom of Solo- 
mon, or the wit of Shakegpear ; but I can really not abBtain from 
ringing once more into your ears the old peel, the wise words which 
you pronounced in the House of Commons on the 15th Match 
1839, Tiz. — " But when the pressure came, was there any se- 
rious difficulty 7 The fitll, and again the ascent, was as gradual 
aa it is posmble to be under any tyttem of Gom Laiet !" Well 
may you call out with honest Dogberry — *' I am a wise fellow, 
and which is more, as pretty a piece of fledi as any in Tam- 
worth, and one &at knowt the late .'" Did you know the law ? 
Many, it must strike every one, that its meet ardent admirer 

has writ himself down what you can see, if you read honest 

master constable's speech to its finale. 

If^ as you have stated, a fixed duty won't do, and if, as we 
all see, your sliding rule won't do, I think we must come to the 
conclusion, that *' no ^*ttm of Com Law»" would be preferable, 
and help us most speedily out of the dilemma. 

Whether the present crop will be an abundant one or not, it 
is impossible to know ; but the quality must be inferior, and 
the lowest duty may not be attained; the operations may fail. 
Many of the speculatora may Iw ruined, and their powers to 
afford relief in future times of want will be crippled. Your law 
however has taught them the trick, and sanctions their prac- 
tices. In the mean time the public is swindled out of the en- 
joyment of an abundance of wholesome bread, and the country 
is kept in a state of desperate agitation, laying the foundation 
to wide-spreading ruin. 

Perchance you consider misery and suffering as a state of 
wholesome discipline. Perchance you agree with one honest 
" Joshua Dee," merchant and politdco-economical writer in the 
reign of good George II. who gives his reasons for scarcity and 
deamess, as you may read in his twenty-third chapter, contain- 
ing proportions for better regulating and employing the poor, 
at page 73, thus :-— " It has been remariced by our clothiers and 
other manu&ctureTR, tiiat when com be cheap, they have great 
difficulty to get their spinning and other work done ; for the 
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poor could buy provisions enou^ with two or three days' w^s, 
and would spend the rest in idleness, drinking. See. (what he 
means by Sic. he does not tell ua ; perhaps reading, gardening, 
fishing, wholesome instruction, or innocent recreaUon T) : but 
when com has been dear, they have been found to stick all the 
week to it, and the clothiers have had more woik done, with all 
the ease that could be desired." Good Mr. Gee ! Ease on the 
part of the clothiers seema to him a most excellent thii^ 1 They 
are not idle ; they don't diink ; they don't &c. I But eaie to 

ti« laiourer that alters Uie case ! — there be idling, drinking, 

and that confounded &e. ! Good Hr. Gee ! 

By way of appendix, I have added a transcript of the circular 
letter, of a mercantile firm of eminence in the city, con- 
veying to continental correspondents its views of the present as- 
pect of the times and the wants under which the country labours. 
There is, in my opinion, much to be learnt out of this letter, 
and I vrish that you would devote a few minutes to its perusal. 
When merchants turn philosophers, Btatesmen, I think, should 
try to become rational men. 

DIOGENES. 
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(B.) 

Tramcript/nm a Mereanlile drcstar, dated tht Uth Augutl 1841, 

The present posilinn of this country migbt be viewed with leu apprehen- 
lion, if a chnnge in the Administralion, with all the eiciiement of pari j- spirit 
neceaiaiil? attending it, were not at hand. Tbe straggle between mo- 
Dopoly and Ene trade odu commeaced, it requires do great penetration to see, 
that whalever obstacles and delays may occur, the conflict muit end in stmng 
and efficient measnres, calculated to fiimiiji new and greater outleU to ninnu- 
bcturing induatrr, aud a further exUnsion of the genei^ comnem of the 

There are two objects of main importance, on which the new minietrj 
(whaterer iU political lendendes may be, or of whatever individualu it msy 
be fiirmed), must immedlalelj decide, viz, 

1. The means f« supplying the deficiency in the nTenue, amounting to 
about seven millions v and 

i. Those by which the pressing wants of the lower classes may be relieved, 
and theii situation rendered leas wretched and threatening. 

The Whigs, during the ten jeois of their administration, had gradually 
taken off taxes to the amount of £8,730,000 <$ annum, including £1,000,000 
of Ihe Post-Office Revenue, saved to the public by the eelabliahmcnl of the 
penny postage. Many of these reductions will ultimately be made up by the 
greaterproductiTeneBsofthe lower rates i but, in the mean time, they cause tem- 
pomty difficulties, less dangerous on account of the amount of the deficiency, 
(ban on account of the conflicting opinions about the remedies to be applied. 
It con be now of little tu« to raise the question, whether the teductioii of 

not filler the present elate of affiiiri, nor would it perhaps prove to have been 
the only mistaken nieesure of the Whigi ; there can, however, be no doubt 
thai it was their intention to benefit the nation, and meet the eiJgeucieB 
uf the age. Un&rlunately, the expcndituie has, during the last years, 
exceeded every thing ihal could be contemplated. Rebellion in Canada, war 
with China, the Eastern Question, and preparations to meet the threatening 
atdtude of Fiance under Thiers^ administration, have cost largs sums ', and had 
it even been otherwise possible to raise these without increased Iniation, yet 
the higher prices uf every description of food since 1837, have dimini^ihed the 
tonsumption of taxed commodities amongst the middle and lower ctaEses, and 
diminished the productiveness of the general revenue. The folloning £icts 
will exhibit the causes of these inductions somewhat more in detail : — 

From 18-8 to 1831, the prices of com ruled high. The Jaweat of these 
four yean shows an average of 60b. Ad. )# quarter of wheal -, the highest, 
6Gs. .5d. It will be rcallceted, thai the coniumption and industry of the 
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CDontiy suSeted mnch, and that the Tory adminiitration wu (arced (o nlin-. 
quish office. 

The subsequent Be&HiiiB, with better crops and low prices, afforded great 
relief to the commuHilj-. Taking the onDiial consumption ot wheal at 
]G,000,000 of quarters, which is a common itnd rery moderate estimate, the 
' total amount of the coneumpiion, at the aimual average prices, would appear ~ 

In 1834 at 46s. 2d. tf quarter .... £36,900,00(1 

IBM 39s. 4d. , ... .£Sl,4ti0,0m 

1836 48s. 6d. , ....£38,800,000 

For the three years £107 ,20 0,000 

and in the succeeding llirce yean, in consequence of the diminished crops 

and enhanced prices— 

In 1837 at 55a. lOd. tf quarter. . .£44,700,OtKI 

1838 e-ln. 7d. . , . .£.^1,700,000 

1839 70=. Od. „ ...£56,500,000 

Forlhelh;ee jcars.. £152,800,000 

These calculations cannot he refuted, being bated on the official return* 
which ri'gukte the admission of fuieign gtoiu, and they show, that the ticeu 
of cost ot wheat alone, lesiving the greatly enhanced prices of every olher de- 
Bcriptinn of com unnoticed, amounted, during this period, to £4fi,000,00it, that 
is to say, annually to £1 j,000,000 more than in the preceding years. Since 
then, the value of Britith wheat has remained much the eame, and it follows, 
that in the ficeyeuis, from 1G37 to 1841, considerably more tluui £100,000,000 
sterling has been disbursed for grain of all descriptions, beyond what would have 
bean the case had prkes ranged, not as low as in 1 835, but at the average ef 
the triennial period frem ld31 to 1836, viz. 45s. It is notreqsieite lo prove 
by details, thai the greater part of this enormous amount must &1I upon the 
middle and labouring classes, who form every where the bulk of the nation, 
and who have increased here very laigcly since the war ; nor is it necessary 
to show, in a very detailed manner, how the consumption ot all articles of 
common necesdty or comfort, has decreased ot late years. Families belonging 
to the agricidtural as well as the manulacturing classes, earning only from lOs. 
to 15g. must relinqnish every enjoyment and comfort when bread rise* 
fifty per cent, in piice ; and there are many hundred thousands of such fami- 
lies, hardly able to earn that amount by the labour of their hands, and must 
therefore find it difficult to obtain even a regular supply of bread ; nor are 
those who earn from 15b. to 30a. per week, much more able to indulge 
in any thing beyond absolute necessaries. Such is the miserable situa- 
tion ot the labouring elasees in the richest country in the world. Can it 
he denied tbal a faulty and corrupt course ot legisktion has caused so mon- 
strous an anomaly, reSeeUng any thing but credit on the nation or it* 
rulers. The advocates of monopoly of^n pretend that low prices of food 
reduce wagee ; ihe reverse of this is sufficiently clear : a greater demand for 
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DannfiwtuMd Mid other csmunoditiea cnatea h gnatcrdanand tar labour. Tlw 
valne of laboni ii nol enhanced b; the prim o{ the oeceaaiie* of life, but Or 
ther bj the power or diipodtion to employ it, uid theee are gresterirhen alt 
chuKi proiper. Jo the Uaited Statn, when the ordinary wanti of the 
labouring claMet maj be latiified in obundaiKe, and at mncb lower nt« than 
here, WHgei on much higher. It baa been, in bti, repeatedl; prared, and 
U now geneiallT admitted, that b dear ■eaaoni, w^ei lune always been 
loweal — pediap*, generallj, &om twenty-five to ferty per cent, lower ; be- 
tide* which, labourers have to work be^rond their strength to gain theirioin^ 
liTelihood, the market bnng gintled with labour, ai it would nnder paraDid 
GiRimutancH with other cominoditieB. 

When the population of thi» country wai lew dam {in 1 821—21,000,000, 
in 1831—24,000,000), a de&deney in the crop*, howerer impoitaM and dia- 
aatroua, wai nol quite to fnll of pernicioui conseqnencea and danger ; and the 
reatrietioD* on the wlnutuaa of foreign com, though even then bearing hard 
■pan the labooring claatei, weie not in an eqnol iegne detrimental to general 
proiperity. In Iheae latter timet the population bae gone on increausg at 
the rate of 1^ per cent, pei annuni ; the remit of the preient cennit it not yet 
known, but there ia naton to conclode that the united kingdom coutajna at 
prewnt 28,000,000 of inhabitanCa. In many parts, the ratio of increate ie 
eren greater, but leu in Ireland, in comeqaence of coiutant emigiation 
ftom thence to the United State*, a> well as to England. However wretched 
the tituation of the Englttb labourer may be, that of the Irith ii Mill won*, 
and the latter cconder* it a bleanng to share the fate of the timier. Ireland 
howerer ha* progreeted in improroment, chieSy through the meant of a Catho- 
lic clergyman, who hat gained oier to the ceiue of temperance between four 
and five million of the matt dmtlren and wretched of hie conntrymen ; bat 
this has caused a direct lots to the revenue of about £1,000,000, in the 
felling off of the eicise and malt toi. 

We can only iligfally lonch upon the pieaent ei^tement in the eora- 
tiade of Ihit amntry ; the deluls are in fact only intereeting to eom- 
^ecnlator*. There is no doubt that the bad weather prevailing during the 
last two montht hat been m&Toniable lo the ripening and the harrettiiig of 
the crop* ; but as long ai the present, or a timilai. Com Law exitts, ne mutt 
eipect (be the harvesl* fevourable or not) every year nearly the same reiulL 
It will be hardly ever potuble to obtain a ttock sufficient for the consnmption 
of the year, much lew a torplua. The increase of the popnlation cannot be 
limited, nor the growth of com, under present ciicimisiBnces, be much eitend- 
ed. It is sud that the science of agriculture has Aacfaed a high degree of per- 
fection ; this however b not the case. The agriculturist here has never firirly 
encountered competition ; the stimolos, caused by dependAnce on the general 
market of the world, has lead to the i«b1 superiority of out manufecturing in- 
dustry, and would carry the fermer to the same pre-eminence : the 
protective lav deprives the latter of the inducement to produce greater quuiti- 
ties, 01 a better quality, at less cost, by t^nt and increased exertion. There . 
it no doubt much could be done in Ihb respect. The land of countries that 
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■nsjr be comptnd to Englaiid as regardi soil, and ollm BdvanUgca in agricuj. 
taral piuBuitB, i> non besTily tued. Onr landownen bave tot yeara exerted 
IhenuelTea to ramove the bnidens on land, and have eocceeded in getting lid 
of maoir and in roatenally redudng the remaining taxes upon Bgricnltuie. 
Tbeii abject was not boversr to make com choicer, bat to nujie renta higher, 
and these an in &et mnch higher than in the begjnning of the present century. 
Then may be exception!, bat not many, and in those cases the laodomiers 
hare had the adtanti^ of seeing their estates much improred ; bnt in many 
instances the occnidei of land being only a yeariy tenant at the highest pos- 
sible rent, he ia without the meant or indncement to increase prodnc^on by 
the outlay of capital, or by exertions, which only a long period of occupation 



Out com dealers are possessed of great wealth, and command inunense 
capital ; they are then£tn quite able, eic^ in years of unnsual abimdance, 
to control the Talue of the supply which appeals in the markets. When 
it is tliflin and the ■pecnklors' interest to keep the prices of wheat duiiug a 
great part of the year at 60i. to 66s. at which the duty ranges betweoi 
26s. Bd. and 20b. Bd. (and is consequcDtly piohibilory) they know how to do 
it. Then soms miltiom o/ quarltn of wheat may be bonght ou the Conti- 
nent at low prices, the foreign markets being depressed ; but when this has 
been accomplished, their interest changes, and requires that their purchases 
should be admitted, not at 20b. but at Is. duty, and they contrive to screw 
up the price from 60b. to 73g. ; for this proce« c^>portunities generally occur 
once or twice every year ; they ante, of course, when an apprehension of 
want raises the value, and if that is not suffidsnt, tetums of fictitious salea 
lend an artificial wd ; hut as these manceuvns often take six months lime, 
' the lower classes must in the interim pay twice or three times as much fi>r 
bread as what it can be bad for elsewhere. A reduction in the sliding scale 
will not remove the evil ; yet the statesman who is now likely to rule the 
councilB of the country clings to it, and prefers it to a fixed duty of 6s. per 
quarter, and will uot satisfy the nation, and do justice to the labouring classes. 
In fact, the question of the Com Lam has not been, nor will it be decided on 
principles of justice, but by the control and influence of Sir Robert Peel over 
his partjr, which will not be sufficient, were he so disposed, to sadslV th« 
nation by eSective relief 

Since the beginning of last month, wheat baa risen in value ISs. to 20s. per 
quarter, or about 25 per cent The duty is now 20s. 8d. and will continue 
to decline ; ahsady hopes are entertained, that by the end of September 
it may be down to 1 B. From many part* of the country the advices respect- 
ing the wheat crops an not so unfavourable as they have been generally re- 
ported ; oats and barley, it appenrs, will be plentiftd, and their value has not 
OS yet been much enhanced. The weather continues an&TDuiable,and little pro- 
gress has been mode in the harvest ; we hate had rain, with little intermis- 
sion, since the beginning of June. 

Iq our circulars we have so ftequently alluded to the com question, that 
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we ue afiaid of tiring oar friend) ; but it bean moat materisU j on tbe two 
importanl pointi to whid we have adverted. Thii ia tbe fifth jear in whjeh 
com cropi hara been affected in qiumtit; and qoality bjr the weather ; but it 
would be impeanble, eien with (he luoat bvoursble sesMni, and at high prices, 
erer to grow sufBcient corn far our consomption, since ereiy year 400,000 
new eongmnerB arn boni. It appean reallj imposwblo that the landowner! 
diDuM be able to maintain, br anj length oF time, their monBtruonB monopoly 
of the present Com Lav; and it can be eatii&ctorily proied, that with a 
ftee trade in mm, (hey would not Ime even in their rente, which amount, 
for Great Britain and Irdand, to £58,000,000 per annum. England imports 
team the Continent of Europe ^one, yearly, goods to the amount of 
ie20,000,000, vii,— eiUt, tallow, flai, wool, seeds, wood, wine, hemp, &c ; 
and according (o the otfiein] returns of the police prefect, there are permanently 
residing in France about'54,000 Englishmen, and then are probably an equal 
number in Gennsny, Italy, Switzerland, &c These absentees draw almost their 
entire annnal eipenditnre, which cannot amonnt to less than £5,0f'0,00(( 
from England. All this is eftected, without any linancial difBculties arising 
from it, end yet an wc required to believe (hat a linancial crisis would and 
must arise, and ruin the cnnntry, if a few millions more were wanted for 
which an equivalent in com would be obtained. It is no dnubt possible, that 
a sudden call for such an amount may prove injurious, but if there was a regular 
and permanent trade in cnm, it woold not he felt 

The general extension of tr.ide and commerce seems to iniolve less compli- 
cated inlerestB tbaji those affecting the Com Law, High duties and protec- 
tions have in many branches of trade, secured a monopoly to a few parties now 
naturallv opposed to a more liberal system. In every inslance, bowover, where 
daring the ln£( twenty years relief &am high duties has been obtained, a 
large increase of consumption has been the result. The consumption of Coffee, 
formerly subject In a duty of In. per lb. has incressed since the duly was 
reduced to 6d. from eight millions to thirty millionB of pounds, yielding now 
instead of £4211,000 in 1824, a reyenue of £1,000,CKKJ sterling. Eren in 
this article a partinl monopoly stiil prevals, the duty being 9d. on CofTee im- 
ported from the Cape or Sincspore, and Is. 3d. if direct from foreign colonies. 
The latter is a prohibitory duty, and sn vrould 9d. be, but that the fevoured 
British colonies do not produce enough for the wants of the empire. The 
Sugar monopoly is more important; the consumption of Coffee amounting 
only to £l,fM>n.(HM) sterling, whilst that of Sugar amounta to £7,000,1 fWi, 
entirely supplied from British colonies, both eTcineive of duty ; the duty ia 
21s. and H per cent but on foreign Sugar it is prohibitory, being 63s. and 
S per cent! Commerce might beincreBned, foreigngovemmentsconciliated, 
reciprocity of intercourse augmented, and yet might British colonists, who 
have already been paid £20,000,000 for the emancipa^on of their negroes, be 
favoured, Ihongh not protected by eicluHve monopoly. Half measures have 
hitherto been applied in almost every instance. Tho duty on manufiictured 
■iUe remains at 25 to 40 pec cent serving only Co protect summers, whose 
transactions annually amount to fully f^OOO.Oiifl sterling ; for we find from 
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the ntunia of the French cnglom-houaH, that goodi to lliat eilent are entered 
out for England bejoud what are legally imported here. 

There can be no donbt bat that u the betl policj to pnrchaH in the cheap- 
en market!, eepeciBll; lot a nation that pOBMMee mich unparalleled ])oweT, 
both of prodoetioii and conuunption. We hare on foimer occaBiona alluded tfl 
thi* prinuple, aa veil u lo the obeotnte neeeuilj of an enUre reTiaion of the 
Britiih Tariff ; that neceaaitj haa become more urgent, aa likewJM the deter- 
mination of the people to obtain it, and their oppoution to submit to fruh 
toiet, or to the certiun^ of ruin to the finance! necenaiily coniequent upon 
fiwh loana. 

Our alluuona to the imnuTm extendon of British manu&clnteB hsTe been 
frequent. The elements for the progress of this apeciea of indnatrj, aach as 
perfection of nuchinery, and a peculiar genius for the advancement of 
mechanical contiirancea, abound hare more than on; where else, as well as 
immense monej capital (either belonging to the manufacturers, or turaished 
by many wealth; banking establishmenta), and large domestic and foreign 
outiets, more eipeciallf increasing to all tranuitliuitic countries. The home- 
a, owing to the high price of provisions, has, however, decreased, 
rs have produced more than they could lelL Offidat docu- 
ments prove, that though more duty was paid on raw materials iu 1838 than 
in 1839, yet the eiport of manufactured goods exceeded iu the latter year 
that of the tbrmer by £2,000,000. This was not owing to a reallj incroued 
foreign demand, but to decreased consumption. Manufactuten cannot afford 
to stand still t that vrantd bring .-i ccrtrjii 1»ss, uiiil limy prefer to cspurt the 
excess of goods, which in the two laal yeara wu large. The transatlantic 
mai^ts have been over-done, and the losaes thereby soslained, hsve been in- 
oenaed by those on the relnms, which wen geneially made in colonial pro- 
dace. An immense number of failures ia die mannhcturing diatricle, amount- 
ing to at lenst £lU,0[>ii,O>:,havebenceenBued, and the entire losses incur- 
red unce the autumn of I81U, have heeneattmaled at fiilly £l£,(XIO,i>0<),bj 
one of the moat eminent authorities in the nty. 

If only wealthy people entered into business, it could never have ar- 
rived at its present enormous extent ; but manufacturer! all over the world 
obtmn loans of money ac something above the ordinary or market rate of 
interest, the security being fieqaentlj merely personal, namely, the honour 
and skill of the borrower. This rational and beneficial system may perhaps 
sometimes be carried too far, especially by bunkers ; but unless the losses are 
BO large as to produce failures, ditbculliea are generally met by increased 
energy and confidence, and mlher ciicuurage than check increuM of produc- 

Immense as the items may appear that we have enumentted, they an, after 
all, the least important fact of the matter now forced upon the attention of the 
government and the people. Simitar periods of diatreaa have frequently occur- 
red, and have aa frequently dianppeared. The issources of this country exceed 
every thing foreigners can conceive ; coal, iron, and other metals, maniifae- 
tiiret, ihips, culuniea in all parts nf tbo globe, empires in Asia and Australia 
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miut gin it, hqipen what mq', ■ 
the circolatiDTi, incliiding billi of eidisnge, tias been eitimated ereo a> Ule 
H lart Jannaiy >1 £161,000,000 ; and the banldog tiaiiMctioiLi in tlie dt; 
of London in a twelTemonth at near £I,000/HW,000. 

Haw lingiilat u it that with udi alemrat* of pioiparitj, the peo^Je and 
the It^ulaton ore onutantlj at war aboni the moat nmpU axkmt of legiahi- 
tJDD, the application of which the wanti of the uatioa Hem indiipenmblf to 

1. CbttapDMaof fixid. 

2. Biteiuion of trade, b; reduced dntie* on conaamptiDD, and incieawd 

inteicouiae with other nationt. 

Il moBt be acknowledged, that it is not eaiy to refonn aotiqoated ^ileDU, 
and to meet tbe apirit that baa developed itadf during the bat twentf-Gre 
yeara. Thongb Qreat Britain has gnwn great tbrongh commerce, ;et ibe 
baa caught the epirit of monopoljr &om Ibimer trading nationa, who were all 
euentially mooopoliatB. But now, when other nationa follow bat upon Eng- 
land, in the development of mann&ctnring induati;, and when new em]drea 
have qnniig np in other parta of the globe, the attempt to proeper onder the 
reatrictiTS ayitem, aeema really abaurd. 

VoJumea might be written without eihanating tbe anbJFct, and without 
eihibitiDg all the difficultiea and inlereata now at work —and which ^ould be 
amalgamated for tbe general good. The matter baa been handled by many 
eminent men, and to their Btatementa we mnet refer. Extreme opinions of 
free trade, on the one hand, and lealrictionB and monopoliee on tbe other, are 
eapouaed by the two great partiea. Toriea, in fiivoni of the latter, adhere to 
old (brma and prindplea ; iho whigt often hold the extreme oppodle notioni. 
The present crisis is, however, neither onnanal nor dangennu in a country 
where for centuries past public disoussion on the main inteieats of tbe state 
have been common, and where the goianunent looks, in a gnst measure, to 
pablic opinion as a guide for legislation. It always has been bo in Ihia country, 
and will alwaya be ao. 

The BefbnnBill, of 1632, has disappointed many. Bribery continues to be 
pmctiBed, and trill continue till the ballot is introduced — perfect purity will, 
however, even then, not be attaiued. It ia thou^t, that at leaal £2,000,000 
atarling have been spentattbelastelection, which haaaacuiedtothetoriestheir 
present majority. As of late, however, a ayatem of OHnpromise has decided 
the most important l^^ilative questions, it may he expected to settle the 
present differences, eapeinally if the voice of the nation should pronounce itself 

Parliament will be opened on the 19th inatant; the excitement is even 
more than unuaoally great Before the middle of Seplambtf, the new minis- 
try cannot be expected to have aasumed office, and no important bws will be 
brought in until some weeks later. 
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I un ttad tarn Sran ! not jwir S(«wch vi th« l$lh Nwdi 
IS39, bat TBI SrncB, the out, Uk QLouwrs SrascB, tb« 
dawnorRMoo. tbegicst bndmaik twist ignoniK* and know 
ledff^ (oQj and wi«km, hiaAooi and tnrth, daikneas and 
l^tt ! And jDu — ^foa are <^ifia8ii^ ! You want to ^pMncli 
the bbm^ flame! — atcm the mightj tomnt t— ckodi th» 
l^tnii^'iflBA?— lebd^ainlDw Qoeut of truth f T^it! 
Time't grim piBory, with the nwdx, derintma, aitd seran of 
^ea pnaent and to come, will be jour poet of honour ! Yotu 
momentary bimnpfa will gain but the ibcJsc^ and bells (or 
tn^ihies irtierewith the worid will deck your statues. Harip- 
qnin'B latben wand wiU be ywir aceptue, and " / mm't cowamt" 
the nipaMriptioB, that shall perpetuate your immoitaUty > 
Immortality 7 Pahaw ! 

When Great Britain shall amase mankind by power, wealth, 
and h^piness, as yet uniectvded in lustoiy, and unconceind in 
nnnaDce — when h^ own itatiTO eleinent, the sea (nature's 
great highway, which paltry mtmopoly would fiun stop up, to' 
add a lew shiUingi to its acres) shall be moved to and fto by 
the bustle of uncountable fleets, and commerce shall have 
turned the ocean into the Royal Bourse of the world— when 
every good and wise man shall yearn to behold, at least once in 
his days, Albion's high cli%, the sanctuary of liberty and com- 
mon sense — ^when a Briton shall be hailed in every clime as the 
abstract of all that is manly, virtuous, and wise — when man- 
kind shall turn their astonished looks with awe, veneration, and 
love, to this great temple of honour and truth — when princes 
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and nobles ahall envy the poorest man for being an Engliehman 
— when kings shall hare our lawB engraven on tablets, and 
place them next to the holy gospel — when our legislators gh^l 
be the teachers of nations, and our sovereign shall subject the 
world by the irreBigtible sway of justice and faith — " when peace 
on earth, goodwill amongst men," shall be the watchword and 
the bond all over the globe — ^then you shall be as the poor idiot, 
slipping for awhile out of his dark cell, — sliding slyly into high 
places and the judgment seat — you shall be like the poor 
player, 

" That itTDU and frets fait bom upon the itage. 
And theo u heard no mare." 

DIOGENES. 



31, Leidenhill Stmt. 
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